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The Big Apple is dying. Its streets are empty.
Tens of thousands have been plunged into

poverty. Our leaders have no plans, no answers.
New Yorkers have already learned to socially
distance. Businesses can adjust. The elderly

and infirm can continue to be isolated.
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Lottery

President Trump threat-
ened to “hold up funding” 
for Michigan and Nevada if 
the states follow through 
with initiatives for voters to 
cast mail-in or absentee bal-
lots in  upcoming elections.

“Breaking: Michigan 
sends absentee ballots to 7.7 
million people ahead of Pri-
maries and the General 

Election. This was done ille-
gally and without authoriza-
tion by a rogue Secretary of 
State,” the president wrote 
on Twitter Wednesday 
morning. “I will ask to hold 
up funding to Michigan if 
they want to go down this 
Voter Fraud path!”

He deleted the original 
tweet and later Wednesday 

issued an updated posting 
clarifying that Michigan 
was sending “absentee-bal-
lot applications.”

Trump also lashed out at 
Nevada for its plan to allow 
mail-in voting.

“State of Nevada ‘thinks’ 
that they can send out illegal 
vote by mail ballots, creat-
ing a great Voter Fraud sce-

nario for the State and the 
U.S. They can’t! If they do, ‘I 
think’ I can hold up funds to 
the State. Sorry, but you 
must not cheat in elections,” 
the president wrote.

Trump has previously 
warned that allowing peo-
ple to vote in ways other 
than in person could lead to 
rampant fraud — as Demo-

crats pursue other alterna-
tives because of health risks 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

His post comes a day after 
Michigan Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson said the ab-
sentee-ballot applications 
will be sent to all of the 
state’s 7.7 million registered 
voters. Mark Moore, Wires

Don $$ threat to ‘vote by mail’ states 

By Carl Campanile

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s   
video debate with her chief Demo-
cratic-primary opponent, Michelle 
Caruso-Cabrera,   got  downright 
nasty this week, with some of the 
barbs  stunningly personal.

Caruso-Cabrera accused AOC of 
staying in her “luxury” DC apart-
ment complex with a “Whole Foods 
in the lobby” during the peak of the 
coronavirus pandemic that has rav-
aged constituents in AOC’s Bronx-
Queens district while Congress was 
out of session.

The congresswoman hit back that 
Caruso-Cabrera, a former CNBC 
anchor, previously resided in a pri-
cey apartment in a Manhattan 
Trump building.

AOC said she is still active in her 
congressional district and her fam-
ily has roots there.

“This is where my uncle is. There 
is where my brother is. This is where 
my family is,” AOC said after men-

tioning that she intervened in a dis-
pute with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents on behalf of im-
migrant kids at La Guardia Airport.

But Caruso-Cabrera responded, 
“AOC says her family lives here. Her 
mother moved to Florida because 
the taxes are too high.”

That set off Ocasio-Cortez, who 
told Caruso-Cabrera it was a cheap 
shot to bring up her mother.

“You can come after me all you 
want. Leave my mom out of it. My 
mom is a widow,” AOC said.

The online 14th Congressional 
District debate Monday night was 
sponsored by BronxNet and can be 

replayed on its YouTube channel.
Caruso-Cabrera went on to blast 

the first-term Democratic socialist 
for voting against a House bill last 
year to repeal a portion of President 
Trump’s tax reform  that limited 
state and local tax deductions that 
largely benefit higher-income New 
Yorkers. The bill was not taken up 
in the GOP-run Senate.

“AOC voted to raise taxes on New 
Yorkers,” Caruso-Cabrera charged.

During much of the debate, Caru-
so-Cabrera was on the attack — re-
peatedly charging that “AOC is 
MIA” while criticizing Ocasio-Cor-
tez’s opposition to Amazon locating 

a headquarters in Queens. She also 
called the far-left incumbent a divi-
sive figure in the Democratic Party.

“We have to have an attitudinal 
shift toward jobs. We can’t tell job 
creators, ‘Go away, we don’t want 
your 25,000 jobs [referring to the 
aborted Amazon project].’ I’m 
never going to do that,” Caruso-Ca-
brera said.

She pointed out that AOC was the 
only Democrat in the House last 
month to vote against  COVID-
recovery legislation — the Payroll 
Protection Plan — that included 
money for small businesses, health 
care and testing.

AOC defended her vote, saying 
the bill was skewed toward Wall 
Street and the rich and “not struc-
tured in a way” to help small busi-
nesses and excluded immigrants. 

She said constituents who called 
her office were overwhelmingly op-
posed to it.

She also said she was willing to 
stand alone when necessary.

Bitter online 
primary debate

Dem rival slaps AOC
Photos: B

ronxN
et via YouTube

AOC says her family AOC says her family AOC says her family 
lives [in NYC]. Her lives [in NYC]. Her lives [in NYC]. Her 
mother moved to 

Florida because the 
taxes are too high.

— — Michelle Caruso-Cabrera (left)

You can come after
me all you want.me all you want.me all you want.

Leave my mom outLeave my mom outLeave my mom out
of it. My mom isof it. My mom isof it. My mom is

a widow.
— — Rep. Alexandria— — Rep. AlexandriaRep. AlexandriaRep. Alexandria

Ocasio-Cortez (right)
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ever since schools closed due to the 
coronavirus crisis. 

Some parents have complained 
about a lack of meaningful communi-
cation with teachers, while others 
have lauded staffers for preserving 
some normality during remote learn-
ing.

The city teachers union has told 
members they are under no obliga-
tion to conduct live teaching, even if 
principals insist on it. 

While some have opted to do so, 
parents claim others are restricting 
their efforts to posting assignments. 
Some teachers limit their online les-
sons to audio communication to 

avoid any involuntary appearances 
online, sources said.

Others said that they are uneasy ex-
posing their personal living spaces to 
students and that already blurred so-
cial-demarcation lines are being 
erased altogether during the crisis.

“Teaching is a stressful job,” said a  
middle-school staffer in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn. 

“Before you could go home and 
separate yourself from it. But now, 
even your apartment is a classroom.”

With teachers and students regu-
larly texting and e-mailing each 
other, the source said informal com-
munication is changing the way kids 

KidS’ craSS act
By Selim AlgAr

Education Reporter

Mischievous city schoolkids are 
manipulating and posting clips of 
their teachers’ remote-learning les-
sons on social media, leaving some 
educators wary of video classes, sev-
eral sources told The Post.

“There are a lot of us who aren’t 
comfortable with it,” a Bronx middle-
school teacher said. “You never know 
where your face is going to end up 
right now.”

An eighth-grade instructor at the 
Bronx school warned colleagues that 
kids — especially in upper grades — 
were posting lesson footage on sites 
like Snapchat and adding profane 
captions or inappropriate filters.

“There are risks right now that 
most people aren’t even aware of,” the 
teacher said.

The scattered provision of live 
video teaching has been a source of 
controversy locally and nationally 

view authority. “They interact with 
us now the same way they do their 
friends,” said a Harlem middle-
school teacher.

The Bed-Stuy staffer said teachers 
are routinely monitored online by 
their students.

“They see us on Twitter, on Insta-
gram,” she said. “The student/teacher 
relationship has totally changed, es-
pecially in the last five years or so.”

A Bronx staffer said her students 
routinely scroll through dating apps 
like Tinder to see if they can spot 
their instructors and their profiles.

Some city teachers are even balking 
at interacting with their students over 
their personal cellphone out of pri-
vacy concerns.

Many block their numbers or use 
encrypted messaging apps to corre-
spond.

“There are things teachers have to 
worry about in 2020 that would have 
been pretty hard to imagine not too 
long ago,” the Bronx educator said.

Turning vid lessons 
into dirty Web posts

Anxiety over  crowded 
public spaces as some areas 
reopen  greatly outweighs 
Americans’ desire to leave 
home with COVID-19 lurk-
ing, a new survey has found:
70 percent say they are 
more likely to see a first-
run film as a digital rental at 
home than in a movie thea-
ter  when it’s allowed.
52 percent  will attend 
fewer public events (up 
from 44 percent in March).
51 percent say it will take 
a few months before they 
will attend a Broadway 
show — 16 percent say they 
may never go again.
61 percent say mandatory 
face coverings at live events 
would increase their likeli-
hood of attending.

The survey of some 1,000  
people  was conducted  by 
Performance Research.

Wire Services

‘Safe’ at 
home: poll

A
rt Streiber

How do you shoot high fashion in a pandemic? For its June issue, Vanity 
Fair used a drone to capture Catherine O’Hara poolside — because you 
can never be too safe with social distancing. This tongue-in-cheek glam 
shot would suit her haughty Moira from the just-wrapped “Schitt’s Creek.” 
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By Lia EustachEwich

An NFL player from New 
Jersey was repeatedly har-
assed and groped by a drug-
addled woman aboard a 
United Airlines flight, and  
the crew didn’t do enough to 
stop it,  a  lawsuit alleges. 

The gridder,  identified 
only as  John Doe 1, said his 
ordeal began shortly after 
the  flight departed Los An-
geles for Newark  Airport on 
Feb. 10.

He said the woman, who 
also is not identified in court 
papers, appeared “dishev-
eled and unbalanced” when 
she boarded the plane  and 
took a window seat.

She  soon began “mas-
saging” the  knees and thighs 
of the athlete,  who was 
seated next to her, says the 
suit, filed in Los Angeles Su-
perior Court on Monday.

A second man, from Phila-
delphia,  in the same row, 
who is also suing as John 
Doe 2, complained to crew 
members, but they initially  
did nothing,  the suit alleges.

 Both John Does are Afri-
can Americans who  did not 
know each other prior to the 
flight, said their lawyers, 
Darren Darwish and Benja-
min Azizian, who are asking 

for compensation and puni-
tive damages.

“Fearful of the perception 
of being a male victim and 
the racial stigma of being a 
young African-American 
male, John Doe 1 patiently 
pleaded for assailant to stop 
and removed her hand,” the 
suit says.

But the  assault only “inten-
sified,” with the woman 
“stroking her hand across his 
lap towards the inside of his 
leg near his genitals,” the 
complaint says. At one point, 
she also allegedly grabbed 
his penis and ripped off his 
face mask, the suit states.

When he got up to com-
plain to a flight attendant, 
the belligerent woman 
turned her sights on John 
Doe 2, grabbing his “groin 
area.”

She was eventually re-
moved to another row, after 
admitting she was drinking 
and had popped pills, say the 
plaintiffs, who  were given 
$150 vouchers in compensa-
tion.  

United spokeswoman 
Rachael Rivas said “the 
safety and well-being of our 
customers is always our top 
priority . . .  The customer in-
volved was moved to a dif-
ferent seat.” 

NFLer: Gal 
groped me
‘Abused’ on flight

Online services held by a 
Midtown synagogue last 
week were marred by a bar-
rage of hate-filled messages, 
including “Kill the Jews,” in a 
practice that’s come to be 
known as “bombing,” police 
said Wednesday.

The Central Synagogue on 
Lexington Avenue was hold-
ing services on Facebook 
Live at around 5:45 p.m. Fri-
day — the start of Shabbat, 
the Jewish Sabbath — when a 
poster began a hate-fueled 
screed, writing: “I hate Jews. 
Heil Hitler. Sieg Heil. I’m go-
ing to hurt the Jews.”  The 
posts also contained the 
death threat.

Police and Facebook are 
investigating. Tina Moore

Shul hit by hate 
cyber ‘bomb’

T
O the ObamaBots, Susan 
Rice’s “Dear Diary” e-mail to 
herself on Donald Trump’s In-
auguration Day is no big deal. 
To which the rest of the world 

channels John McEnroe and shouts, 
“You can’t be serious!”

Oh, but the ObamaBots are serious 
— about protecting themselves. 
They’ve been caught running a spy-
ing operation on the incoming admin-
istration and now are telling the 
world to move along, there’s nothing 
to see here.

Fat chance. There’s lots and lots to 
see here. And having waited more 
than three years to see it, we are not 
about to let this moment pass quietly. 

Potentially, we are witnessing a 
seminal event in the quest to expose 
who knew what and who did what in 

the illicit effort to tip the 2016 elec-
tion to Hillary Clinton and, when that 
failed, sabotage Trump’s presidency.

The criminal probe by US Attorney 
John Durham likely will provide 
many answers and, hopefully, Attor-
ney General Bill Barr will pursue le-
gitimate prosecutions. But for now, 
the declassification of a portion of 
Rice’s e-mail fills in some blanks and 
whets the appetite for more answers.

The e-mail recounts a meeting on 
Jan. 5, 2017, where top officials discuss 
the monitoring of incoming National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn’s 
conversations with the Russian am-
bassador. Though FBI Director James 
Comey says Flynn hasn’t revealed any 
secrets, he worries about how often 
the two have spoken. President 
 Obama asks if they should withhold 
information from Flynn. “Potentially,” 
Comey replies.

The beauty of the e-mail is also its 
puzzle. Oddly, Rice puts Obama and 
Vice President Joe Biden in the mid-
dle of a scam, places acting Attorney 
General Sally Yates at the scene and 

implicates J. Edgar Comey.
By doing all that, Rice inadvertently 

confirms that a deep state will be 
more loyal to the former president 
than the new one. Resistance, leaks 
and ultimately impeachment will be 
the poisoned fruit of that cabal.

Still, the central question about the 
letter has always been why. Why, on 
her last day at work as Obama’s na-
tional security adviser, would Rice 
feel the need to put down in writing 
what happened at an Oval Office 
meeting 15 days earlier?

Part of the answer has been obvious 
since the e-mail first surfaced more 
than two years ago. Three times, Rice 
wrote that Obama used the phrase 
“by the book” to describe his instruc-
tions, a clear effort to create a narra-
tive that Obama did nothing wrong. 

That view is buttressed by a belated 
statement from Rice’s office Wednes-
day that she wrote the memo at the 
suggestion of Obama’s White House 
counsel, Neil Eggleston. His job was 
to protect the president, which the 
memo aims to do.

MICHAEL
GOODWIN

An MTA worker allegedly 
killed his sister-in-law in a 
Harlem apartment and arriv-
ing cops shot him dead 
Wednesday, sources said. 

The incident unfolded at 
6:50 p.m. in a building at St. 
Nicholas Terrace and West 
127th Street when 44-year-
old Ubaldo Gomez knocked 
on the door of an apartment 
where his wife was staying, 
sources said.

Gomez shot and stabbed 
his sister-to-law to death 
when she answered the door. 
He then stabbed and seri-
ously wounded a man who 
intervened.  Cops killed Go-
mez after he refused to drop 
his weapon, sources said.

Larry Celona, Joe Marino

Cops gun down 
in-law killer 
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But the move is so clumsy and 
 patently obvious that it not only 
fails to protect the president, it 
actually raises more serious ques-
tions about his conduct. Remem-
ber, this is the only time where 
Obama is documented discussing 
the investigation into Flynn or 
any other part of the 2016 anti-
Trump effort, meaning it is proof 
he knew about it. 

That he already knew means 
there must have been other, ear-
lier discussions involving him. 
Let’s hear about those, too. Are 
there more memos?

And why was Obama’s White 
House counsel so concerned 
about the need to protect him? 
What did Obama do that his law-
yer, on the last day of his presi-
dency, was worried about?

It’s also not clear why the sec-
tion was classified until Tuesday 
where Rice quoted Comey as say-
ing he had concerns about sharing 
intelligence information about 
Russia with Flynn. Given what 

we’ve learned in the last three 
years about the grand scheme of 
things, that section is less impor-
tant than the fact that the meeting 
was in the Oval Office and Obama 
and Biden were there.

Yet perhaps we give the whole 
team too much credit in assuming 
the Rice e-mail has some grand, 
hidden significance. Maybe 
there’s nothing more to it than 
meets the eye. Which happens to 
be plenty.

Instead of examining entrails, 
let’s pull back the lens and get a 
bigger, fuller picture.

I see two things: there is a plot 
to target Flynn that Obama and 
Biden know about and approve, 
and there is an effort to cover up 
the White House role in the 
ginned-up probe of Trump.

There doesn’t need to be any-
thing else. Those two elements are 
a damning indictment of  Obama, 
Biden and everyone else involved. 

Their frame of mind is easy to 
grasp. All the participants know 

their time is up and their worst 
nightmares are about to come 
true. The awesome power they 
have abused for their partisan 
purposes is being transferred to 
Trump,  who represents every-
thing — and everyone — they de-
spise. 

The man they conspired to de-
stroy will soon be sitting in that 
very office. They never saw this 
day coming. They had assumed 
everything they did would be 
 buried in a Clinton presidency. 

Almost as bad, Flynn, a security 
hawk who was fired by Obama, is 
going to be in a position to find all 
the dirty laundry. He’ll be able to 
discover the crooked FBI investi-
gation into the Trump campaign 
and the misleading FISA-court 
applications to spy on American 
 citizens. 

He’ll learn about the use of the 
Steele dossier that Clinton 
 financed, and that the CIA and the 
State Department were involved in 
trying to dirty up Trump.

Comey especially had reason to 
worry because his fingerprints 
would be on everything. Up to his 
eyeballs in dirty tricks, he would 
be finished, maybe even prose-
cuted, if the whole truth came out.

Flynn had to be stopped. Obama 
had urged Trump not to hire him, 
but the new president ignored the 
advice. If they didn’t kill Flynn, he 
could take them all down.

Comey had the transcripts so he 
already knew that there was no 
criminal evidence against Flynn 
growing out of his conversations 
with the Russian ambassador, but 
this wasn’t about guilt or inno-
cence. This was a fight for sur-
vival. 

So, just four days after Trump’s 
inauguration, Comey sent two 
agents to the White House to try 
to trap Flynn into lying. Comey 
would later boast he took advan-
tage of the helter-skelter start of 
the administration and did
not follow the usual custom of 
getting approval from the

White House counsel. 
That alone is an unforgivable 

act of treachery against a sitting 
president.

The agents, one of whom was 
the odious Peter Strzok, misled 
Flynn about the nature of the in-
terview, advised him not to get a 
lawyer and withheld the fact that 
they had listened to his calls with 
the Russian ambassador, hoping 
he would lie about the contents. 

Thanks to a leak of classified in-
formation to The Washington 
Post about those calls and Yates’ 
intervention, Flynn soon was fired 
for not being straight with Vice 
President Mike Pence. Special 
counsel Robert Mueller, Comey’s 
friend, and his anti-Trump zealots 
later used the rigged interview to 
prosecute Flynn. 

For more than three years, that 
kept a dangerous man quiet and 
out of the way. 

So what if he was railroaded. It 
was all done “by the book,” just as 
Obama ordered.

PLOTTers: In the last days of Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration, his national security adviser, Susan Rice (far left), 
wrote an e-mail stating that FBI Director Jim Comey (above 
right) was proceeding “by the book” in the investigation of top 
Trump aide Michael Flynn (above left). That e-mail implicates 
Obama’s team in a plot against Donald Trump.
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outbreak

Too close for comforT: One man lies sprawled on the 
ground as others hang around outside the upscale Tillary Hotel in 
Brooklyn.  Permanent residents have the jitters as the vagrants 
often fail  to social-distance or wear masks — and security 
concerns have prompted the installation of a metal detector (left).

Blas & 
LI pol 

beachy 
keen   

Now he understands her 
line in the sand.

Mayor  de Blasio spoke 
Wednesday to a Nassau 
County official who wants 
to ban New York City resi-
dents from visiting beaches 
in her county — a policy he 
has criticized — and said he 

now respects 
the move.

A day after 
demanding 
that New 
Yorkers be al-
lowed to use 
Long Island 

beaches, Hizzoner said he 
understands why Nassau 
County Executive Laura 
Curran has to put her con-
stituents first during the 
coronavirus crisis.

“I had a couple of good 
conversations with [Cur-
ran], who I think very 
highly of,” de Blasio said. 
“On the question of the 
beaches, every place has to 
figure out what’s right for 
themselves.”

He added, “In New York 
City, it’s not safe to open 
our beaches yet.  I hope to 
later in the season but not 
now. In other places they’re 
in a better situation, [and] 
that’s great.”

De Blasio still wants New 
Yorkers to be allowed to 
use Long Island beaches — 
but he “understands [Cur-
ran] has to prioritize her 
constituents,” his spokes-
woman clarified later.

His comments came 
after Curran (inset) ripped 
de Blasio as “irresponsible” 
for closing city beaches 
from Memorial Day week-
end until at least mid-June, 
saying it would prompt  
New Yorkers to flock to 
Long Island. The Nassau 
legislature then began pre-
paring a measure to ban 
noncounty residents from 
its beaches.

De Blasio fired back 
Tuesday, saying, “This 
should not be about any ill 
feeling toward people de-
pending on where they 
come from.” 
Natalie O’Neill,   Julia Marsh

suIte LIfe for 

By JuliA MArsh and AAron Feis

The city checked more than 150 
homeless men into an upscale 
Brooklyn hotel and apartment 
tower to ride out the coronavirus — 
potentially bringing the pandemic 
to the doorstep of the building’s 
residential units, tenants say.

“There were people lined up out-
side the hotel, and they weren’t 
wearing masks and gloves. They 
weren’t social distancing at all,” 
said one resident, describing the 
scene when approximately 160 
homeless were dropped off at the 
Tillary Hotel in Downtown Brook-

lyn on May 15, with no warning to 
tenants. “They were also chilling 
out in the lobby, talking, sitting be-
side each other on the couch,” con-
tinued the tenant, who asked not to 
be named. “A couple of them had 
masks on, but most did not.”

As part of a City Hall push to get 
the homeless off the street and out 
of cramped shelters with the bug 
raging, the crush of newcomers 
were ushered into most of the 
building’s 174 hotel rooms on its six 
lowest floors, which once hosted 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman’s wife 
during his federal trial.

But above the hotel sit five floors 

of apartments — with an average 
monthly rent of $3,342, according to 
StreetEasy.com — full of tenants 
who say that the move undermines 
their efforts to avoid the plague.

“I feel like I’ve done my part at so-
cial distancing,” said the first ten-
ant. “But then the city moves these 
people in who aren’t practicing this 
at all.” 

A second tenant in the building at 
Flatbush Avenue Extension and 
Tillary Street shared those worries.

“They’re using our same stairs, el-
evators, lobby without masks,” the 
resident, who also asked not to be 
identified, told The Post.

Both tenants also noted that the 
homeless hotel residents are free to 
come and go from the hours of 9 
a.m. and 6 p.m., leading them to 
question whether it defeated the 
point of them being off the streets.

“The whole purpose of the city 
offering shelters to the homeless is 
so that they can quarantine,” said 
the second tenant.

The residents also cited  security 
concerns, saying some of their new 
neighbors openly use drugs and 
that the city saw fit to install a 
metal detector in the hotel lobby.

“If the city doesn’t think these 
people are safe — if they’re having, 
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on the hotel side, a metal detector 
— then I have to assume the 
same,” said the second tenant.

Their biggest fear, however, is 
that the move will introduce the 
contagion into the building.

A spokesman for the city’s De-
partment of Homeless Services 
insisted the location is not being 
used to house positive or sympto-
matic homeless.

But two men — both of whom 
were openly smoking pot outside 
the hotel and neither of whom 
was wearing a mask — told The 
Post they were never tested.

“They didn’t test us for s--t,” 

said one of the homeless men.
Leo Rubin, one of the building’s 

landlords, told The Post that he 
had no idea what he was signed 
up for when he agreed to take in 
homeless New Yorkers at a rate of 
$100 per room per day.

“I don’t have to tell you what the 
hotel has been going through for 
the past three months. So you go 
over it and you decide you’re 
closed anyway, why not take in the 
homeless?” said Rubin. “I thought 
it was maybe veterans, older, 
calmer people. I had no idea what 
I was getting myself into.” 

Isaac McGinn, a DHS spokes-

man, said that the homeless were 
no more bound to abide by coro-
navirus precautions than the aver-
age city resident.

“Just like all other New Yorkers, 
our clients are free to take a walk, 
get fresh air or exercise. Just like 
all other New Yorkers, we are not 
monitoring with tracking devices 
how and where they may spend 
their time,” said McGinn.

“And just like all New Yorkers, 
we encourage our clients to stay 
inside as much as possible or wear 
a mask or face covering if you will 
be unable to social distance.”

jmarsh@nypost.com

By Lia EustachEwich

A “tidal wave” of buyers are 
fleeing the coronavirus-rav-
aged concrete jungle of New 
York City for Connecticut, cre-
ating an unexpected uptick in 
the real-estate market there, ac-
cording to a report.

Real-estate agents told the 
Stamford Advocate that their 
well-to-do Big Apple clients 
have been snapping up single-
family homes in areas like 
Westport, Greenwich, Litch-
field County and towns east of 
New Haven.

“I think there’s going to be a 
trend of people renting and 
then buying second homes,” 
Candace Adams, CEO of Berk-
shire Hathaway Home Services 
New England Properties, told 
the Advocate. “I don’t know 
that they necessarily want to 
stay outside of the city — they 
just want to have an option to 
go someplace else.”

Holly Giordano, an agent for 
William Pitt Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, told the publica-
tion that sellers have been get-
ting their asking prices — and 
benefiting from bidding wars 
among eager buyers.

One property in Wilton sold 
for $1.9 million, she said — an 
all-cash deal.

“What I’ve seen more of is all 
my city clients are looking in 
Weston, Wilton, Ridgefield, 
Easton — areas that normally 
wouldn’t be someone’s go-to 
because of the train aspect  . . . 
But when you are coming from 
the city, they feel very far,” 
Giordano said. 

“There was such an initial 
rush on all the rentals, that 
there’s hardly any left . . . We’ve 
always benefited from the New 
York City market, but it’s just 
been a tidal wave.”

One homeowner in Westport 
received five offers in a day 
from city slickers.

“One . . . called me up and 
said, ‘Do you know of anything 
else?’” said Mark Pruner, an 
agent for Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services. 

“She lives in a beautiful, 10-
story co-op on Park Avenue in 
New York, but every time [she] 
gets in the elevator . . .  she is 
afraid.”

The Post reported last month 
that many virus-wary city resi-
dents have been  shipping out 
— some for good.

$1M to move ‘inn’   
alone in Hamptons

All that’s missing are the 
bellhops.

A luxury hotel in the Hamp-
tons is renting the entire place 
to one person for the summer 
for $1 million during the coro-
navirus crisis.

Throw in another 100,000 
bucks, and you get a chef and 
housekeeping staff.

Hedges Inn, a historic bed- 
and-breakfast in East Hampton, 
will allow a tenant to live full-
time in the building from June 1 
to Labor Day for $350,000 per 
month to avoid sanitation has-
sles amid the pandemic, own-
ers told The East Hampton Star.

“I didn’t feel great about the 

nightly turnover, encouraging 
people to come out here and 
worrying about their health 
and the health of the staff and 
the community,” manager 
Jenny Lilja told the paper. “So I 
thought, how can we adjust 
our business model?”

Normally, about 3,000 guests 
stay at the hotel each year — 
but “it’s been nothing but can-
cellations” this spring, Lilja 
said.

Over the past months, hotel 
chains across the country have 
closed en masse for the first 
time in history due to the 
coronavirus.Jennifer Gould Keil 

and Natalie O’Neill
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By GABrielle FonrouGe

At the height of the coronavirus 
crisis, Dwayne Brown was clocking 
20-hour shifts at Brookdale Univer-
sity Hospital Medical Center in 
Brooklyn, but even on his days off, 
he was still working.

Brown, 33, is a full-time RN at the 
Brownsville hospital. But early on 
in the crisis, his mom caught the 
bug and so did a few of his co-work-
ers and friends, so he 
used his time off to 
care for them like they 
were his own patients.

“I live in Flatbush. 
It’s mostly a Carib-
bean area, and I really 
like to care for people 
within my community because 
most of them are disenfranchised 
and they don’t have a lot of educa-
tion. There’s a lot of poverty and a 
lot of crime and violence, so as a 
nurse and as a good nurse, I really 
wanted to stay within my commu-
nity and help them and show them 
love,” Brown, a Jamaica native, told 
The Post.

Brown   described working 20-
hour shifts regularly when the hos-
pital was short on nurses.

“I came in to help the night shift, 
and there were only three nurses at 
night, and usually there’s like 11 or 
12 nurses,” Brown recalled. “I had 

19 patients . . . It was very stressful 
trying to keep everybody alive.”

He recounted an experience with 
one patient who went into cardiac 
arrest.

“I was the only person in the 
room, so I had to scream for help so 
we could call back another code,” 
Brown said.

Unfortunately, after about 20 
minutes of chest compressions, the 
woman succumbed, leaving Brown 

frozen in a catatonic 
state.

“I was not OK. I was 
really mortified, and I 
was really saddened,” 
Brown said.

“It left me really 
shaken up. I am think-

ing of myself and my family and my 
friends and also the 18 other pa-
tients I have to care for,” Brown 
 recalled.

When dawn finally broke, Brown 
didn’t go home to sleep. He went 
straight to his mom’s house on 
Long Island to bring her vitamins 
she needed and then to a fellow 
nurse’s home to care for her.

“I always say, I did not choose 
nursing, nursing chose me . . . Some 
people get joy in caring for people; 
that’s me.”

Do you have a nominee for The 
Post’s Hero of the Day? E-mail he-
roes@nypost.com.

This caring nurse 
is never off duty 
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A new study suggests that 
countries adopt a cycle of 50 days 
under strict lockdown — fol-
lowed by 30 days of loosened re-
strictions — to reduce coronavi-
rus deaths while keeping econo-
mies afloat.

The European Union-backed 
study modeled several different 
lockdown and reopening strate-

gies in 16 countries across Africa, 
South and West Asia, Australia, 
Western Europe, North America 
and South America, according to 
researchers at the University of 
Cambridge.

The United States was not in-
cluded in the study, which was 
published in the European 
 Journal of Epidemiology.

The researchers came to the 
conclusion that if countries used 
the 50-30 cycle, the reproduction 
rate of the virus — how many 
people one infected person can 
transmit the virus to — would fall 
to 0.5.

Other models examined by the 
researchers proved ineffective, 
the study found. Amanda Woods

Lockdown cycle best option: study

? 
By CArl CAMpAnile, JuliA 
MArsh and AAron Feis 

First, Gov. Cuomo blamed nurs-
ing-home operators for the thou-
sands of resident deaths that hap-
pened after a widely criticized 
Health Department directive 
barred the facilities from turning 
away coronavirus-positive peo-
ple — and now, he’s pointing a 
finger at the White House.

Critics should “ask President 
Trump” about it, the governor 
said Wednesday, arguing that the 
federal government actually 
cooked up the mandate — and 
that New York was just follow-
ing Washington’s lead.

“Anyone who wants to ask, 

‘Why did the state do that with 
COVID patients in nursing 
homes?’ it’s because the state fol-
lowed President Trump’s CDC 
[Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention] guidance,” Cu-
omo said when asked whether 
he had any regrets about the di-
rective that potentially sparked a 
rash of coronavirus-related 
deaths in the facilities.

“They should ask President 
Trump. I think that will stop the 
conversation,” he repeated.

Despite frequently jousting 
with the president throughout 
the pandemic, however, Cuomo 
betrayed no regrets on adopting 
that March 25 directive, even 
with  5,681 confirmed or sus-

pected coronavirus deaths now 
reported in nursing homes.

“You have to remember the 
facts,” the governor said. “The 
CDC guidance said a nursing 
home cannot discriminate 
against a COVID patient.”

Asked point-blank if the state’s 
adherence to that policy, which 
is not federal law,  fueled the 
nursing-home death toll, Cuomo 
gave a flat denial — but said that 
if there is any blame, it lies with 
the facilities.

“No. Because you’d have to be 
saying the nursing homes were 
wrong in accepting COVID-pos-
itive patients,” he said.

Cuomo — who had main-
tained the nursing homes always 

of the day
HERO

The US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention now says the 
coronavirus “does not spread eas-
ily” through touching surfaces or 
objects.

In early March, the agency was 
warning that it “may be possible” to 
pass on the virus from contami-
nated surfaces, according to Fox 
News.

Its guidelines now include a sec-

tion on ways the virus doesn’t eas-
ily spread — including from touch-
ing surfaces or objects.

“This is not thought to be the 
main way the virus spreads, but we 
are still learning more about this vi-
rus,” the CDC Web site states.

Other ways the virus doesn’t eas-
ily spread is from animals to people 
or people to animals, the CDC’s up-
dated page states. Tamar Lapin

CDC now downplays surface spread 
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By JuliA MArsh, NAtAlie 
MusuMeci and AAroN Feis 

Religious gatherings of up to 10 
people can resume across New 
York state starting Thursday, Gov.  
Cuomo  announced — though 
participants must maintain social 
distancing and wear masks to 
ward off the coronavirus.

“When people are so anxious 
and so confused, 
I think those reli-
gious ceremonies 
can be very com-
forting,” particu-
larly during the 
time of the pan-
demic, Cuomo 
told said  during 
an Albany press 
briefing  Wednes-
day. “But we need 
to find out how 
to do it and do it 
safely and do it 
smartly.”

The allowance 
is similar to one 
Cuomo previ-
ously announced 
for Memorial 
Day observances 
and comes days 
after the gover-
nor teased a re-
laxation of re-
strictions for the upcoming Jew-
ish holiday of Shavuot.

Asked whether he would con-
sider bumping up the number to 
14 to afford more wiggle room to 
Jewish congregations — which 
require 10 people alone for a 
“minyan” to officially mark servi-
ces — Cuomo didn’t rule it out 
but voiced reservations.

“It’s complicated to set one 
number for one religion, another 
number for [another faith],” said 

Cuomo. “Then I’ll have the Ro-
man Catholics say, ‘How come 
they get 14? I don’t get 14.’ ”

The state’s Interfaith Advisory 
Council will help guide the pol-
icy going forward to ensure it 
doesn’t do more harm than good, 
Cuomo said.

“The last thing we want to do is 
have a religious ceremony that 
winds up having more people in-

fected,” he said. 
“We know from 
New Rochelle, 
Westchester, the 
first hot spot, that 
religious ceremo-
nies can be very 
dangerous.”

Cuomo asked 
houses of worship 
to consider 
drive-in and park-
ing-lot services 
where possible.

Meanwhile, city 
statistics re-
mained a mixed 
bag on Wednes-
day, with hospi-
talizations 
slightly up, but 
ICU admissions 
down.

“Not too bad, 
but we want to do 
better,” Mayor de 

Blasio said of the hospital admis-
sions stat during a press briefing .

Statewide, another 112 fatalities 
were logged in the 24-hour pe-
riod ending at midnight Tuesday, 
raising the overall number of 
confirmed deaths to at least 
22,976.

“The overall direction is right, 
but this is a painful, painful, 
tragic number of lives lost,” said 
Cuomo.

jmarsh@nypost.com

Sweden had the highest num-
ber of coronavirus deaths per 
capita in Europe over the last 
week, new data shows.

The Scandinavian country — 
which has allowed most 
schools, restaurants and busi-
nesses to remain open during 
the global pandemic — saw 6.25 
deaths per million inhabitants 

per day in a rolling seven-day 
average between May 12 and 
May 19, according to 
 Ourworldindata.org.

Although deaths in Sweden 
are on the decline, the per-cap-
ita figure was the highest in Eu-
rope and just above the United 
Kingdom, which had 5.75 deaths 
per million. Lia Eustachewich

 First place is deadly for Sweden

New York’s ‘10’ 
commandment
Tiny religious services OK’d 

 The toll of the coronavirus 
pandemic as of 

Wednesday evening:

New York City
Cases: 192,374

Deaths: 20,934*
New York state

Cases: 354,370
Deaths: 22,976

United States
Cases: 1,548,646

Deaths: 93,163
*NYC counts confirmed and probable 
COVID-19 deaths. 

Sources: Johns Hopkins University  and the 
offices of Gov. Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio

There’s a new crisis emerging 
amid the coronavirus pandemic: 
New York City children aren’t 
 getting their shots.

Child-vaccination rates in the Big 
Apple have dramatically plunged 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
Mayor  de Blasio said Wednesday, 
calling the revelation “quite shock-
ing and troubling.”

“The sheer magnitude has be-

come clear to us in the last few 
days,” de Blasio said during his 
daily coronavirus press briefing as 
he explained that the city’s health-
care leaders are “very worried” 
about the declining rates.

 From March 23 to May 9,  vaccine 
rates in children age 2 and younger 
dropped 42 percent compared with 
the same period in 2019, while  rates 
in kids older than 2 saw a “shock-

ing” 91 percent dip, de Blasio said.
He attributed the decline  to the 

closing of doctors’ offices and fear 
among parent to go to those that 
 remain open.

“Now is the time to get your child 
vaccinated,” de Blasio said. “This is 
essential work. Getting your child 
vaccinated is a reason to leave your 
home.”

Julia Marsh, Natalie Musumeci

Unvaxed kids a new health scare

B
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PA
 Im

ages/Sipa

had both a right and a responsi-
bility to get help placing patients 
for whom they’re not equipped 
to care — has announced a state 
attorney general probe. But it’s 
not an investigation of the policy 
under which the operators were 
bound —  but of the facilities and 
their response.

A flood of state lawmakers, 
however, have called for inde-
pendent investigations into what 
role the March 25 directive by 
Cuomo Health Commissioner 
Howard Zucker played in the 
hellish nursing-home death tolls.

Some of those same politicians 
balked at Cuomo again trying to 
deflect blame.

“He can’t have it both ways,”   

said Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Queens). “The governor said 
the buck stops with him, [to] 
blame him for decisions made 
during the pandemic.

“It’s not ‘Blame me except 
when it comes to nursing 
[homes].’ ”

 Assemblywoman Nicole Mal-
liotakis (R-SI/Brooklyn) said, 
“Perhaps Gov. Cuomo needs to 
be reminded of the famous sign 
on President Harry Truman’s 
desk: ‘The buck stops here.’ ”

A spokesman for Cuomo 
pushed back on the bipartisan 
criticism.

“Cheap and petty politics 
aside do not change the actual 
facts: New York and 14 other 

states adopted policies based on 
federal guidance,” said Rich 
 Azzopardi.

Cuomo said during his brief-
ing that he did not fear  a closer 
look at the policy.

“I’m not resistant,” he said. “If 
the federal government wants to 
start a probe, then they can start 
a probe. It is irrelevant to me.”

Meanwhile, Mayor de Blasio  
announced that starting next 
week, the city will offer free di-
agnostic tests to all 169 Big Ap-
ple nursing homes.

“Whatever amount of testing, 
whatever amount of lab capacity 
they need, we will find it for 
them,” de Blasio said.

ccampanile@nypost.com

Passing the Buck: Gov. Cuomo has 
pinned the blame on his directive that state 
nursing homes, which have experienced 
more than 5,600 confirmed or suspected 
coronavirus deaths, accept COVID patients 
on Trump administration guidance.
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whACkinG 
Planned Parenthood affiliates 

applied for and received $80 mil-
lion in loans from the Paycheck 
Protection Program — and now 
the Small Business Administra-
tion reportedly wants the money 
back because the organizations 
should have known they weren’t 
eligible for the funds.

The SBA is reaching out to the 
37 groups to explain that under 
PPP rules, they are ineligible be-
cause they are affiliates of a 
larger organization that has more 
than 500 employees, Fox News 
reported Tuesday.

Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America, the nation’s 
largest abortion provider, has 
more than 600 employees.

The SBA in the letter warned 
that “severe penalties” were pos-
sible and that incorrect or false 
eligibility certifications for the 
stimulus funds could lead to 
criminal or civil sanctions if it is 
determined the borrowers know-
ingly made false statements.

The report said a Planned Par-
enthood affiliate in Metropolitan 
Washington, DC, will receive a 
letter stating that although self-
certifying it was eligible for a 
$1,328,000 loan in accordance 
with  SBA rules, it will have to 
 return the money.

The Planned Parenthood of 

 Orange and San Bernardino 
Counties in California got a $7.5 
million loan — the largest granted 
to the organization’s affiliates.

Planned Parenthood in a state-
ment said some of its nonprofit 
organizations applied and re-
ceived awards “under eligibility 
rules established by the CARES 
Act and the SBA, which they 
met.”

“Planned Parenthood health 
centers play a core role in the so-
cial safety net, and there is no 
more critical time for the care 
they provide than during a pub-
lic health crisis,” reads the state-
ment written by Jacqueline 
Ayers, vice president of govern-
ment relations and public policy 
for Planned Parenthood.

Republican elected officials, 
including Sens. Marco Rubio of 
Florida and Josh Hawley of Mis-
souri, have called for an investi-
gation while demanding that the 
money be returned.

“There is no ambiguity in the 
legislation that passed or public 
record around its passage that 
organizations such as Planned 
Parenthood, whose parent orga-
nization has close to half a bil-
lion dollars in assets, is not eligi-
ble for the Paycheck Protection 
Program,” Rubio said.

Mark Moore, Wires

Abort-clinic 
$$ clawback

 President Trump on Wednesday 
suggested the canceled in-person 
Group of Seven summit could be 
back on — a potential meeting of  
world leaders signaling the worst 
of the coronavirus is over, he said.

The June G-7 meeting at the 
Camp David  retreat in Maryland 
was canceled in March as the pan-
demic spread around the globe.  
The summit  was replaced with a 
planned video conference.

“Now that our Country is ‘Transi-
tioning back to Greatness’, I am 

considering rescheduling the G7, 
on the same or similar date, in 
Washington, D.C., at the legendary 
Camp David,” Trump tweeted 
Wednesday.

“The other members are also be-
ginning their COMEBACK. It 
would be a great sign to all – nor-
malization!” he continued.

The  gathering of the world’s 
leading industrial economies in-
cludes  some of the hardest-hit na-
tions, including Italy, Germany and 
the UK. Ebony Bowden

Trump: Uncancel G-7

A nurse in Russia was reprimanded after she 
arrived for a shift in the all-male coronavirus-pa-
tient wing with no clothing, save for her skivvies 
under her transparent personal protective equip-
ment.

The staffer told her managers at Tula Regional 
Clinical Hospital that she was “too hot” to wear 
clothing underneath the head-to-toe vinyl gown. 

While there were reportedly “no complaints” 
from her patients, hospital chiefs chastised  the 
naughty nurse for “noncompliance with the re-
quirements for medical clothing.” She claimed 
she did not realize that her underwear was show-
ing through the PPE. Hannah Sparks

Russian PPEs are XXX
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A muscle-bound 43-year-
old California man has shared 
a shocking photo of the toll 
the coronavirus has taken on 
him — turning his body-
builder frame  into an emaci-
ated shell during his six-week 
stay in a hospital.

Mike Schultz, 43, a nurse 
from San Francisco with no 
underlying health conditions, 
had weighed about 190 
pounds, but dropped  50 
pounds amid the ravages of 
COVID-19.

 Schultz posted these  two 
images for his 30,000 Insta-
gram followers — one taken 
about a month before he fell 
ill, the other snapped at a 
Boston hospital.

“I wanted to show it can 
happen to anyone. It doesn’t 
matter if you’re young or old, 
have pre-existing conditions 
or not. It can affect you,” 
Schultz told BuzzFeed.

“I thought I was young 
enough for it not to affect me, 
and I know a lot of people 
think that.” Yaron Steinbuch

Vic’s sad body
 of evidence

President Trump’s former personal lawyer Michael Cohen will be re-
leased from federal prison due to the coronavirus outbreak and will serve 
the remaining two years  of his three-year sentence in home confinement, 
reports said Wednesday. 

Cohen will be released from upstate Otisville Prison, where he is serv-
ing time for lying to Congress and campaign-finance violations, a person 
familiar with the matter told The Associated Press. Ben Feuerherd

Cohen will bug out of prison
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By MARK MOORE

President Trump on Wednesday 
blamed China’s “incompetence” 
for allowing the novel coronavirus 
to spread around the world and kill 
more than 320,000 people.

“Some wacko in China just re-
leased a statement blaming every-
body other than China for the Virus 
which has now killed hundreds of 
thousands of people,” Trump wrote 
on Twitter. 

“Please explain to this dope that 
it was the ‘incompetence of China’, 
and nothing else, that did this mass 
Worldwide killing!” 

The president didn’t name the 
source of the finger-pointing state-
ment from China.  But China’s for-
eign ministry spokesman Zhao Li-
jian accused Trump of trying to 
make the World Health Organiza-
tion a scapegoat over his “incompe-
tent response” to the pandemic.

“The US tries to use China as an 
issue to shift responsibility and 
bargain on its international obliga-
tions to the WHO,” Zhao said in re-
sponse to a letter from Trump to 
WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

“It is futile. Currently, COVID-19 
is still spreading in the US and 
many other places,” Zhao said, add-
ing that Trump and other US politi-
cians should stop the blame game 
and work with the international 
community.

Trump, during a White House 
Cabinet meeting on Monday, said 
he considers it a “badge of honor” 
that the US has more coronavirus 
cases than any country in the world 
and chalked it up to all of the test-
ing his administration has done. 

“Really, it’s a badge of honor. It’s a 
great tribute to the testing and all of 
the work that a lot of professionals 
have done,” he said. “So if we were 
treating a million people instead of 
14 million people, we would have 
far fewer cases.” 

The US has more than 1.5 million 
coronavirus cases and the death 

toll is now more than  93,000.
Meanwhile, Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo this week  praised 
Taiwan’s response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“We have a shared vision for the 
region — one that includes rule of 
law, transparency, prosperity, and 
security for all,” Pompeo said in a 
statement released Tuesday.

“The recent Covid-19 pandemic 
provided an opportunity for the in-
ternational community to see why 
Taiwan’s pandemic-response 
model is worthy of emulation.”

Pompeo a day earlier had con-
demned the exclusion of Taiwan 
from  WHO’s annual meeting, say-
ing it proved US allegations that 
the UN body was under the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s thumb.

The WHO member states at the 
annual meeting delayed discussion 
on whether to grant observer status 
to Taiwan, which Beijing considers 
a province awaiting reunification 
and seeks to exclude from all inter-
national organizations.

Pompeo said WHO’s  Tedros “had 
every legal power and precedent” 
to include Taiwan in the meeting.

“Yet he instead chose not to in-
vite Taiwan under pressure from 
the People’s Republic of China,” 
Pompeo said in a statement.

Trump has been highly critical of 
Beijing’s response to the pandemic, 
blaming China for using its influ-
ence with  WHO to downplay the 
severity of the virus and for failing 
to accurately report the number of 
cases in the country after the initial 
outbreak in December.

Trump threatened to permanently 
halt US funding for  WHO unless the 
United Nations agency commits to 
“major substantive improvements 
within the next 30 days.”

If not, “I will make my temporary 
freeze of United States funding to 
the World Health Organization 
permanent and reconsider our 
membership in the organization,” 
Trump wrote to Tedros on Mon-
day. With Wires

Back at ‘Wacko’ 
Prez rips China 
‘incompetence’
for killer COVID

NFL star Tom Brady launched 
a new “immunity” multivitamin 
supplement this week, and crit-
ics quickly tackled the quarter-
back for timing the release dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

Brady — 42 and newly signed 
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
— announced the release of the 
“immunity blend supplement,” 
called Protect, through his com-
pany, TB12 Sports, on social me-
dia Monday.

Critics bashed him on Twitter 
for not-so-coincidental timing 
and for capitalizing on  fears. 

“The reason Tom Brady 
doesn’t have coronavirus isn’t an 
immune boosting supplement. 
It’s  because he’s obscenely rich 
and can isolate unlike delivery 
drivers, cleaners, meat workers, 
grocery store workers, nurses 
and doctors,” tweeted geriatri-
cian Dr. Kate Gregorevic. 

Amanda Woods

Brady gets pill-oried

thebearded_nurse

China’s Communist Party 
is again seizing factory lines 
churning out the world’s sup-
ply of medical safety gear — 
sparking fears the country is 
preparing for a second wave 
of the coronavirus, American 
traders  told The Post.

“I was placing a larger or-
der with one of the bigger 
distributors and he tells me, 
‘I can complete this order 
but after this we’ve been 
contracted by the Chinese 
government to produce
250 million gowns,’ ” said 
New Yorker Moshe Mala-
mud, who has done business 
in China for more than two 
decades and lived there  for a 
decade before founding avia-
tion company M2Jets.

“We hear how China is up 
and running and the virus is 
past them, so I asked, ‘What 
are they ordering 250 million 
gowns for?’ and of course no 
one is talking.”  Ebony Bowden

and Heather Hauswirth

Beijing  
preps for 
‘Round 2’

The Chinese city at the cen-
ter of the coronavirus pan-
demic has banned the con-
sumption of wild animals — 
while offering cash incentives 
for farmers to quit breeding 
exotic creatures.

Wuhan officially prohibited 
eating wild animals as well as 
hunting them within city lim-
its, declaring itself a “wildlife 
sanctuary” Wednesday, CBS 
reported. 

The virus is widely believed 
to have emerged from a wet 
market in the city, possibly 
jumping from bats to humans 
via an intermediary animal 
such as a pangolin.

The only exception for 
hunting would be for scien-
tific research. Jackie Salo

Wuhan can’t 
eat wild meat
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IT’S a prank that would make 
Bart Simpson proud. Mississippi 
Gov. Tate Reeves was duped into 
congratulating an embarrassingly 
named student — Harry Azcrac — 
during a virtual graduation. In the 
video, streamed on Facebook Live, 
Reeves ran the list of graduates. 
“Harry Azcrac,” the Republican 
guv read, before pausing in  reali-
zation. Thomas DeMartini took 
credit for the juvenile joke, boast-
ing on Twitter, “Proud moment . . . 
I’ve been laughing for about 25 
minutes now.” As it  went viral, 
Reeves rolled with the punches, 
adding, “We’ll be honoring more 
graduates . . . Maybe even Ben — 
the pride of the Dover family.”

Mind the crack

SiA is a proud mother of two 
sons. The “Cheap Thrills” singer, 
44, revealed in an interview with 
SiriusXM’s “The Morning Mash 
Up” that last year she adopted the 
18-year-olds because they were 
“aging out of the foster care sys-
tem.” “I love them,” she added. Sia 
(above) said her sons, now 19, are 
struggling to deal with the pan-
demic. “They are both finding it 
pretty difficult; one more so than 
the other,” she said. But “they’re 
really doing a lot of educational 
stuff that’s good for them.”

Sia’s son surprise

COMIC Patton Oswalt hosted 
the 24th Webby Awards  digitally  
Tuesday, and joked of confusing 
coronavirus stats and treatments: 
“Back when [the awards] started, 
most people didn’t understand 
concepts like broadband and 
memes. Now  it’s 2020, and people 
don’t understand things like vacci-
nes and math.” Tom Hanks, John 
Krasinski, Miley Cyrus and 
Kristen Bell were honored for 
their online responses to the coro-
navirus; former First Lady Miche-
lle Obama presented to D-Nice
for his Club Quarantine parties; 
and Dr. Anthony Fauci intro-
duced an award to high-schooler  
Avi Schiffmann, who created a 
Web site to track the spread of 
COVID-19 across the world.

Web of  highs

MATT Lauer apparently made a thinly 
veiled dig at his former “Today” colleagues 
Savannah Guthrie and Hoda Kotb for 
“rushing to judge” him after he was accused of 
rape by an ex-staffer at the show.

In his stunning rebuttal to Ronan Farrow’s 
book “Catch and Kill,” Lauer challenged what 
he called Farrow’s “flawed reporting and fac-
tual errors” — particularly regarding former 
NBC staffer Brooke Nevils’ claims that Lauer 
raped her.  He denies rape and insists he had a 
consensual sexual relationship with Nevils.

NBC insiders are buzzing about  a  barbed 
passage in his essay that they believe is di-
rectly aimed at his ex-co-anchors Guthrie and 

Kotb, with both of whom he believed he had  
an amicable friendship. Lauer wrote, “I was 
shaken, but not surprised, that few in the me-
dia were willing to thoroughly challenge the 
accusations against me, or the person making 
them. The rush to judgment was swift. In fact, 
on the morning I was falsely accused of rape, 
and before I could even issue a statement, 
some journalists were already calling my ac-
cuser ‘brave’ and ‘courageous.’ While the pre-
sumption of innocence is only guaranteed in a 
court of law, I felt journalists should have, at 
the very least, recognized and considered it.”  

Details of the rape allegation — which led to 
Lauer’s firing in 2017 — became public in Octo-

ber, and co-anchors Guthrie and Kotb ex-
pressed their horror — without using the 
terms “brave” or “courageous.” Guthrie said, 
“This is shocking and appalling . . . I want to 
say that I know it wasn’t easy for our colleague 
Brooke to come forward then. It’s not easy now. 
And we support her and any women who come 
forward with claims.” She added, “We are dis-
turbed to our core.”  Kotb said, “It’s like, you 
feel like you’ve known someone for 12 years . . . 
and all of a sudden a door opens up and it’s a 
part of them you didn’t know . . . Our thoughts 
are with Brooke. It’s not easy, what she did, to 
come forward. It’s not easy at all.”

Reps for NBC and “Today” did not comment.

Mad Matt dig at ‘Today’ hosts

Emily
Smith

esmith@nypost.com

Ian Mohr
imohr@nypost.com
Mara Siegler

msiegler@nypost.com
Carlos Greer

cgreer@nypost.com
Oli Coleman

ocoleman@nypost.com
Tashara Jones
tjones@nypost.com

Page
Six®

FAMED photographer Mark Seliger revealed exclusively to Page Six how he 
took one of the last known photos of Kurt Cobain weeks before his death.  Working 
with Cobain for the promo for “In Utero,” Seliger took the famous shot of him sur-
rounded  by doll heads. The fotog said: “He was actually very easygoing and had a lot 
of fun with it. He seemed to be in great spirits. Two months later, he was gone.” Recall-
ing working with Nirvana on a Rolling Stone cover shoot a year earlier, he told us: “They 
often wore white T-shirts with the names of local bands from Seattle, and I was trying to avoid that. I 
asked Dave [Grohl, the band’s drummer,] and Krist [Novoselic, bassist,] not to wear these shirts, and 
they got off the van snickering. Kurt . . . was wearing his signature cardigan sweater and opened it up, and 
his shirt read ‘Corporate magazines still suck.’ I had to go back [to the editors] with that picture, and I felt 
like I had messed up — but they loved it, and it ran as is.”  Seliger is working with Christie’s to auction off 
limited-edition prints to raise funds for COVID-19 relief organizations.

Cobain’s wardrobe      statement

LISTEN NOW!

Listen now!

DURING the taping of a recent 
interview, André Leon Talley
“bristled” at the idea that Vogue 
chief Anna Wintour made his ca-
reer, we’re told. The magazine’s 
former creative director  — who 
says in his new memoir that Win-
tour “isn’t capable of human kind-
ness” — sat   for an interview for to-
day’s episode of  “Tamron Hall
Show,” and an insider told us, “He 
is clear that Anna Wintour did not 
make him, and [the question] 
touched a nerve.” The source ex-
plained: “[It seems] a lot of his un-
happiness is based on how she is 
the result of good marketing. He 
actually studied and put in the 
work she got credit for during 
their partnership.” Talley has ac-
knowledged that he owes a great 
deal to Wintour professionally.  But 
a source close to him says, “André 
worked with [former Vogue Edi-
tor-in-Chief] Diana Vreeland be-
fore Anna, and is about cultivating 
relationships, whereas Anna is 
more about playing the game and 
ruling with fear.” Talley worked 
for Vreeland at the Costume Insti-
tute before joining Vogue in the 
early ’80s. He worked with Win-
tour on and off until 2018, when he 
was replaced as Vogue’s red-car-
pet reporter at the Met Ball. The 
book, “The Chiffon Trenches,” hit 
shelves Tuesday.

He’s Anna-mated

Heidi Klum, in-
ventor? The super-

model and her color-
ist get creative to 

maintain those blond 
locks during the 

pandemic.

Instagram
/@

H
eidiK

lum
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CHRiSSy Teigen wants  Ali-
son Roman to be reinstated by 
the New York  Times. The pa-
per put its buzzy food journal-
ist on “temporary leave” after 
she called Teigen a “sellout”  in 
a magazine interview — even 
though Roman apologized for 
the remarks twice.  Teigen 
wrote on Twitter,  “I very pub-
licly forgave Alison and that 
was real. When I said I don’t 
believe in being canceled for 
your honest opinion, that was 
very real. I don’t agree with 
what the NYT has done, I am 
not them. I didn’t call them, I 
didn’t write, and most of all, I’d 
like her back.”

Canned worms

More celebrity photos at nypost.com

IT’S a Bull market. Page Six 
is told that the smash hit 
ESPN documentary “The Last 
Dance” has led to a gold rush 
on Michael Jordan memora-
bilia. Top sports auctioneer 
Mike Heffner told us, “The 
demand for everything MJ is 
higher than ever” since the 10-
part doc — which follows the 
Chicago Bulls’ 1997-98 season 
and the rest of Jordan’s leg-
endary career — was released 
in April. Heffner said that an 
example of the spike in price 
is that some versions of  Jor-
dan’s 1986 rookie basketball 
card were selling for $40,000 
three months ago — and now 
they are nearing $100,000. “It 
seems like anything related to 
MJ has doubled or tripled in 
value and cards have shot up 
the most,” Heffner said. 
“More and more people are 
seeking to cash in on this mar-
ket because there is just so 
much money to be made,” he 
said. Heffner’s Lelands auc-
tion house is currently selling 
Jordan’s Nikes that he wore as 
part of  the “Dream Team” for 
the  1992 Olympics in Barce-
lona, Spain. Jordan’s sneakers 
are going for around $25,000 
right now, while identical 
shoes worn by teammates 
Magic Johnson and Scottie 
Pippen are reaching just 
$2,000 to $3,000 a pair. The 
players gave the shoes as a gift 
to a member of the support 
staff working in the locker 
rooms. Also in the sale is a 
basketball signed by 13 players 
of the 16 on that historic 
Dream Team, including Jor-
dan, Johnson, Pippen, Larry 
Bird,  Charles Barkley and 
Patrick Ewing.

Million-Airs

The Butterscotch Stallion resurfaces from the waves in 
Malibu, Calif. Owen Wilson appears to be celebrating the 
reopening of LA County beaches for surfing and swimming.
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Singer Jason Derulo flashes a smile from his car in LA, a 
day after pranking fans by pretending his front teeth broke 
during a bizarre corn cob and power drill incident.

TARA Reid is quarantining with Irish identical twin 
pop duo Jedward, Page Six has learned. The stars exclu-
sively reveal they’re living together   in LA on Thursday’s 
episode of Page Six podcast, “We Hear.” Jedward are  
John and Edward Grimes, who became sensations on 
UK’s  “The X Factor” series, and have represented Ire-
land  in the Eurovision Song Contest. Reid — who stars 
in “5th Borough” out June 3 and 
is making a film based on the 
pandemic called “Dr. Quaran-
tine”  — met the twins on the 
UK’s   “Celebrity Big Brother.” 
She even lived with them for 
two months in their grand-
mother’s home. Jedward claim 
they inspired the name of 
Reid’s TV breakout “Shark-
nado” when they visited the set,  
thanks to their act’s name. 

Reid isolating with pop duo 
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DECIDER.COM

FEEL LIKE YOU’VE WATCHED IT ALL?
LET US HELP YOU FIND THE BEST OF WHAT TO WATCH, EVERYWHERE.

ACORN TV • AMAZON PRIME • APPLE TV+ • BRITBOX • CBS

ALL ACCESS • DISNEY+ • ESPN • FACEBOOK WATCH • FOX

NOW • FUBOTV • FXNOW • GOOGLE PLAY • HBO GO • HBO

NOW • HULU • ITUNES • NETFLIX • PBS • PEACOCK • PHILO

POP TV • QUIBI • SHOWTIME • SHUDDER • SLING TV • STARZ

SUNDANCE NOW • TBS • VUDU • YOUTUBE
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He set the ‘Hamilton’ stage

DISNEY+, which paid $75 mil 
for worldwide rights, will 
stream Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
“Hamilton” July 3. Every actor 
is from Broadway’s original 
cast. Each would have per-
formed on 2015’s opening night.

David Korins, who designed 
the theater’s set, which was 
configured to accommodate 51 
numbers, told me: “It had taken 
four months to build and cost 
$800,000.”

And the screen version, which 
he’s seen? “It’s a live capture 
from the stage. An actual filmed 
version of the stage production. 
Beautifully shot. Real close-ups, 

not filmed from 70 feet away, 
look a little different on camera. 
You can see the actual buttons 
and fabric. And the dark comes 
off darker.”

Before evil descended on the 
globe, Korins was prepping 
scenery for the Sondheim The-
atre opening of the comedy 
“Mrs. Doubtfire,” an adaptation 
of the ’93 film, which earned 
$440 million worldwide and 
won Robin Williams, playing a 
British nanny, a Golden Globe.

“Our stuff ’s sitting abandoned 
like a ghost town. Stagehands 
cleared it out. I’m home with 
my computers. I go into my stu-
dio periodically to water the 
plants. It’s eerie. Everything’s 
untouched. We were in pre-
views. No advance ticket sales 
because there hadn’t yet been 
an audience reaction. Everyone 
thought we’re gone a month. 
Nobody thought it’s a year. We 
hope it’s coming back but  who 
knows — it’s a huge financial 
effort.

“And Broadway’s future even-
tually? Backstage crews wearing 
masks? Patrons subject to ther-
mometers? People jammed to-
gether? What determines 
safety?”   

Cindy
Adams

92ND Street Y’s spring gala was a virtual gather-
ing. Hugh Jackman calling 92Y “the soul of New 
York,” a Maya Angelou reading, a Salman Rush-
die reading, Hon. Tony Blair speaking. Every-
thing’s now virtual. Or Zoom. Diane Kochilas, 
“the Greek Chef” who does 
“My Greek Table” on PBS is 
into “pantry pandemic” recipes 
from her kitchen in Athens. 
Zooming the stuff. 

Zooming with the Y

Hugh Jackman: 
Says the 92 Y is 
“the soul of NY.”

I’VE mentioned the possibility 
Gulliver Biden could get a hic-
cup, cough or maybe inability to 
continue his snail run. Listing 
names who’d step in — or up, I 
neglected Al Gore. Shouldn’t/
wouldn’t those gem Dems con-
sider him a possibility? 

Gore’s no bore

THIS weekend it’s migration to 
the Hamptons. And city pil-
grims become instant gar-
deners who wouldn’t 
know mulch if they 
stepped in it.  I, who 
won’t go further east than 
Park Avenue, will educate 
you: Mulch comes in 
three colors — red, 
black, brown. 

Something to match every cash-
mere. Key fertilizers — plant tone 
and holly tone, which boxwoods 
and evergreens love — smell like 
Crapola No. 5. Like what’s seeping 
out of Washington. Like on a 
windy day the aroma of Wuhan. 

To change hydrangeas color? 
Holly tone, which has acid, to 
match the  NYC attitude. Lawns 
have different fertilizers. 

For roses, rose tone. For flowers 
and veggies, you add soil spring-
time and late fall. Easy on weed-
killers. It’s illegal in the Hamp-

tons where heroin and 
cocaine are mostly OK. 

No need to thank me. 
I, Madam Adams, live 
to serve. 

Get the dirt here

HAVE a good, safe 
healthy Memorial 
Weekend. I’ll see you 
again Tuesday. 
Meanwhile, remem-
ber another hero 
Gen. MacArthur, 
who said “I shall re-
turn.” With today’s 

CV he’d add, “with 
milk, a roast chicken 

and toilet paper.”
Only in New York, 

kids, only in New York.
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Show respect
MEMORIAL weekend. An 

American holiday. Let’s speak for 
an American who served as a 33-
year combat veteran. Gen. Mich-
ael Flynn. Former high-school 
lifeguard. Former Defense Intel-

ligence Agency director. A pa-
triot. With a sense of duty. I’ve 
never met him, but I respect him. 
And America is trying to destroy 
him? What is happening to us? 

If you find yourself in a situation you never thought
you’d be in, we’re here to help. No matter what you
and your family are going through, we can help you
take on your child’s drug or alcohol problem.

Connect with a Parent Specialist for free.
Call 1-855-DRUGFREE or Text 55753
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You could tell Nancy Pelosi thought she 
was clever when she delivered her 
“morbidly obese” insult against the 
president. She couldn’t keep the Queen 
Bee smirk off her face. Buoyed by the 
adulation of Trump haters, she followed 
up Wednesday, comparing him to a child 
with “doggy doo on his shoes.”

It’s pathetic. But it also is a political 
“own goal,” in a way a geriatric Mean Girl 
can’t fathom. Trump couldn’t care less, 
and the insults only confirm the elitism 
and snobbery that lurk beneath the surface 
of the Democratic Party.

The party  views half of America as fat, 
deplorable, smelly Walmart people. It’s no 
way to win an election.

Nancy steps in it

I
N his daily coronavirus 
briefing on Wednesday, 
Gov. Cuomo was as 
haughty and boastful as 
ever.

The difference this time was 
that the Albany press pack 
didn’t give him a free pass.

It’s incredible how highly he 
rates himself when he has pre-
sided over the most COVID 
deaths of any state in the nation 
by far —  22,976 as of Wednes-
day, some seven times more 
than California, 11 times more 
than Florida. New York still 
hasn’t come to grips with why 
that is. The disparity is not a 
random act of God, as the gov-
ernor would have us believe.

He bears at least some culpa-
bility. He was slower to re-
spond to the threat of the virus. 
And then he compounded that 
error with the unforgivably cal-
lous act of forcing nursing 
homes to admit COVID-posi-
tive patients — a death sen-
tence for other residents as the 
infection spread like wildfire.

And yet, not a trace of worry 
do we see on Cuomo’s tanned 
face.

There is no remorse, just 
buck-passing.

Wednesday, for instance, he 
blamed President Trump for 
the nursing-home deaths. The 
chutzpah is astonishing.

But at least he faced tough 
questions about a potential 
federal probe into his March 25 
directive to nursing homes.

“I have refrained from poli-
tics,” he said, laughably. “But 
anyone who wants to ask ‘why 
did the state do that with 
COVID patients and nursing 
homes,’ it’s because the state 
followed President Trump’s 
CDC guidance.

“So they should ask President 
Trump.”

Cuomo even tried to claim 
that the more-than-5,500 
deaths connected to nursing 
homes in New York was a bet-
ter toll, per capita, than most 
other states.

But the state Department of 
Health seems to have fudged the 
death toll, admitting it does not 
count nursing-home residents 
who ended up dying in hospital 
of the coronavirus, so the real 
numbers are much higher.

Asked about this convenient 
accounting, Cuomo returned to 
Trump: “The state followed 
President Trump’s CDC 
guidance . . . No numbers 
were changed.”

A reporter pointed out 
that Cuomo has shown a 
“willingness to thwart 

Miranda Devine
mdevine@nypost.com

President Trump at other 
times.” Why not on his March 
25 nursing-home directive?

Good question, which 
 Cuomo couldn’t answer.

Instead, he switched to blam-
ing the nursing homes.

“In retrospect, do you think 
that was a bad decision? Do 
you think it contributed to the 
death toll?”

“No,” said Cuomo. “Because 
you have to be saying the nurs-
ing homes were wrong in ac-
cepting COVID-positive pa-
tients.”

It is Kafkaesque. First, he or-
ders nursing homes to obey a 
directive with his name embla-
zoned at the top of the page: “All 
NHs must comply with the ex-
pedited receipt of residents re-
turning from hospitals . . . No 
resident shall be denied 
readmis sion or admis-
sion to the NH solely 
on a confirmed or 
suspected diagno-
sis of COVID-19.”

The nursing 
homes were 
“prohibited” in 
that March 25 
directive even 
from COVID-
testing dis-
charged pa-
tients.

But now 

that the policy has blown up in 
his face, he blames those same 
nursing homes for doing what 
he ordered them to do.

“We always had alternative 
beds . . .  Any nursing home 
could just say, ‘I can’t handle a 
COVID person.’ ”

Yet in April he told a reporter 
at a press conference that the 
nursing homes “don’t have the 
right to object.”

His reversal of the directive 
on Mother’s Day was a tacit ac-
knowledgement of wrong -
doing, as was the legal indem-
nity for nursing homes that he 
reportedly slipped into the 
state budget in late March.

The terrible thing about 
 Cuomo is that he has the ap-
pearance of being everything 
he’s not. He is a facsimile of a 
take-charge alpha male who 

stands up and takes re-
sponsibility. In real-

ity, he behaves like 
a dithering, vain, 
deceitful bully.

He appears to 
be a moral 
Catholic family 
man who talks 
about his days as 

an altar boy and 
expresses concern 

for the sanctity of 
life.

“To me, I say the 
cost of a human life, 

a human life is price-
less. Period,” he phi-

losophized 
one day 

while trying to justify his deci-
sion to keep everyone in lock-
down.

But it’s not true. He doesn’t 
think every human life is pre-
cious at all.

Last year he pushed for 
 euthanasia legislation and 
gloated about signing into law 
the state’s late-term abortion 
laws. He even had One World 
Trade Center lit in hot pink in 
an obscene celebration of death.

And didn’t he just tell us 
breezily last week, as the heat 
from his nursing-home fiasco 
dialed up: “Older people, vul-
nerable people are going to die 
from this virus. That is going to 
happen despite whatever
you do.”

He made sure of it.
We knew from the start of the 

pandemic that the frail elderly 
were most at risk. Florida, with 
its big retired population, 
moved early to protect nursing 
homes.

A mistake is one thing, but 
Cuomo’s lack of remorse or 
self-doubt is chilling. 

“I feel very good about how 
exhaustive I have been in com-
municating,” he boasted on 
Wednesday.

It is true he has been commu-
nicating “exhaustively.”

His “love gov” routine —  jok-
ing around with his brother on 
CNN and strutting his stuff as 
New York’s most eligible bach-
elor — has done wonders for 
his approval ratings.

But it doesn’t save the people 
who died distressing deaths, 
unnecessarily and alone, in 
nursing homes that he knew 
could barely cope at the best of 
times.

Gov hypocrisy 
on life, death & 
nursing homes

followed President Trump’s 

“So they should ask President 

Cuomo even tried to claim 
that the more-than-5,500 
deaths connected to nursing 
homes in New York was a bet-
ter toll, per capita, than most 

But the state Department of 
Health seems to have fudged the 
death toll, admitting it does not 
count nursing-home residents 
who ended up dying in hospital 
of the coronavirus, so the real 
numbers are much higher.

Asked about this convenient 
accounting, Cuomo returned to 
Trump: “The state followed 
President Trump’s CDC 
guidance . . . No numbers 

A reporter pointed out 
that Cuomo has shown a 
“willingness to thwart 

resident shall be denied 
readmis sion or admis-
sion to the NH solely 
on a confirmed or 
suspected diagno-
sis of COVID-19.”

The nursing 
homes were 
“prohibited” in 
that March 25 
directive even 
from COVID-
testing dis-
charged pa-
tients.

But now 

take-charge alpha male who 
stands up and takes re-

sponsibility. In real-
ity, he behaves like 

a dithering, vain, 
deceitful bully.

He appears to 
be a moral 
Catholic family 
man who talks 
about his days as 

an altar boy and 
expresses concern 

for the sanctity of 
life.

“To me, I say the 
cost of a human life, 

a human life is price-
less. Period,” he phi-

losophized 
one day 

NY Post: Hans Pennink

Ex-cop with 
good shot at  
beating AOC

No matter how sick you are of 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, it’s hard to 
imagine that a Republican could 
dislodge her from her deep blue 
stronghold in The Bronx and Queens.

But if anyone can do it, it’s John 
Cummings. Born and bred in The 
Bronx, he’s an-ex cop injured in the line 
of duty who retired to become a civics 
teacher at his old Catholic school, Saint 
Raymond in The Bronx.

Judging by the hefty $2 million he has 
already raised and the enthusiastic 
reaction from district residents, it’s not 
as much of a long shot as you’d think.

“AOC is a far left socialist, and a lot of 
the people that live in that district are 
working people, homeowners, union 
people, people who work in the service 
industry, in health and hospitals, in 
construction, firefighters, police . . . 
They’re not looking for high taxes. 
They’re not looking for socialized 
medicine. They like their health 
insurance.”

AOC won the seat from incumbent 
Democrat Joe Crowley in a  primary 
upset in 2018. Crowley was a 
“moderate, a Reagan Democrat,” who 
had the seat for more than two decades, 
but ended up taking it for granted, says 
Cummings, 59, whose ideology is closer 
to Crowley’s than is AOC’s.

“She has done a great job of creating a 
national persona. But when it comes to 
the district, she doesn’t even have her 
own office in The Bronx.”

With any luck, the 14th Congressional 
District has a bad case of buyer’s 
remorse.
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Weird
trueBUT

He messed with the wrong 
cowboy.

An Israeli mobster was so 
heartbroken when a crook 
swiped his beloved horse, he 
stormed the man’s home 
with his own private “army,” 
according to a report.

Nissim Alperon allegedly 
led the convoy of 10 vehicles 
to the West Bank near Kfar 
Saba to get back his equine 
pal, which insiders said he 
“raised like a baby.”

The steed was soon re-
turned to the mobster.

Maybe one should just use 
“Benjamin.”

Two candidates with the 
same name, Ben Hanson — 
and similar physical appear-
ances — are running for the 
same post in North Dakota.

The Ben Hansons are com-
peting for the position of 
state representative in Dis-
trict 46, causing voters to do 
double-takes.

A British man flubbed a ro-
mantic gesture to his girl-
friend when he accidentally 
had the delivery instructions 
carved into a set of gin 
glasses.

Daniel Varey tried to order 
a message on the cups en-
graved for Hayley Woodward 
— but accidentally filled out 
the delivery info in the “per-
sonalization” section.

When the gift arrived, a 
message engraved in the 
glasses read, “Can we have it 
delivered before Monday if 
possible as that’s her 30th.”

Got a fork?
A semitrailer hauling 

40,000 pounds of macaroni 
and cheese overturned in 
Tennessee — spilling the de-
licious mess across a high-
way.

The rig was near Nashville 
on Interstate 40 when the 
driver lost control, sending 
powdered cheese and pasta 
flying. Nobody was injured.

A woman in China dealt 
with her breakup by sending 
her ex a ton of raw red on-
ions. 

“Ms Zhao,” as the  press 
calls her, had been crushed 
her ex didn’t shed a tear, 
while  she wept for days. 

“I’ve cried for three days, 
now it’s your turn,” she wrote 
in a note with the delivery, 
according to the Daily Mail. 

Natalie O’Neill, Wires

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo says he didn’t re-
taliate against Steve Linick 
when he asked President 
Trump to fire him as State 
Department inspector gen-
eral — and that New Jersey 
Sen. Bob Menendez is to 
blame for stoking contro-

versy about the move.
Pompeo accused Menen-

dez, the top Democrat on 
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, during a 
Wednesday briefing.

“This is all coming 
through the office of Sena-
tor Menendez,” Pompeo 

said. “I don’t get my ethics 
guidance from a man who 
was criminally prosecuted 
— case number 15-155, New 
Jersey federal district court. 
A man for whom his Senate 
colleagues, bipartisan, said 
basically that he was taking 
bribes.” Steven Nelson

Pompeo hammers Menendez
A heartless Long Island 

mom and her boyfriend 
abandoned her terrified 
6-year-old daughter on a 
crowded Queens street, 
tossing garbage bags con-
taining the girl’s clothes out 
a car  window after her, pros-
ecutors said Wednesday.

Patrice Chambers, 29, and 

Mark Pamphile, 28, were 
busted after allegedly forc-
ing the child from her 
mom’s car in Laureltown 
Monday near the home of 
the girl’s biological dad. 

A good Samaritan found 
the youngster and escorted 
her to two safety agents.

Rebecca Rosenberg

Cruel mom ‘dumps’ kid

Turned into toxic man of Steele by sleezy op

SeRGeI Millian misses New 
York. After the naturalized 
US citizen became an unwit-
ting player in the 2016 elec-

tion controversies, he grew increas-
ingly worried about his safety and 
left the country. 

“I was being set up,” Millian 
wrote me recently via Twitter. 

Millian (above) is one of the cen-
tral, and yet little-known, figures in 
the Russian “collusion” hoax. His 
ostensible role, as described in FBI 
documents and press reports, is 
confusing. That was by design. 

Christopher Steele told the FBI 
that Millian was a “boastful” source 
for the former British spy’s discred-
ited “dossier” describing Donald 
Trump’s ties to Russia. 

Steele’s client Glenn Simpson, a 
Hillary Clinton campaign contrac-
tor, said Millian was a source and a 
Russian intelligence officer. 

The evidence shows that Millian 
is neither. He was swept into the 
anti-Trump operation simply be-
cause he dealt with Russian busi-
nessmen, once sold apartments in 
Trump properties, and publicly 
supported the 2016 Republican can-
didate. Millian, who won’t disclose 
his present location, is concerned 
he may still be in danger. He’s al-
ready paid a steep price.

The early chapter of Millian’s 
American story is the quintessen-
tial immigrant’s tale of ambition 
and hustle. Born Siarhei Kukuts in 
Belarus in 1978, he jumped at the 
chance to come to the United 
States when he was offered an edu-
cation grant in 2001. He first made 
his home in Atlanta and then New 
York. He worked as a translator and 
obtained his real-estate license. He 
also co-founded the Russian-Amer-
ica Chamber of Commerce to pro-
mote business, cultural and educa-
tional  exchanges. 

Millian thought it was a chance to 
make connections. But it was this 
association that would later spike 
the dark interest of those who 
sought to destroy him. 

In April 2016, Millian gave an in-
terview to a Russian-language Web 
site explaining why he supported 
Trump. He liked the candidate’s 

business sense, had met him once 
in Miami in 2007, and was proud to 
have sold units from a Trump prop-
erty in south Florida. “That inter-
view is when Simpson started to 
target me,” Millian wrote me.

Research documents belonging 
to Simpson’s Washington, DC, firm, 
Fusion GPS, show that Millian was 
indeed in their crosshairs. To 
 bolster their collusion narrative, 
they claimed he was a Russian spy 
secretly in contact with the Trump 
team.

In fact, Steele never met Millian. 
The dossier says that another 
source spoke to Millian, and then 
claimed that Millian had relayed 
wild rumors — like Vladimir Putin 
had compromising videos of  
Trump. Millian denies saying that. 

This secondhand account of un-
verified hogwash was passed along 
to the FBI, and was then parroted 
until it became an unbelievable tale 
of treachery. 

Simpson boasts in his 2019 book, 
“Crime in Progress,” that he told an 
ABC News producer “to get Millian 
on camera.” Millian wrote me that 
he was baffled and upset when 
former ABC newsman Brian Ross 
asked repeatedly if the Chamber of 
Commerce was a front for Russian 
espionage. “They promised they 

wouldn’t  air that,”  Millian wrote. 
“But they did.”

Government documents show 
the FBI appears to have taken 
Simpson  seriously, and opened an 
investigation into Millian — as they 
had with  Gen. Michael Flynn and 
three other Trump campaign offi-
cials falsely alleged to have suspi-
cious contacts with Russian offi-
cials. With Trump’s victory and 
publication of the dossier, the press 
pushed the phony claims that 
 Millian was a source for it, with ties 
to Russian intelligence. 

Millian began to receive death 
threats.

 “My friends and business associ-
ates kept getting calls from the me-
dia about me,” Millian wrote me. 

“Some got scared and disap-
peared. I lost job opportunities and 
the executive positions I held in 
various enterprises. I lost every-
thing that I’d spent 15 years in 
America building.”

Millian reasoned that he had little 
chance of clearing his name at the 
time, saying: “You saw what they did 
to Flynn. If they can do it to a gen-
eral, you can only guess what they 
would have done to me if I stayed.”

Lee Smith is author of the 
 bestselling book “The Plot Against 
the President.” 

THE FALLOUT
A series on how the Russian 
"collusion" hunt upended lives

Sputnik via A
P

Turned into toxic man of Steele by sleezy op
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$19.95
SPECIAL

COLLECTOR’SPRICE

(a $99.95 value)

• Go to americanmint.com/776.03• Call us toll-free at
877-807-MINT (6468)

• Mail in your completed
order form and payment

easy ways
to order:3

American Mint
P.O. Box 10, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

MAIL THIS COMPLETED FORM ALONGWITH YOUR PAYMENT TO:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address

______________________________________________________________ _____________ _________________
City State Zip Code

Keycode: 776.03

YES! I want to order the POW-MIA Military Knife (Item #527-784-4) – a $99.95 value – for just
$19.95. Shipping and handling is FREE. I will also receive a 2"-long vial of gold flakes absolutely FREE
with my order!

REDEMPTION CERTIFICATE

Satisfaction Guarantee: To ensure that you are delighted with the items you receive from American Mint, all of
our items are backed by our unconditional satisfaction guarantee. If you are not completely satisfied with your
purchase, you may send it back within 20 days at our cost for replacement, credit, or refund — no questions asked.
All orders subject to applicable sales tax and acceptance by American Mint. For questions, please contact us toll-free at
1-877-807-MINT. ©2020 American Mint LLC

PLEASE REMIT PAYMENT IN ORDER FOR SHIPMENT TO BE PROCESSED
Signature required below

Please charge my:

Credit Card
Number:

Check / Money Order enclosed (made payable to American Mint)

SIGNATURE REQUIRED ON ALL ORDERS✘

Card Valid
Through:

Order
Date:M M Y Y Y Y M M D D Y Y

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
During the immense chaos of the Vietnam War, nearly 2,500 American soldiers were unaccounted for. About half of those soldiers
were believed to have been killed in the line of duty, while the other half were listed as “Missing in Action” or “Prisoner ofWar.”When
the Paris Peace Accords of 1973 were signed, 591 American POWs were released to return home, but the fate of countless missing
soldiers remains unknown to this day. Still, the sacrifice of these brave members of the Armed Forces will never be forgotten.

Available exclusively from American Mint, the POW-MIA Military Knife pays tribute to the soldiers who never made it home.
Designed by master artisans, the rugged military knife features a stainless steel blade with a matte black finish and laser-marked writing
on both sides. The colorful 3D-printed bar representing the Vietnam Veteran service ribbon and the 24k gold-layered replica of the
Vietnam Service Medallion set in the pommel honor our fallen soldiers as we vow to
never forget the ultimate sacrifice they made in the name of freedom.

• 6.625"-long* polished flat-ground blade crafted
in 420 stainless steel with a rugged matte
black finish

• Rugged plastic handle with crosshatch
pattern and sturdy steel gun-sight guard

• 24k gold-layered replica of the Vietnam Service
Medallion set into the pommel (shown at right)

• Colorful 3D-printed bar representing
the Vietnam Veteran service ribbon

• Overall length: 11.75"*

• Presented in a specially
fitted presentation box

• Available exclusively from
American Mint

*Blades are hand-crafted;
precise length may vary slightly

Phone Number Customer Number (if known)

– –
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CONN.
N.Y.

N.J.

Post Weather Report

Almanac
Athens 80/63/t 74/55/pc
Baghdad 111/78/s 112/78/s
Beijing 74/56/t 88/61/s
Berlin 69/48/pc 71/56/pc
Cairo 107/73/pc 96/68/s
Dublin 64/50/pc 61/46/sh
Geneva 78/54/pc 81/59/pc
Hong Kong 91/79/r 86/78/t
Jerusalem 95/65/s 87/63/s
Kabul 83/56/c 83/53/pc
London 78/59/t 70/52/c
Madrid 88/59/s 91/62/pc
Mexico City 83/58/t 81/54/t
Montreal 75/52/pc 80/56/s
Moscow 49/39/sh 48/38/r
Paris 84/63/pc 79/54/pc
Rio de Janeiro 79/69/s 82/71/pc
Rome 82/56/s 77/57/s
Sydney 67/49/sh 60/51/sh
Tokyo 62/58/sh 65/61/c

World cities TODAY TOMORROW

Albany 76/50/s 80/61/pc
Danbury 68/46/s 73/57/pc
Glens Falls 74/45/s 80/55/pc
Gr Barrington 74/46/s 77/57/pc
Kingston 73/46/s 77/58/pc
Liberty 69/46/s 72/55/pc
Monticello 69/47/s 73/57/pc
Newburgh 72/49/s 75/59/pc
Poughkeepsie 73/47/s 76/59/pc
Saratoga Springs 75/46/s 79/58/pc
Stroudsburg 70/49/s 71/58/sh
Torrington 70/46/s 74/57/pc
Syracuse 76/53/s 77/59/pc

Regional cities TODAY TOMORROW

Sun and Moon

Coney Island 7:45a 7:57p 8:24a 8:31p
Fire Island 7:39a 8:05p 8:18a 8:43p
Hempstead 11:48a 11:39p 12:12p ---
Huntington 11:36a 11:39p 12:11p ---
Jones Inlet 7:29a 7:41p 8:08a 8:15p
Montauk Point 8:59a 9:16p 9:40a 9:55p
Port Washington 11:58a 11:40p 12:18p ---
Sandy Hook 7:49a 8:01p 8:28a 8:35p

New York Tides TODAY TOMORROW

YESTERDAY’S CONDITIONS AT CENTRAL PARK THROUGH 6PM

Temperature

High Tide for 1st 2nd 1st 2nd

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, r-rain, t-thunder-
storms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

Sunrise today ......................... 5:33 a.m.
Sunset tonight ........................ 8:12 p.m.
Moonrise today ...................... 5:09 a.m.
Moonset today ....................... 7:15 p.m.

High: 66, Low: 51, Mean: 59
Departure from Normal
Yesterday: -5 degrees

Precipitation
Yesterday: 0.00”, Month: 0.92”, Year:
13.66”, Normal year to date: 18.28”
Cooling Degree days yesterday ................0
Total for the month (normal) ..........12 (26)
Total since Jan. 1 (normal) ..............12 (35)
Last year to date .......................................29
Heat Index (at noon yest.) ..................... 61
UV index (for Thu.) ............ 10 (Very High)
Humidity (at noon) ............................. 40%

New

May 22

First

May 29

Full

June 5

Last

June 13

Forecasts and
graphics provided by

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Forecast data is current as of 6
p.m. yesterday. Temperatures are
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

Thursday Friday

Saturday Sunday

Today:Mostly
sunny.High62
to 68.

Tonight:Mainly
clear. Low51 to 57.

Spotty
showers.
High66
to 72.
Evening
Partly cloudy. Low
50 to 56.

Tomorrow
night: Cloudy
witha showeror
two. Low57 to 63.

Tomorrow:
Increasing
cloudiness.High68
to 74.

Mostly
cloudy.High
67 to 73.

Evening
Mostly cloudy. Low
48 to 54.

Bridgeport
64/51

Stamford
65/50

Peekskill
70/49

White Plains
66/49

Garden
City

63/50

Sussex
72/47

Newark
65/53

Paterson
70/50

Asbury Park
58/51

Manasquan
59/51

Toms River
61/50

Long Beach
59/52

Atlantic City
64/53

Ocean City
61/55

La G
65/54

Sandy Hook
58/53

Long Beach
58/52

Deer Park
62/49

Huntington
65/50

JFK
62/52

Montauk
59/50

Riverhead
61/47 Southampton

57/49

Pollen: Moderate. Predominant pollen: Oak
AQI rating: (for Thu.).................................Good

AIR QUALITY

Showers

T-storms

Rain

Flurries

Snow

Ice

Cold

Warm

Stationary

Fronts

Shown are noon positions of
weather systems and precipitation.
Temperature bands are highs for
the day. Forecast high/low tempera-
tures are given for selected cities.

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

Thursday, May 21, 2020

A Brooklyn man donned a 
devil-like Halloween mask 
before infiltrating a senior 
center and shooting a 62-
year-old dead in his bed, po-
lice sources said Wednesday.

Gregory Spears, 39, alleg-
edly wore a horned-devil 
mask as he knocked on the 
door to  Angel Medina’s 14th-
floor apartment in the Lang-
ston Hughes Senior Center in 
Brownsville at around 2:45 
p.m. Tuesday, the sources 
said. Medina’s wife answered 
and led Spears to the bed-
room, where he allegedly  
whipped out a pistol and 
blasted Medina several times, 
fatally wounding him.

Spears left, but was later 
identified by witnesses, and 
collared Wednesday.

EMTs were unable to  save 
Medina.

The motive for the shoot-
ing was unknown; neither  
was the reason the alleged 
killer was allowed in.

No one answered the 
phone at the senior center 
Wednesday.
Tina Moore, Craig McCarthy

‘Devilish’ 
murder 

at sr. site
Joe Biden is urging  Demo-

crats to condemn   criticism of  
Israel that “morphs” into an-
ti-Semitism — including 
when it is coming from the 
liberal wing of the party.

Speaking on Tuesday to 
donors at a virtual fundraiser 
that was billed as a “fireside 
chat” between Biden “and 
the American Jewish Com-
munity,” the 2020 Demo-
cratic White House hopeful 
argued that while anyone can 
disagree with Israeli policies,  
anti-Semitism must always 
be condemned — “whatever 
the source.”

“Criticism of Israel’s policy 
is not anti-Semitism,” the 
former vice president said. 
“But too often that criticism 
from the left morphs into an-
ti-Semitism.”

“We have to condemn it, 
and I’ve gotten in trouble for 
doing that,” he says in a tran-
script of the call obtained by 
the New York Times. “What-
ever the source, right, left or 
center.” Emily Jacobs

By Yaron SteinBuch

Palestinian leader Mahmoud Ab-
bas has declared an end to all peace 
agreements and understandings 
with Israel and the United States — 
including the landmark 1993 Oslo 
Accord — because of the Jewish 
state’s plans to annex settlements 
in the West Bank.

“The Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization and the State of Palestine 
are absolved, as of today, of all the 
agreements and understandings 
with the American and Israeli gov-
ernments and of all the obligations 
based on these understandings and 
agreements, including the security 
ones,” Abbas (right) said Tuesday.

He added that Israel would now 
have to “shoulder all responsibili-
ties and obligations in front of the 
international community as an oc-
cupying power over the territory of 
the occupied state of Palestine.”

The US, as a “primary partner 
with the Israeli occupation govern-
ment,” will be “fully responsible 
for the oppression of the Palestin-

ian people,” he added after an 
emergency meeting of his Cabinet 
in Ramallah.

Abbas, president of the Palestin-
ian Authority, has threatened simi-
lar moves in the past, but has not 
acted on them.

His statement came in response 
to Israeli plans to annex Jewish set-
tlements and the Jordan Valley, in 
accordance with President Trump’s 
Mideast peace plan.

The annexation could move for-
ward quickly because  Israel’s new 
government was sworn in  and   
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu began his fifth term  Sunday.

The coalition deal signed by Net-
anyahu, of the right-wing Likud 
party, with Blue and White party 
leader Benny Gantz, who is set to 
replace Netanyahu as prime minis-
ter late next year, allows Netan-
yahu to  ask the Cabinet and the 
Knesset to vote on annexation as 
early as July 1.

Palestinians have rejected 
Trump’s plan, which was released 
in January,  out of fear it would 
recognize Israeli claims to parts of 
the West Bank that they  want for 
their own  future state.

Under  the plan, about 30 percent 
of the  West Bank could become 
part of Israel under any  peace ac-
cord with the Palestinians.

The Palestinian leadership has 
been boycotting the American gov-
ernment since Trump  recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital in late 
2017. With Wires

Abbas gets un-pact Joe warns 
of Dems’ 
anti-SemsPLO chief: All peace deals are off
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I T’S a heaping portion of cow-
ardice with a side of reflexive 
liberal cancel culture, cour-
tesy of our most reliable pro-

vider: The New York Times.
After their star food columnist 

was pitchforked online last week 
for criticizing Chrissy Teigen 
and Marie Kondo, the paper — 
rather than stand by their writer 
or have a private conversation 
with her — is clumsily trying to 
appease the online masses, pub-
licly placing 34-year-old Alison 
Roman “on leave.”

Even better: The Times won’t 
say why!

We all know the reason: The 
editors think Roman was ra-
cially insensitive for speaking 
critically of two Asian women, 
but the Times won’t come out 
and say it. What kind of social-
justice warriorhood is that?

This controversy, such as it is 
(God are we bored, bored, 
bored in quarantine) unfolded 
last week when Roman gave an 
interview to New Consumer 
(never heard of it, either).

Roman spoke about her bur-
geoning fame, the stark differ-
ence between the life she’s sell-
ing online — ar-
tisanal, stylish, 
privileged — and 
her actual life, 
one that has her 
living and work-
ing in a third-
floor Brooklyn walk-up with no 
dishwashing machine — and no 
second house upstate. (For a 
New York Times denizen, that’s 
deprivation.)

“I do need to figure out how 
to turn this into money,” Roman 
said. “Straight up.”

In talking about ways she 
would and wouldn’t commodify 
her brand, Roman criticized 
Kondo and Teigen. Kondo, 
 Roman said, “decided to capital-
ize on her fame” as the guru of 
decluttering and making “stuff 
that you can buy. That is com-
pletely antithetical to every-
thing she’s ever taught you.”

Yes! True! Marie Kondo, who 
has built an empire telling us to 
throw out everything we own 
that doesn’t “spark joy” — what-
ever that means — now sells 
tuning forks ($75), an “Organic 
Meditation Floor Cushion” 
($169), a “French Flax hypoaller-
genic linen kimono robe” ($115), 
a deck of “Inner Compass Love 
Meditation Cards” ($55) and a 

“Zen egg” ($40), among other 
Goopy flotsam and jetsam on 
her Web site.

Con Marie, indeed.
Teigen, Roman said, parlayed 

a successful cookbook into: 
“Boom, line at Target. Boom, 
now she has an Instagram page 

that has over a 
million follow-
ers, where it’s 
just, like, people 
running a con-
tent farm for her. 
That horrifies 

me, and it’s not something that I 
ever want to do. I don’t aspire to 
that. But, like, who’s laughing 
now? Because she’s making a 
ton of f - - king money.”

This is Roman’s opinion. 
Since when are we not allowed 
to have opinions, let alone voice 
them? Also, let’s be real: This is 
ultimately complimentary. 
 Roman is admitting that she 
wants what Teigen has: “a ton of 
f - - king money.” 

That said, part of the inter-
view could be interpreted as 
problematic. Right after ripping 
into Kondo, Roman imperson-
ated an infomercial hustler, say-
ing, in part, “Please to buy my 
cutting board!”

Some have taken that as 
 Roman mocking an Asian per-
son’s attempt at English. Roman 
denied that on Twitter, saying it 
was a reference to “Please to the 
Table,” an Eastern European 
cookbook.

Dan Frommer, who inter-
viewed Roman, posted an adden-

dum to his piece, writing, “I want 
to set the record unequivocally 
straight: Alison was not mocking 
an Asian accent when she said 
that to me, and any claim that 
she was is incorrect.”

Whatever Roman’s intent, this 
rush to cancel her — and shame 
on the Times for caving — is 
 ridiculous and has nothing to do 
with the “please-to” quote. It has 
only to do with what she said 
about Kondo and Teigen. The 
idea that Roman could lose her 
livelihood and reputation for vo-
calizing an interesting, non-me-
dia-trained take on two very 
wealthy, successful, famous 
women who will be just fine is 
terrifying. And why are the plebes 
defending the 1 percent here?

As of now, Kondo hasn’t com-
mented. You know who decid-
edly isn’t offended? Teigen, who 
is set to executive produce Ro-
man’s forthcoming cooking 
show. On Tuesday, Teigen took 
to Twitter to voice her displeas-
ure at Roman’s suspension.

“I’m not happy with the NYT 
leave,” Teigen tweeted in part. 
“It just sucks in every way. . . . I 
don’t like this one bit, and I’m 
doing what I can (off Twitter) to 
make that known.” 

Roman, by the way, already 
apologized profusely last week. 
I’d say she has nothing to apolo-
gize for, but of the many social 
maladies this virus has made 
stronger, cancel culture — even 
at a publication that should 
know better — is top among 
them. mcallahan@nypost.com

Untouchables
Dissing the uber-wealthy gets you canceled?

MAUREEN
CALLAHAN

The Times has suspended writer Alison Roman for — mildly — criti-
cizing Marie Kondo (top inset) and Chrissy Teigen (bottom inset). 

R
euters

Media watch: The COVID Spike That Wasn’t
CNN reported that “Texas is seeing the highest number of new corona-

virus cases and deaths just two weeks after it officially reopened,” imply-
ing that reopening led to a resurgence — which, groans RealClearPolitics’ 
Sean Trende, is “simply wrong.” In fact, the “rate of increase has  remained 
virtually unchanged since early May” in the state’s large metro areas. 
Since “COVID-19 does not kill quickly,” the latest Texas deaths were 
“mostly seeded before the reopening,” and the data suggest the rising 
 infection numbers result from increased testing, not an uptick in cases. 
Notably, “the percentage of tests being returned positive is at a two-
month low.” CNN’s “misfeasance or malfeasance” — a “major media com-
pany spreading what is dangerously close to disinformation” — erodes 
“overall public confidence in an important institution for democracy.”

Libertarian: #MeToo’s Memory-Holing
After Tara Reade alleged that Joe Biden had assaulted her, many #MeToo 

leaders  said they’d “never claimed that all women should be believed,” notes 
Reason’s Robby Soave — in “a transparent attempt to rewrite history.”  As 
Soave notes, Hillary Clinton captured the “movement’s central tenet” when 
she said “every survivor of sexual assault” has “the right to be believed.” 
Simply put, “#MeToo advocates demanded a presumption of belief for every 
individual who claims to be a sexual-misconduct victim.” To say anything 
else “is, to use a term beloved by victims’-rights advocates, gaslighting.”

Foreign desk: Uniting Against China
“Far from correcting course” after covering up the coronavirus crisis, “the 

Chinese Communist Party is doubling down in its attempts to squash any 
criticism,” sighs Michael Auslin at The Hill. Yet “all the threats and insults” 
against countries and organizations that dare question the origins of the pan-
demic, “redolent of the worst Soviet diatribes during the Cold War,” might 
actually weaken Beijing’s standing — especially if democracies “work 
 together, presenting a united front in the face of Chinese intimidation tac-
tics.” Since “democracies still have enormous power, wealth and appeal,” 
they could work to prevent Beijing from “picking off the needier nations with 
aid or intimidation tactics.” A united China playbook would be the first step 
toward “transparency and equality” in the West’s relationship with China.

Pandemic journal: How Florida Got It Right
The coronavirus response in Florida, where “the disaster so widely pre-

dicted hasn’t materialized,” is “the opposite of the media narrative of a 
Trump-friendly governor disregarding the facts to pursue a reckless 
agenda,” observes National Review’s Rich Lowry. Gov. Ron DeSantis & Co. 

“followed the science closely from the beginning, 
which is why they forged a nuanced approach.” Sun-
shine State officials ignored the models that quickly 
proved wrong, instead examining the evidence from 
abroad, which showed the elderly were most at risk. 
So “Florida went out of its way to get COVID-19-
positive people out of nursing homes, while New 
York went out of its way to get them in, a policy now 
widely acknowledged to have been a debacle.” As 
DeSantis told Lowry, “if I can send PPE to the nurs-
ing homes, and they can prevent an outbreak there, 
that’s going to do more to lower the burden on hos-
pitals than me just sending” gear to hospitals.

Iconoclast: Our Predictable Crises
Central Michigan faces “a serious ecological crisis” as “flooding has led 

to the failure of multiple dams along the Tittabawassee River” — and it 
“was predicted years ago,” laments The Week’s Matthew Walther. But it’s 
the sort of problem “no one wants to address until it’s too late, not just in 
Michigan but across the United States, where the phrase ‘crumbling 
 infrastructure’ has been with us so long that it too is probably on the 
verge of collapse.” We’re “incapable of meaningful action until we find 
ourselves in the middle of a totally predictable crisis.” Indeed, many 
problems cited during the coronavirus pandemic — “the dangers of nurs-
ing homes, racial inequality, social atomization” — should have been 
“dealt with long before we found ourselves faced with a novel virus. 
 Instead, we waited as we always do until the dams burst, metaphorically 
and otherwise.” — Compiled by Karl Salzmann & Kelly Jane Torrance

Ron DeSantis 



N
ew

 Y
or

k 
P

os
t,

 T
hu

rs
d

ay
, 

M
ay

 2
1,

 2
02

0
ny

p
os

t.
co

m
20

letters@nypost.com

E-MAIL: letters@nypost.com or WRITE to The Editor, The New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York, NY 10036. Include name, address and daytime phone number. No unverifiable 

letters will be published. The Post reserves the right to edit all letters.

The New York Post is published by N.Y. P. Holdings Inc., 1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. 
Rupert Murdoch, Chairman; Sean M. Giancola, Publisher; Stephen Lynch, Editor-in-Chief;

Mark Cunningham, Editorial Page Editor

aren’t New York City’s 
people of color less able 
to use the Long Island 
beaches because of a 
lack of available transit 
and/or the  higher cost of   
transportation? 

And so here we have 
another liberal feigning 
concern for the welfare 
of the people while dem-
onstrating a distinct bias.

Frank DeLustro
Long Branch, NJ

De Blasio should keep 
city residents  swimming  
at Coney Island. They 
should not be coming out 
to Long Island.

I am a lifeguard in Nas-
sau and friendly with  life-
guards in Suffolk and 
Eastern Long Island. Ev-
erybody agrees that we 
will use all of our power 
to keep these city people 
away from our beaches. 

Most of the COVID 
cases are in the city.  It 
isn’t right for city people 
to swarm out to Nassau 
and Suffolk and overrun 
our  spaces. Frank Rizzo

Seaford

With social-distancing 
restrictions, there isn’t  
enough room on the 
beaches for residents as 
is. As a Nassau County 
resident, I want to know 
who the hell de Blasio 
thinks he is to demand 
anything. 

It’s my opinion that 
Gov. Cuomo, Mayor de 

A Tale of Two Beaches:
Blas’ Safety Hypocrisy

The Issue: Mayor de Blasio’s call for Long Island to let 
New York City residents  use its beaches.

In another brilliant 
move, our intellectually 
challenged mayor has de-
cided that it’s all right 
for city residents to 
go to beaches in Nas-
sau and Suffolk but 
not in New York City 
(“Head in the sand,” 
May 20). 

Why would out-
side beaches be will-
ing to accept city res-
idents? Basically, de 
Blasio is saying that 
we want to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 
in the city but it’s OK 
to spread it  outside 
the city. 

To enforce this, police 
will be placed on the city 
beaches with orders to 
pull swimmers from the 
water. 

Many years ago, as a 
city Parks Department 
seasonal helper, armed 
with a whistle, I was 
tasked with keeping 
swimmers out of the 
fishing area on Rockaway 
Beach. That didn’t work 
very well. Bill Isler

Queens

How dare these Nassau   
politicians ban New York-
ers from coming to what 
they call           “our beaches”?

Since when do they 
own the beaches? Maybe 
New York City should 
ban Nassau County citi-
zens from coming into 
Manhattan to work or to 
attend a show or to dine. 

These politicians never 
cease to amaze with their 
quest for power. They’re 
a  bunch of clowns and 
buffoons. Saul Mishaan

Brooklyn

So de Blasio’s latest 
stroke of genius is to 
have city residents flock 
to the beaches of Long 
Island while his city’s 
beaches remain closed. 

Set aside for now the 
obvious hypocrisy re-
garding safety. Using the 
same unsupportable 
logic the liberals engage 
in trying to prevent vot-
er-ID requirements, 

Blasio and Chancellor 
Richard Carranza are 
at fault for the epi-
demic. The chancel-
lor and the mayor 
kept the city school 
system open for an 
extended period of 
time, over a week 
longer than  other 
states, and helped to 
spread the virus to 
surrounding areas. 

New York state, 
Connecticut and 
New Jersey have suf-

fered because of these 
three stooges. 

 After all the damage 
de Blasio has done to 
New York City, he’s de-
manding  a privilege to 
which  he is not entitled 
— to use Nassau County 
beaches. 

Richard Graves
Valley Stream

Let me get this straight. 
The mayor doesn’t trust 
people in the city to en-
ter city  beach areas, so he 
closes beaches. But it’s 
OK to demand  out-of-
town leaders  allow the 
same people on beaches 
on their home turf? 

 This is simply another 
act of buffoonery from an 
elected official who just 
doesn’t trust his own de-
cision-making. 

Maybe he should put 
his wife in charge of 
beach security.

Vincent Conti
Staten Island

New Jersey  is opening 
its beaches to residents 
only, and some Long Is-
land areas  are doing the 
same  because they do 
not want people over-
crowding beaches.

Why don’t we refuse to 
allow New Jersey or 
Long Island residents 
into the five boroughs?  
After all, we don’t need 
more people crowding 
us, either. Tony Fasano

Staten Island

America’s oldest continuously published daily newspaper

S usan Rice’s memo about a high-level 
Jan. 5, 2017, meeting plainly aimed to 
protect the then-national security ad-
viser’s boss, President Barack Obama — 

but it’s backfiring spectacularly.
Rice sent the Jan. 20, 12:15 p.m.,  note (re-

cently declassified) to herself at literally  the 
last minute:  President Trump was sworn in 
at noon that day; her administration was 
headed out the door.

Oh, and Rice’s lawyer says she drafted it 
“upon the advice of the White House Coun-
sel’s Office,” Fox News reports.

The point? Ostensibly, to memorialize the 
meeting with her, Obama, Vice President 
Joe Biden, FBI boss James Comey and Dep-
uty Attorney General Sally Yates, following 
a briefing on Russian hacking.

Obama, the memo claims, stressed that 
“every aspect of this issue” be handled “by 
the book” and then “reiterated” that law en-
forcement proceed “by the book.” Comey 
“affirmed” he’s “proceeding ‘by the book.’ ” 
That’s right: She used the term three times.

Could a note scream “cover your butt” any 
louder? Why would lawyers want a docu-
ment created, two weeks after the fact and 

at the very last minute, that purported to 
show the Russia probe was totally  kosher? 

Surely because they feared people would 
think otherwise,  because the probe wasn’t.

We now know, in fact, that nothing about 
that investigation was handled ethically.

Comey, she wrote, had “concerns” about 
her replacement, Michael Flynn, and said 
the National Security Council should “po-
tentially” withhold “sensitive information” 
on Russia from Team Trump. But Rice ad-
mits it was Obama who asked whether in-
formation should not be shared.

Yet they had  no legitimate grounds to keep 
the new team in the dark about anything. 
The Obama folks knew full well by then that 
the FBI had found zero  evidence of collu-
sion or of Flynn betraying his country. Be-
cause they were listening in on his phone 
calls to foreign officials.

No outgoing president should push  aides to 
withhold information from his duly elected 
successor: Their duty is to share every last bit 
of it and cooperate with his staff to the fullest. 
This was a full-on bid to sabotage Team 
Trump — and it worked all too well.

But at least it was by the book.

‘T ax the rich, tax the rich, tax the rich,” 
Gov. Cuomo complained in February,  
mocking state lawmakers whose obses-

sion with milking wealthy New Yorkers 
risked causing those fat cats to flee the 
state. But those legislators plainly took it as 
an instruction manual.

The pandemic and lockdown have tanked 
the economy and government revenues. 
State  Sen.  Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan) told 
Newsday the answer is  “ensuring that those 
with the most are pitching in their fair share 
and those with the least are not made to 
bear a disproportionate burden.”

Never mind if that “fairness” kills the busi-
nesses she wants to milk or pushes high 
earners to give up on New York. Plenty are 
already eyeing the exits, since it’s hard to 
see how to virus-proof dense urban areas.

As it is, the top 1 percent of earners pay 46 
percent of New York income taxes. That’s a 

lot of revenue to lose if only a few of them 
skip to Florida. 

Some Democratic state lawmakers want a 
new tax on billionaires; others favor a stock-
transfer tax, a pied-à-terre tax on second 
homes, surtaxes on hedge-funders, new lev-
ies  on big corporations that got  federal tax 
breaks in 2017 and on and on.

The legislative Robin Hoods talk about 
their plans  as “shared sacrifice.” But the sac-
rifice-ees can vote “no” with their feet. The 
Empire Center’s E.J. McMahon points out 
that the stock-transfer tax, in particular, will 
simply push a mobile industry to perform its 
transactions anywhere but here.

City and state, New York faces an existen-
tial challenge: Experts warn the local econ-
omy won’t recover until 2024 — and that as-
sumes state leaders don’t  burden it further.

It’s beyond sad when the plan is to kill the 
golden goose.

D ick Gilder’s services to New York City 
were huge, from fathering the Central 
Park Conservancy to turning the then-

moribund New-York Historical Society into 
a now-lively cultural treasure. In between, 
he was a key figure in making the Manhat-
tan Institute a major player on the New York 
and national policy scenes.

A native Manhattanite who graduated Yale 
then dropped out of Yale Law, he went on to 
found the brokerage firm Gilder, Gagnon, 
Howe & Co. In 1974, he gave $17 million to be-
gin what became the Conservancy, which 
proceeded to restore the park from decades 
of neglect to become the gem it is again today.

And he did so while reaching across the 
political spectrum, indeed enticing George 

Soros into his earliest charitable venture to 
help save Central Park.

He was also a key friend of the Museum of 
Natural History and Morgan Library, among 
other local institutions. 

An energetic, principled cheerleader for  
free enterprise and free markets, he also 
helped found the Club for Growth political 
action committee to push those ideas.

His longtime “co-conspirator,” Lew Lehr-
man, notes: “Dick Gilder was a man to 
whom the word ‘aristos’ [meaning ‘best’] ap-
plies, for if America had an aristocracy, Dick 
Gilder would have embodied its highest val-
ues.” 

Let’s hope New York City can continue to 
foster, and benefit from, such leadership.

Rice Protests Too Much

Keep the Legislature Closed

Richard Gilder, 1932-2020
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and de Blasio have no plan. There 
is not a single question about when 
New York can get back to normal 
to which they have a straight 
 answer. Not one. They cash their 
taxpayer paychecks while immiser-
ating the rest of us.

If our elected leaders won’t save 
the world’s greatest city from a 
slow death by economic strangula-
tion, then the people of New York 
must do it themselves. Barbers, tai-
lors, nail  salons, sporting-goods 
stores, movie theaters and others 
should open their doors — while 
maintaining social distancing, of 
course — and dare the state to shut 
them down. 

Our politicians serve by our con-
sent; we don’t run our businesses or 
live our lives by their consent. The 
suggestion to the contrary is an 
 affront to Americanism.

It has been a long time since this 
country, let alone this city, really 
had to deal with the prospect of 
mass starvation. This isn’t about 
the stock market — it’s about par-
ents putting their kids to bed hun-
gry and hoping tomorrow there 
will be something for them to eat 
if they get up at 4:30 a.m. and get 
in line at the food bank.

We did what we were asked. We 
flattened the freakin’ curve. There is 
no longer any reasonable justifica-
tion for the government to deprive 
us of our livelihoods. And our rights 
aren’t the government’s to grant or 
take away. They belong to us — the 
free grant of nature and the God of 
nature. We’re Americans.  More 
than that: New Yorkers, goddammit.

David Marcus is The Federalist’s 
New York correspondent.

Twitter: @BlueBoxDave

Nonsense Rules Call for Civil Dissent 
C ITING the Bill of Rights and the “ide-

als of civil disobedience,” the owner of 
Atilis Gym in Bellmawr, NJ, defied 
Gov. Phil Murphy’s orders by reopen-

ing on Monday. Cops “formally” notified 
the gym owner he was in violation of the 
shutdown order and then wished him “a 
good day.” The crowd cheered. Two days 
later, Atilis is still open.

Civil disobedience is alive and well, 
even in this pandemic. 

Last week, a Texas judge told salon 
owner Shelley Luther that if she disagreed 
with  lockdown rules in Dallas, she should 
“hire a lawyer” and sue. Sorry, but most 
working people can’t afford that. They 
protest instead. And disobey when laws 
become oppressive. 

Lawyering has a place, though. In many 
states, business groups, churches and state 
representatives are suing to overturn what 
they claim are freedom-stifling rules im-
posed by autocratic governors. On Monday, 
an Oregon county judge struck down Gov. 
Kate Brown’s coronavirus restrictions, rul-
ing that her emergency powers should last 
only a month; after that, she needs legisla-
tive approval. Brown is appealing.

Last week, a Wisconsin court struck 

down Gov. Tony Evers’ “safer at home” 
regimen, when Evers tried to extend it un-
til the end of May. The court said 28 days 
of emergency powers is enough.

Expect a similar outcome in Michigan, 
where the Legislature is suing Gov.  
Gretchen Whitmer. The governor, accord-
ing to a Detroit News editorial, has “de-
clared herself the sole and absolute power 
in Michigan.”

Although Whitmer is a Democrat, and 
the legislature mostly Re-
publican, this isn’t mere 
partisan wrangling. Law-
makers offered to compro-
mise on lockdown rules, 
and she refused. At stake is 
“whether Michigan remains a representa-
tive democracy even in times of crisis,” 
the Detroit News editors warn.

Also at stake is the right to earn a living. 
Karl Manke, a barber who reopened his shop 
in Owosso, Mich., two weeks ago, has been 
wearing a mask, washing his hands between 
customers and sanitizing his tools with UV 
light. He’s taking safety seriously.

Yet the authorities have  slammed him with 
criminal misdemeanor charges. (The same, 
by the way, with  the owner of Atilis gym in 

Jersey.)  Both these business owners raise the 
some question: Why is it safe to walk down 
the aisles in Walmart but not in a smaller 
business? What makes big-box stores more 
“essential” than mom-and-pop shops?

The longer lockdowns drag on, the 
dumber rules get. Mayor de Blasio an-
nounced Monday  that beaches will be 
closed and anyone who dares swim will “be 
taken right out of the water.” Huh? Scien-
tific evidence shows that being outside is 

extremely low risk, almost 
no risk, and swimming is un-
doubtedly the lowest.

Don’t count on the NYPD 
to drag out swimmers. 
Across the nation, cops have 

displayed common sense and sympathy for 
their neighbors. Four sheriffs’ departments 
in Michigan have announced they are refus-
ing to enforce Whitmer’s orders. “With lim-
ited resources,” said the Shiawassee Co. 
sheriff, “our priority focus will be on enforc-
ing duly passed laws.”

Those are beautiful words, especially 
coming from law enforcement. Even in this 
health crisis, when safety is paramount, 
Americans are standing up for the principles 
of self-government and personal liberty. 

They know that freedoms are rarely lost in 
easy times. They’re snatched away usually 
under the guise of an emergency.

Scientific evidence shows how arbitrary 
some lockdown rules are, especially ones 
targeting the young and healthy. A minus-
cule 1.8 percent of coronavirus deaths in 
New York City are otherwise healthy peo-
ple under age 65. 

Governors and mayors in New York and 
across the country have been calling the 
shots. Why should we have confidence in 
them? Truth is, most of them failed miser-
ably to protect the vulnerable. A stagger-
ing 51 percent of coronavirus deaths 
across the nation are nursing-home resi-
dents. Ordering people to shut their busi-
nesses and stay home didn’t save these 
victims. They were already stay-ins.

More proof the shutdowns need to end: 
Georgia opened 24 days ago. COVID-19 
hospitalizations are down a whopping 34 
percent since then, while freedom and 
economic activity are up.

Betsy McCaughey is a former lieutenant 
governor of New York, chairwoman of the 
Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths and 
author of the forthcoming book “The Next 
Pandemic.” 

BETSY
McCAUGHEY

are we just left with the governor 
and his talking-head brother  arguing 
on CNN about which of the two Ma 
loves best? (Who cares?)

In late April, Georgia Gov. Brian 
Kemp defied experts by opening 
his state. The Atlantic magazine, 
once a serious publication that 
should now come with a stick of 
stale bubblegum, accused him of 

engaging in “human sacrifice.” 
You want to guess what hap-

pened? Guess, come on, take a 
guess. Instead of the predicted 
spike in deaths, the number of 
cases of coronavirus and associ-
ated deaths declined.

We should always consider that 
we are led by idiots, as one of my 
friends likes to remind me. Cuomo 

SOMETIMES, a good rant is all 
a writer can offer. Bear with 
me. 

Last Friday morning, some 
3,500 New Yorkers lined up at a 
Catholic church in Queens to re-
ceive free food hours before it 
even opened,  according to the 
New York Police Department. 
Catholic Charities has reported a 
200 percent increase in demand 
over the past month and a half.

By prolonging the coronavirus 
shutdown long after its core mis-
sion was accomplished, Gov. Cu-
omo and Mayor de Blasio have 
plunged tens of thousands of New 
Yorkers into poverty. 

It needs to end. Now.
In mid-March, we were told we 

have to endure a lockdown to ensure 
that hospitals didn’t get overrun. We 
did. The hospitals were not over-
whelmed. We turned the Javits Cen-
ter into a hospital. We didn’t need it. 
We brought in a giant Navy ship to 
treat New Yorkers. We didn’t need it. 

We were told we were moments 
away from running out of ventila-
tors. We weren’t, and now the 

United States has built so many, 
we are giving them away to other 
countries.

Meanwhile, the Big Apple is 
 dying. Its streets are empty. The 
bars and jazz clubs, restaurants 
and coffeehouses sit barren. Be-
loved haunts, storied rooms, per-
fect-slice joints are shuttered, 
many for good. The sweat equity 
of countless small-business own-
ers is evaporating.  Instead of get-
ting people back to work providing 
for their families, our mayor talks 
about a fantasyland New Deal for 
the post-coronavirus era.

Open the city. All of it. Right 
now. Broadway shows, beaches, 
Yankees games, the schools, the 
top of the freakin’ Empire State 
building. Everything. New York-
ers have already learned to so-
cially distance. Businesses can ad-
just. The elderly and infirm can 
continue to be isolated.

For two months, we have waited 
for Cuomo and de Blasio to tell us 
how this ends. Where is ex-Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg with his al-
leged army of tracers that the gov-
ernor told us was the key to re-
opening? And why did he hand that 
responsibility over to Bloomberg, 
whom  nobody elected anyway?

What the hell is going on? Is any-
body in charge of this situation? Or 

POSTOPINION

My City Is Starving
End the lockdowns — now

DaviD
Marcus

Les Misérables: Hundreds of New Yorkers line up for food-bank handouts 
outside St. Bartholomew’s Church in Queens amid a spike in hunger.

R
euters
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To solve a Su Doku,
you must put a number
from 1 to 9, in each
empty box.
Each number must

appear once in each
horizontal row, as well
as in each vertical
column and in each of
the 3-by-3 grids.
Impossible? Not once
you get the hang of it.
Tips and in depth
strategies at
www.SudokuWiki.org

Difficult #4,884

Very Easy #5,094

© Syndicated Puzzles

6 1 4 8 5
4 2 6 9 7
5 3

8 2 6 9 4

4 3 8 7 6
9 5

1 6 8 5 2
2 3 9 6 4

6
4 2 8 1 7

9 2 8
9 5

2 7 4 9
6 5

6 8 5
7 9 2 3 6

5





For more
Su Doku puzzles
see tomorrow’s
New York Post

Solutions on Page 35

Wonderword

Bridge

How to play: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle ––
horizontally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them
and Circle their letters only. Do not circle the word. The
leftover letters spell the Wonderword.

Directions: Make a 2 to 7
letter word from the letters
in each row. Add points of
each word using scoring
directions at right. 7 Letter
words get 50 point bonus.
“Blank” used as any letter
have no point value. All the
words are in the Official
SCRABBLE players
Dictionary, 4th Edition.

TO
DA
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S
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Word Force

PENALIZING
From the word or phrase above, form AT LEAST 14 
five-letter words, without using more than one form 
of the same word. For example, drink or drank (not 
both).

ANSWERS IN TOMORROW’S POST
Yesterday’s word:

REJECTION
crone
eject
enter
erect
inert

inter
joint
nicer
niece

niter
tenor
toner
tonic
trice 

   “I was South,” a fan writes, “and 
upgraded my hand due to the five-card 
suit, three tens and prime values. 
When partner responded one 
diamond, I jumped to 2NT. He bid 
3NT.”

   West led a heart, and my fan took 
the queen and tried the K-A of 
diamonds. When no queen fell, she led 
the eight of clubs to finesse.

   “West took the king and led the king 
of hearts,” my fan writes. “I ducked, 
won the next heart and cashed the ace 
of clubs. East won the next club, took 
the queen of diamonds and led a 
spade, and I won only eight tricks.

   “My partner says if I open 1NT, we 
can stop low. What say you?”

   South’s hand evaluation was fine. 
To make 3NT, she leads the ten of 
diamonds to dummy’s jack at Trick 
Two. If East wins, South has five 
diamond tricks and nine in all.

   If East ducks the first diamond, 
South lets the eight of clubs ride. 
Later, she overtakes the king of 
diamonds with the ace to finesse in 
clubs again, winning four clubs, two 
diamonds, two hearts and a spade.

The Post Puzzle Page

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
(C) 2020 Tribune Media Services

Across
1 Fifth pillar of Islam
5 Air Jordans, e.g.

10 Peel
14 “Arrested Development” ac-

tress Shawkat
15 Between, poetically
16 Grenoble gal pal
17 What the unalert might 61-

Across to take
19 Skier Lindsey with a record 20 

World Cup titles
20 __ One vodka
21 Title king in a Mozart opera
23 Granny
26 Patronize, as a restaurant
27 Amigo
30 What a gracious host might 

61-Across to give
33 Climber’s asset
35 Yours, in Tours
36 Pole worker
37 What a devout Muslim might 

61-Across to perform
42 Sports doc’s pic
43 “I’m __ hurry”
44 Sported
45 What a tight pair might 61-

Across to do
49 Women of Troy’s sch.
50 Pick up, in a way
51 Employment
53 Say when?
56 Potter’s supply
60 Biblical brother
61 Struggle vigorously ... and what 

four other long answers’ end-
ing words can do?

64 Enjoy some rays
65 Broadcasting
66 Rascals
67 Music and theater
68 “Country Grammar” rapper
69 Asking too many questions
Down
1 Talentless writer
2 Natural healer
3 Leave high and dry
4 Smith of “After Earth”
5 Last in a series
6 Iconic WWII island, briefly
7 Auckland native
8 Struck (out)
9 Marched confidently

10 Hogwarts house with a corvine 

name
11 “We all have the same values”
12 When 51-Across starts, for 

many
13 Signify
18 Diner side
22 Distance runner
24 Indian bread
25 Stella __: beer
27 Org. whose fans follow the 

links
28 Lab report?
29 Chemistry exam?
31 Dreamy
32 Separate grain from chaff
34 Controversial pretrial police 

practices
38 Ticked off
39 Possum pal of Porky Pine
40 Trauma ctrs.
41 __ room
45 Winter melon
46 Sign of bad service?
47 Christopher Paolini fantasy 

best-seller
48 “Gah!”

52 Designer Calvin
54 Mood
55 List-ending abbr.
57 Rifle filler
58 Tases
59 DIY site
62 Alaskan resource
63 Taste
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Mart-velous
Stocks headed up-

ward Wednesday, with  
gains by tech giants 
leading the way. The 
Dow added 1.5 percent,  
Nasdaq rose by 2.1 per-
cent, and the S&P 500 
nabbed close to 1.7 
percent, or 48.67 
points,  to 2,971.67.

How amusing
Disney and Univer-

sal are due to submit 
their reopening plans  
— to bring an end to 
the coronavirus-crisis 
closures  — to Florida 
state officials on 
Thursday.

New normal
Large banks, includ-

ing JPMorgan, Gold-
man Sachs and Citi-
group, are preparing 
their major offices to 
welcome back fewer 
workers, as the finan-
cial titans intend for 
more employees to 
telecommute or work 
from smaller outposts, 
Bloomberg reported.

Peek in oven
Meal-delivery ser-

vice Home Chef con-
firmed that two weeks 
ago a breach involving 
data on 8 million cus-
tomers occurred, 
TechCrunch reported.

Braked
A Ford plant in Chic-

ago had a work stop-
page for the second 
day in a row because 
of a supplier problem, 
and a factory in Michi-
gan also halted be-
cause a worker tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Sources: AP, Dow Jones, 
Reuters and Post wires

Business
Briefs

Follow us on

@NYPOSTBIZ

By LEE BrowN

Australian airline Qantas plans to 
lure back wary travelers with flights as 
cheap as $12.50 — admitting Wednes-
day that it wants to pack planes without 
social distancing in its new coronavirus 
safety protocols.

The hard-hit airline‘s chief executive, 
Alan Joyce, announced plans for AU$19 
flights between Melbourne and Sydney 
— equivalent to $12.50 — as part of a 

push to get back to “40 to 50 percent of 
pre-COVID-19 operation” by July.

“We have to offer really cheap air-
fares to get people to overcome their 
reluctance around COVID-19,” he told 
9News’ “Today” show, with current 
bookings just 5 percent of normal.

His company also revealed a series of 
new “Fly Well” safety measures to start 
on June 12, including contactless 
check-in, sanitizer wipes, extra clean-
ing and masks handed to every traveler.

But the airline — which previously 
planned to remove middle seats to 
maintain space — insists it is not 
needed because the pressurized cabin 
along with medical-grade filters keeps 
travelers safe.

Joyce said that because passengers 
face the same direction with “a barrier 
of a seat in front of them” there is “a 
very low risk of transmission.”

He also claimed that “we don’t know 
of a single person-to-person transmis-

sion on an aircraft” connected to the 
pandemic that has infected more than 
4.9 million people worldwide.

If Qantas had to fulfill even five feet 
between passengers, it would leave just 
22 people onboard an Airbus SE A320 
made for 180, the CEO said. “That means 
airfares are going to be eight to nine 
times more than they are today,” he said. 
“It economically will not be justified.”

With Post wires
leebrown@nypost.com

By NoAh MANskAr 
and LIA EustAChEwICh

An ex-Green Beret and his 
son were arrested by authori-
ties in the US Wednesday for 
allegedly helping Carlos 
Ghosn escape Japan in a con-
cert equipment box.

Former US special forces 
soldier Michael Taylor and his 
son Peter Taylor are charged in 
the bizarre plot to smuggle the 
ousted Nissan CEO out of Ja-
pan in December.

Federal prosecutors want 
the pair jailed while they face 
extradition to Japan, saying 
they have an “aptitude for 
hatching escape plans on a 
grand scale.” Japanese authori-
ties issued warrants for their 
arrest in January.

“The plot to spirit Ghosn out 
of Japan was one of the most 
brazen and well-orchestrated 
escape acts in recent history, 
involving a dizzying array of 
hotel meetups, bullet train 
travel, fake personas, and the 
chartering of a private jet,” 
prosecutors wrote in court fil-
ings seeking the Taylors’ de-
tention.

Authorities nabbed Peter 
Taylor in Boston the same day 
that he planned to fly to Beirut, 
where Ghosn has been hiding 
out for nearly five months, ac-
cording to prosecutors. It’s un-
clear where his father was ar-
rested.

The pair, who live in Har-
vard, Mass., will appear via 
video for a court hearing 
Wednesday afternoon. Their 

lawyer, Paul Kelly, did not im-
mediately return a phone call 
seeking comment.

Court papers unsealed in 
Massachusetts federal court 
outline how the Taylors 
helped smuggle Ghosn, 66, 
from Japan to Lebanon. They 
allegedly had help from a third 
man, George Antoine Zayek, 
whom Japanese prosecutors 
also want arrested.

Ghosn was out on bail in 
Tokyo while awaiting trial 
for allegedly under-report-
ing $80 million in compensa-
tion earnings and siphoning 

off company cash for his 
own use. He has denied the 
allegations and said he fled 
“persecution.”

Peter Taylor met with Ghosn 
at least seven times last year 
leading up to the late Decem-
ber escape, prosecutors said. 
On Dec. 28, he checked into a 
Tokyo hotel and then met with 
Ghosn again for about an hour, 
court papers say.

The following day, Michael 
Taylor and Zayek took a pri-
vate jet from Dubai to Osaka, 
where they would board a 
plane with Ghosn late that 

night, prosecutors alleged. 
Telling airport workers they 
were musicians, they entered 
Japan with two audio equip-
ment boxes — one of which 
would later carry Ghosn, ac-
cording to court filings.

The pair later met Peter Tay-
lor and Ghosn at the Tokyo ho-
tel, where Ghosn changed his 
clothes in Peter’s room, appar-
ently using a key he was given 
the previous day, prosecutors 
say. Peter then headed to To-
kyo’s Narita Airport and 
boarded a flight to China, au-
thorities said.

Michael Taylor, Zayek and 
Ghosn continued by train to 
Osaka, and went into a hotel 
around 8:15 p.m., prosecutors 
said. Taylor and Zayek left the 
hotel room with the two black 
boxes — one of which con-
tained Ghosn — that were not 
checked when they got to the 
airport, according to court fil-
ings.

They then boarded a private 
jet to Turkey at about 11:10 p.m. 
and Ghosn announced two 
days later that he had made it 
to Lebanon, prosecutors said.

nmanskar@nypost.com

Qantas plans cheap flights to goose biz

A FAMILY’s CAPER
Father, son nabbed, accused of helping Ghosn flee

Business

plot thickens: The corporate global 
thriller involving former highflier Carlos Ghosn 
(inset) took a wild turn on Wednesday with the 
arrest of ex-Green Beret Michael Taylor — seen 
here in security-camera footage at the Istanbul 
airport — and son Peter for allegedly helping the 
ousted Nissan CEO escape Japan. AP

Dow
Jones
Indust.
Avg.

Up
369.04

24,575.90

Nasdaq
Comp. Up

190.67
9,375.78
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Harley-Davidson is re-
opening its factories this 
week at lower production 
rates and sending dealers a 
narrower range of motorcy-
cles, The Wall Street Journal 
reported.

The motorcycle maker 
with the HOG stock symbol, 
which closed its US plants in 
March due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, may not ship any 
additional new motorcycles 
this year to about 70 percent 
of its 698 dealers in the coun-
try, the report said.

The company did not im-
mediately respond to Reu-
ters’ request for comment.

Harley would reopen its 
plants in Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania and accelerate 
production in phases that 
would be limited to bestsel-
ling models and palette of 
colors and without custom-
izable features for the rest 
of the year, the report said.

The company has failed for 
years to increase sales in the 
US, its top market, which ac-
counts for more than half its 
motorcycles sold.

As its tattooed, baby-
boomer consumer base ages, 
the Milwaukee-based com-
pany has found it tough to at-
tract new customers. To make 
matters worse, the pandemic 
has further dented demand as 
Americans stay at home.

Harley’s annual dealer 
meet, usually held in August, 
will now take place early next 
year. 

Shares closed up 4.2 per-
cent, to $22.75. Reuters

Bruised
HOG

reopens

Target’s quarterly online 
sales surged 141 percent due 
to panic buying in the coro-
navirus crisis, the retailer 
said on Wednesday, driving 
results past Wall Street ex-
pectations even as its opera-
tional costs soared.

Minneapolis-based Target 
said it had set aside nearly 
$500 million to spend on 
maintaining safety standards 
at stores and pay employees 
higher wages for working 
through the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Shares declined 2.9 per-
cent, at $119.63. Reuters

Bullseye
at Target

By Noah MaNskar

California Gov. Gavin Newsom says 
he’s “not worried” about Elon Musk 
making good on his threat to move 
Tesla out of the state.

Newsom (right) said he isn’t con-
cerned about the billionaire Tesla boss 
leaving California “anytime soon” de-
spite a recent dustup over the reopen-
ing of the electric-car maker’s Bay 
Area plant.

“I’ve had a lot of conversations with 
him and we’re committed to the suc-

cess of the innovation and the low-car-
bon, green-growth economy that he’s 
been promoting for decades and the 
state of California is accelerating in,” 
Newsom, a Democrat, told CNBC in a 
Tuesday interview.

Musk pledged to move Tesla’s 
headquarters to Texas or Nevada 
earlier this month after Alameda 
County officials blocked him from 
reopening the company’s car fac-
tory in Fremont. The plant had been 
shut down since late March under a 
local lockdown order meant to curb 

the coronavirus outbreak.
Palo Alto-based Tesla restarted pro-

duction at the factory last week in de-
fiance of the order, with Musk effec-
tively daring local authorities to arrest 
him.  It also sued to block Alameda 
County from enforcing the order be-
fore officials agreed to let the plant re-
open as long as it sufficiently pro-
tected workers from the virus.

Tesla did not respond to a request 
for comment on Newsom’s remarks.

The company’s shares rose $7.55, to 
$815.56. nmanskar@nypost.com

Newsom dismisses Tesla threat

By DiaNe Bartz

Four Democratic lawmakers, led by 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, wrote to antitrust 
enforcer to warn that plans by Uber 
Technologies, owner of Uber Eats, to 
buy rival online food-delivery company 
Grubhub  would “raise serious compe-
tition issues” in many cities.

In their letter, the lawmakers said the 
deal would give Uber and Grubhub 48 

percent of the U.S. market, while Door-
Dash would have 42 percent. 

A merged Uber Eats and Grubhub 
would have 79 percent of the market in 
New York, 68 percent in Boston, 65 per-
cent in Miami, 60 percent in Chicago 
and 51 percent in Atlanta, they wrote.

“We have been hearing about the ex-
orbitant fees that these online delivery 
app companies charge to restaurants, 
which are then forced to pass these ex-

cessive costs on to consumers,” the 
lawmakers wrote. “It is particularly 
troubling that this merger is being con-
templated during a pandemic, when 
consumer demand has increased and 
when restaurants are more desperate 
for revenue than ever.”

News broke on May 12 that Uber had 
approached Grubhub with an offer for 
an all-stock deal. Uber did not respond 
to a request for comment on the letter.

The letter from Klobuchar, the top 
Democrat on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s antitrust panel, as well as 
Sens. Patrick Leahy, Richard Blumen-
thal and Cory Booker was addressed to 
Makan Delrahim, head of the Justice 
Department antitrust division and Jo-
seph Simons, head of the Federal Trade 
Commission.

 The agencies ensure that mergers 
comply with antitrust law. Reuters

Klobuchar-led attack on Uber-Grubhub

By Lisa FickeNscher

Supermarket employees 
forced to work through the 
pandemic are now facing 
threats to their “hero pay” 
even as ornery customers 
refuse to wear masks while 
they shop.

Employee frustrations 
could soon reach a boiling 
point as the largest grocery 
chain in the country — The 
Kroger Co. — gets ready to 
revoke the extra $2 an hour 
it had been paying its 
460,000 employees to work 
throught the crisis although  
the coronavirus death toll 
continues to rise.

Kroger is ending the pay 
boost on May 23 and  replac-
ing it with a one-time bonus 
of $400 for full-time em-
ployees and $200 for part-
time employees. But some 
workers say it’s not enough. 

“We deserve hero’s pay 
until I no longer have to 
wear a mask,” said Kroger 
meat manager Kristine Hol-
tham of Lansing, Mich., who 

spoke at a virtual United 
Food and Commercial 
Workers International Un-
ion press conference on 
Wednesday. 

The UFCW is ramping up 
pressure on large companies 
that have profited off the 
pandemic — including Wal-
mart, Kroger, Trader Joe’s 

and others — to continue  so-
called hazard pay and to re-
quire customers to wear 
face masks while shopping. 
Many retailers require their 
employees to wear masks, 
but do not ask the same of 
their customers.

Costco, the first and only 
national retailer to also re-

quire customers to wear 
face masks, has faced blow-
back from some customers, 
resulting in boycotts against 
the club retailer. 

Employees at retailers 
who try to enforce local or 
state mandates requiring 
face masks in public places 
can pay a heavy price, in-

cluding the security guard at 
a Family Dollar store in 
Flint, Mich., who was killed 
after asking a customer to 
wear a mask. 

Even in New York City, 
where the vast majority of 
grocery customers wear 
masks, there are scofflaws, 
said Morton Williams 
owner Avi Kaner. 

“It’s a state law, but we are 
not enforcers of the law and 
we are not trained to enforce 
the law,” Kaner said. “The 
police come in our stores ev-
ery day” over face mask 
calls, he said.

Some 68 UFCW grocery 
workers have died from the 
coronavirus, said UFCW 
President Marc Perrone at 
the press conference. 

“But not one single large 
grocery [retailer] has re-
leased information on how 
many of their workers have 
died,” Perrone said. “And 
some of those companies 
have announced that they 
were ending hazard pay.”

lfickenscher@nypost.com

Heroes’ falling wage
Kroger markets to stop extra pay to crisis workers

front line: The UFCW grocery union and Kroger are starting to take 
different sides over issues surrounding workers’ pandemic-tied risks. AP
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A mall in Thailand, Bang-
kok’s Seacon Square, has 
swapped elevator buttons 
for foot pedals in an effort 
to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus as well as help 
restore normalcy and get 
shoppers spending again.

 Thailand opened malls 
and department stores on 
Sunday for the first time 
since March. Reuters

By Nicolas Vega

Apple’s next iPhone may no 
longer come with a pair of the 
company’s iconic, white-wired 
earphones, according to a top 
tech analyst.

The  Cupertino, Calif.-based 
tech giant will not include a 
complimentary pair of ear-
buds in the iPhone 12’s packag-
ing in order to increase de-
mand for its already mega-
popular AirPods wireless 
headphones, according to TFI 
Securities analyst Ming-Chi 
Kuo.

Apple has inserted a free 
pair of headphones in each box 
since it rolled out the very first 
iPhone in 2007, and has up-
dated its design and style 
through the years.

Without free headphones, 
customers will either need to 
buy an adapter to connect 
their old 3.5 mm headphones 
into the iPhone or shell out for 
Bluetooth headphones.

Apple previously included a 
Lightning to 3.5 mm jack 
adapter when it got rid of the 
headphone jack, but stopped 
giving it away for free when it 
released the iPhone XS line in 
2018. 

In addition, Kuo upped his 
annual forecast of AirPod 
shipments to 93.8 million 
pairs from his original esti-
mate of 80 to 90 million.

nvega@nypost.com

By BoB FredericKs

The White House has ramped up 
pressure on the Chinese Communist 
Party by forging closer political and 
business ties with Taiwanese technol-
ogy firms, while at the same time work-
ing to undermine Chinese tech giant 
Huawei, according to a report.

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufactur-
ing Co., or TSMC, said last week it 
would build a factory in Arizona, a 
move praised by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo as he and President 
Trump move to decouple the American 
tech industry from China’s.

A day later, the Department of Com-
merce announced a rule change that 
could hurt Huawei by limiting the busi-
ness it does with TSMC, The New York 
Times reported Tuesday.

The moves are seen as a challenge to 
China’s trade relationship with Taiwan, 
a democracy that the Chinese Commu-
nist Party claims is a renegade prov-
ince, as well as a show of support for 
Taiwan’s independence.

The Trump administration appears 
determined to be “hitting at targets that 
are both economically and politically 
sensitive for Beijing,” Cornell University 
professor Eswar Prasad told the Times.

The Chinese Communist Party’s 
Ministry of Commerce condemned the 
US move against Huawei, saying it 
would continue to protect the interests 
of Chinese businesses.

The Commerce Department rule 
change bars global companies from us-
ing US technology to produce or design 
chips that are sent directly or through 
third parties to Huawei. 

US cozies up to Taiwan
By MicHael HollaN

Delta Air Lines is making moves to 
ensure that planes don’t get too 
crowded.

The company recently announced 
that it would be adding more flights so 
that it can continue to keep planes at 
about 60 percent capacity. The move is 
reportedly part of Delta’s plan to main-
tain social distancing amid the corona-
virus outbreak and help customers feel 
safe while they fly.

Delta will continue to keep planes at 
no more than 60 percent full through 
July, Reuters reported. In order to 
achieve this, the airline will add more 
flights to its routes than the current de-
mand would normally justify.

It had previously announced that it 
would be limiting the capacity on its 

flights in order to promote social dis-
tancing. The company has said that it is 
limiting first-class seating to 50 per-
cent, while the main cabin will be 
capped at 60 percent.

In a statement obtained by Reuters, a 
spokesperson for Delta said: “We an-
nounced a policy on seating capacity 
through June 30. Nothing has been de-
cided beyond that but we are continu-
ing to monitor the situation and make 
adjustments as necessary.”

What’s more, Delta, along with 
American Airlines and United Airlines, 
will be providing passengers with 
masks if they do not have their own, but 
reports suggest that crew members will 
not enforce the policy or force passen-
gers to wear masks if they choose not to.

Janine Puhak of Fox News contributed 
to this report. Fox News

Delta going 60% capacity

No more 
buds

for you

Thais high on
elevator pedal

Cutting the Cord
Don’t look for this in the box. By JosH KosMaN 

TikTok —  the social-me-
dia app popular with teens 
and at odds with lawmakers  
— is fast becoming a hit 
with investors. 

Private shares of TikTok 
parent company ByteDance 
Ltd. have been trading 
hands at prices that value 
the Chinese company at 
over $100 billion, The Post 
has learned. 

“We are seeing buyers 
willing to pay at a $110 bil-
lion valuation or higher,” 
one private-placement 
agent told The Post. 

The comments echo a 
Bloomberg News report, 
also from Wednesday, that 
said ByteDance shares hav-
ing been selling on the sec-
ondary market at prices that 
value it at between $105 bil-
lion and $110 billion, with 
one trade that pegged it as 
high as $140 billion.

That makes ByteDance 
five times bigger than its 
publicly traded peers like 
Snap, valued at $26 billion, 
and Twitter, at $25 billion. 

Watchers say ByteDance’s 
sudden ascension suggests 
investors expect something 
to happen that could make 
the company more valuable, 
including a new fundraising 
round. 

“Usually when you see 
this, it means something 
bigger is coming,” the pri-
vate-placement agent said. 

One Wall Street source 

said he expects ByteDance 
to launch a new financing 
round and a parallel loan 
package at a $125 billion valu-
ation.  ByteDance will choose 
whether to raise equity or 
debt after it determines 
which is the more profitable 
path, the source said.

The surge comes despite 
warnings by lawmakers like 

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
that the app popular for its 
quirky viral videos poses a se-
curity threat due to its China 
ties. Numerous US govern-
ment agencies, including the 
Army and  Transportation Se-
curity Administration, have 
stopped using the app for of-
ficial business, including re-
cruiting.  

“TikTok is not as innocent 
as it sounds,” Schumer said 
at a press conference in Feb-
ruary. “If you go on TikTok, 
the Chinese government 
has your data. You have no 
recourse.”

That hasn’t stopped Tik-
Tok from a spate of high-
profile job recruiting, in-
cluding when it tapped Dis-

ney’s streaming head Kevin 
Mayer to be TikTok’s new 
chief executive this week. 

In January, ByteDance ap-
pointed ex-Microsoft law-
yer Erich Andersen to be its 
global general counsel.

A TikTok spokesman did 
not return calls seeking 
comment.

jkosman@nypost.com

TiKTOK STOCK rOCKS
Short video app’s parent valued at over $110B

Good company
Millennial fave TikTok — known for its smartphone-video sharing — is starting
to put up financial numbers that compare favorably to these household names.

TOTAL MARKET CAP

Twitter

$25B

$546B

$657B

$961B

Tencent (WeChat)

Facebook
(Instagram, WhatsApp)

Google (YouTube)

Over $110B*
ByteDance (TikTok)

*Estimated
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ByWayne B. RobertsAssociated Health PressDoctors at a medical cen-ter based in Minnesota havediscovered the real cause ofnearly all sinus and nasal in-fections. They were shockedto ind it is infectious fungi youinhale through your nose.Now, a breakthrough 100%natural formula, Sinuprol, canhelp get rid of chronic sinus in-fection, called “sinusitis” – aninsidious condition that canlead to blood clots and braininfection, causing abscesses,meningitis, and even death!The sinus infection can alsospread to your facial bones,triggering headaches, fever,and swelling in the eye sock-et -- which in some cases cancause loss of vision.
How Sinuprol worksSinuprol is the FIRST na-sal treatment that can quick-ly lush infected mucus fromyour nose -- without surgery.Antibiotics, antihistamines,and steroid-containing nasalsprays are no help in ightingsinus infection. In fact, over-the-counter decongestantsprays can actually harm thesmall hairs lining your nose,causing mucus to build upevenmore.The result? Only Sinuprolcan dry up runny noses, endconstant coughing, and unclogyour swollen nasal channels –safely, swiftly, and effectively.“Up to now, the cause ofchronic sinusitis has not beenknown,” says Dr. David Sherris,ENT. “In fact, fungus is likelythe cause of nearly all theseproblems.”

Dr. Gary Bennett, MD says,“The root cause of fungal sinusinfections is the exposure tofungus and mold spores in theair. Once inhaled, the fungi canbecome lodged in the mucosallining of the sinuses.”
Fungi triggers 96% of

sinus problemsTop doctors have foundthat chronic sinus infection iscaused by inhaling 40 differenttypes of infectious fungus inthe air you breathe. The proof?In a study of 210 people withsinus infections, 96% of themhad fungus in their mucus.Did you know you take ap-proximately 24,000 breathsdaily, inhaling 90 percent ofthe infection-causing fungi inyour body through your nose?Or that insulation with poorventilation, plus indoor moldand air pollutants, have trig-gered a plague of sinus andnasal problems affecting mil-lions?How? These harmful fungihide in your throat, where theyinfect your mucus, causingyour nasal passages to swellup.Result: Congestion, drippingmucus, runny nose, endlesssneezing, constant cough-ing, ringing in your ears, sorethroat, and tenderness of theface. No wonder millions of si-nus sufferers are now rejoicingabout this new solution!
The natural alternative to

nasal spraysSinuprol is a unique drug-free formulation made fromall-natural ingredients. Theseinclude Urtica Dioica, PinusMaritima, Petasites Hybridus,

andotherherbs clinicallyprov-en to ight fungal infection.For instance, a clinical studypublished in the Journal Phy-totherapy Research found thatpinus maritima extract re-duced nasal symptomsby 42%in just 8 weeks. In addition,Sinuprol also supports yourupper respiratory system, sothat you breathe more freely.
Dries up runny nosesA stuffed-up nose may bejust a cold. Or, it may be some-thing far worse: a sinus infec-tion, otherwise known as “si-nusitis.”According to the Center forDisease Control (CDC), about37 million Americans sufferfrom sinusitis. Sinus infectionsare responsible for 16 milliondoctor visits and $150 millionannually spent on prescriptionmedications.

Helps with allergies, too.“Allergic rhinitis” is a chron-ic nose cold sparked by anallergy attack. Sinuprol canhelp end the sneezing, wateryeyes, and congestion causedby allergic rhinitis. How? Byblocking and sweeping outdust, mold, pollen, fungus, andanimal hair before they causebigger problems.In a study appearing inAdvances in Therapy, 580patients took 16 mg of but-terbur leaf extract, an activeingredient in Sinuprol, dailyfor 2 weeks. The symptoms ofallergic rhinitis, which includ-ed sneezing and congestion,improved in 90% of the partic-ipants.
Keeps your nose
fungus-freeHaving sinus infection is notthe norm: The National Insti-tutes of Health reports that“healthy sinuses contain nobacteria or other germs. Mu-cus is able to drain out and airis able to circulate.”Whether your sinus dis-comfort is the result of an al-lergy, a fungus, virus, or froma bacterial infection, Sinuprolcan help drain away infectedmucus. The formula is manu-factured in an FDA- registered

facility. And no prescription isrequired.

50%OFF FOR THE NEXT
48 HOURSThis is the of icial release ofSinuprol in the state. There-fore, everyonewho callswithinthe next 48 hours will receive50% OFF their irst order. Atoll-free hotline number hasbeen set up for local readers tocall for this 50% OFF savings.The numberwill be open start-ing at 7:00 am today and onlyfor the next 48 hours.

Sinuprol is GUARANTEEDto work great for you – or youPAY NOTHING with a 90-dayunconditional money-backguarantee. It is NOT sold instores or online. No prescrip-tion or doctor visit is required.If Sinuprol does not rapidlyclear up your sinus and nasalsymptoms … or you are dis-satis ied for any other reason(or for no reason at all) … justreturned the unused portionor even the empty bottles fora prompt product refund. Thatway, you risk nothing.All you have to do is CALLTOLL-FREE 1-888-967-8358and provide the operator withthe special 50% OFF discountapproval code: SNP142.Important: Due toSinuprol’s popularity andrecent media exposure onABC, CBS and FOX NEWS,phone lines are often busy. Ifyou call and do not get throughimmediately, please be patientand call back. Those whomissthe 48-hour deadline for 50%OFF will have to pay more forSinuprol.These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. All doctors mentioned are remunerated for their services. All clinical studies on Sinuprol’s active ingredient were independently conducted andwere not sponsored by the makers of Sinuprol. All product and company names are registered® trademarks of their respective holders. Use of them does not imply any af iliation with or endorsement by them.

New discovery targets infected throat mucus - to stop post nasal drip, congestion, runny noses,
coughing, sneezing, ringing ears, and sore throats

Breakthrough From#1U.S. Hospital Clears up
Sinus andNasal Problems - Fast!

STUNNING HEALTH BREAKTHROUGH: Top Doctors at a
leading medical center in Minnesota have discovered that
nearly 100% of nasal and sinus problems are triggered by
40 different kinds of harmful fungus that may be lurking in
your mucus. Now a new treatment helps rapidly dissolve
infected mucus to help you breathe easier.

Proven Fast Natural
Relief For:

☑ Runny Nose
☑ Constant Coughing
☑ Ringing in Your Ears
☑ Sore Throats
☑ Endless Sneezing
☑ Dripping Mucus
☑ Tenderness of the face
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By Lauren Sarner

A
 mother’s love knows no bounds 
— but these moms know no 
boundaries.

TLC’s hit reality series “sMoth-
ered” follows six mother-daughter 
pairs whose relationships are some-

times a little too close for comfort, from role-
playing together to sharing showers — well 
into adulthood.

The show, co-produced by The Post,  re-
turns for its second season Sunday at 10 p.m. 
It follows a first season that featured moms 
and daughters who partied together, got boob 
jobs together, shared each other’s bathwater 
and crashed each other’s dates.

The second season of the buzzy show will 
see three returning pairs from Season 1: 
Kathy and Cristina, who say they are each 
other’s “husbands” and get cosmetic surgery 
together; Sunhe and Angelica, who share 
bathwater and go on outings with their re-
spective boyfriends together; and Dawn and 
Cher, who talk to each other nonstop and 
also appeared on MTV’s “My Super Sweet 
16” in 2007.

They’ll be joined by three brand-new pairs 
this season — and believe it or not, they up 
the show’s “outrageous” factor. From shower-
ing together (yes, really) to face-licking, here 
are the new duos who push the boundaries 
on close mother-daughter relationships.

The inside scoop on mating, dating and relating

Body&Soul
Marcia and 
Alenna
Marcia, 68, and Al-
enna, 21, are a pair 
based in Briarcliff 
Manor, NY. Alenna, 
who’s currently a stu-
dent at Quinnipiac 
University, has a rare 
enzyme deficiency 
that has stunted her 
growth, limiting her 
height to 4-foot-3. She 
was bullied for it as a 
child, which is part of 
what bonded her to 
Marcia.

“It was really rough 
for her in school,” says 
Marcia. “We used to 
role-play, and I’d be 
the tough guy and I’d 
make her tough. 
[Other students] 
would say, ‘How come 
you’re short?,’ and 
she’d say, ‘How come 
you’re not so smart?’ 
The kids would back 
off from her because I 
created a pit bull!”

Marcia, who 
adopted Alenna from 
Siberia and calls her 
“my true love” on-
screen in “sMothered,” 
wouldn’t let her 
daughter have a puppy 
while she was growing 
up. Instead, Marcia 
“became” a puppy, 
waking Alenna up by 
licking her face the 
way a puppy might.

“When she was little 
it was hard to wake 
her up, so I’d go in and 
be like a dog or puppy,” 
says Marcia. “We had 
so much fun doing it, it 
cemented the way we 
feel about each other.”

As Alenna grew 
older and started 
wearing makeup, 
sometimes the lick 
turned into a nibble 
instead, they say.

“She used to do that 
more when I was a kid, 
but now she just kisses 
me a lot,” Alenna says.

Their tight bond has 
never presented a 
problem to romantic 
partners, they insist.

“I wouldn’t date 
somebody like that 
[who didn’t under-
stand],” Marcia says. ”I 
wouldn’t tolerate 
that.”

Mother may I — cover my eyes? 
TLC’s ‘sMothered’ returns with 
new uncomfortably close duos 

who share showers and even 
beds. Independence be damned!
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Mary and 
Brittani
Mary, 55, and Brittani, 
20, are a Jensen Beach, 
Fla.-based duo who do 
everything together, 
including shopping, 
cosmetic surgery, shar-
ing a bed at night and 
showers in the morn-
ings. Mary, who works 
in a tailor shop, refers 
to her daughter as “the 
love of my life.”

They know that 
sharing showers might 
come off as weird, but 
Mary says she doesn’t 
care.

“There’s so many 

moms and daughters 
out there that aren’t 
close — and if they 
think it’s weird, it’s be-
cause they’re not 
close,” she tells The 
Post. “I think that to 
have a daughter is a 
blessing for a mother. 
The closeness is a bond 
that a mother and 
daughter need to have, 
and, in this day and age, 
I don’t see a lot of it. So 
I don’t care what other 
people say.”

Brittani says that she’s 
also unruffled by other 
people’s judgment.

“My friends are like, 
‘Why do you hang out 
with your mom so 

The “quarantine 15” is very real.
Lockdown has caused widespread 

weight gain, according to two new 
WebMD polls. In the US, more women 
say they’ve put on the pounds in isola-
tion, while internationally, more men 
report they’ve had to loosen their belts 
thanks to the pandemic.

In a poll of 1,012 US WebMD readers, 
47 percent of women and 22 percent 
of men responded they have gained 
weight “due to COVID restrictions.” 
Most said their weight gain was rela-
tively minimal, with 75 percent report-
ing a weight gain between 1 and 
9 pounds. Only 4 percent  said they had 
packed on over 21 pounds, and 21 per-
cent said they’d gained between 
10 and 20 pounds.

In a separate poll of 900 interna-

tional WebMD readers, 34 percent 
of women and 55 percent of men 
reported weight gain in quarantine. Of 
foreign respondents, 66 percent of 
Italians and 60 percent of Brazilians 
said the numbers on the scale went up 
as a result of the coronavirus. The 
slimmer nations were Germany and 
Hong Kong.

For Americans, a 59 percent major-
ity blamed their heavier figures on a 
lack of exercise and stress eating, 
while 21 percent said it was because 
they’d been drinking more alcohol. The 
World Health Organization has called 
booze an “unhelpful coping strategy” 
since it affects the immune system, 
but alcohol sales have risen in the US.

Internationally, a lack of exercise 
was cited as the leading cause of 

weight gain, followed by stress eating, 
with a higher alcohol intake being 
named by 17 percent of people.

“We’re turning to comfort foods to 
help ourselves feel better, but in re-
ality, not only does it not help ease 
the stress and anxiety, it likely wor-
sens it as people just don’t feel as 
good when eating high-fat, high-
carb foods like many of us are turn-
ing to,” says Dr. Michael Smith, 
WebMD’s chief medical director. 
“Hopefully as the ‘new normal’ is set-
tling in, people can now find the mo-
tivation to get back to a more regu-
lar schedule, reach for more healthy 
foods, and look for opportunities to 
incorporate more activity through-
out their day.”

— Hannah Frishberg

Weighting 
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mommy nearest
much?’ ” she tells The 
Post. “But it’s my mom. 
She’s my No. 1 friend. I 
can tell her anything. 
Kids my age are into 
different things than [I 
am], boyfriends or girl-
friends. I want to focus 
on me, and only me. My 
mom helps me and 
supports me through 
whatever I do.”

They started sharing 
showers when Brittani 
was a child — she used 
to have panic attacks 
that were partly 
brought on by the hot 
water, they think.

“That’s kind of how I 
started getting in the 
shower with her, just to 
comfort her, because 
she would freak out,” 
says Mary. “That grew 
into an every-other-
day thing. When she 
was smaller, it was ev-
ery day.”

Mary says her tight-
knit relationship with 
Brittani has put a strain 
on her relationship 
with her live-in boy-
friend, Frank, all of 
which will be shown on 
“sMothered.”

“It has caused some 
issues in my relation-
ship, but he’s got to ac-
cept it,” Mary says. 
“That’s how it is. He 
knows I love him, but I 
love my daughter more 
— she’s my life.”

Laurie and Sarah
Laurie, 60, and Sarah, 26, are a 
Florida-based duo, with Laurie 
living in Port St. Lucie and 
Sarah an hour away in Boca 
Raton. Because Laurie has had 
lifelong health struggles, they 
have a dynamic in which 
daughter Sarah acts as the 
“parent” to her mom.

“We do everything to-
gether,” Sarah tells The Post. 
“Rap concerts, Miami Heat 
[basketball] games. We go 
shopping, to the beach; we 
go for coffee. I monitor her 
health, so I go to all her doc-
tor appointments with her. 
That’s a big part of it — I 
monitor her water intake, 
what she’s eating.”

Laurie has had diabetes and 
taken insulin for 57 years and 
has experienced kidney fail-
ure in the past. That’s why 
Sarah constantly checks in on 
her, even going as far as get-
ting updates from her friends.

“She became the mother,” 
says Laurie. “I don’t know ex-
actly when, but now I’m the 
pain-in-the-butt teenager!”

Sarah, who works for a 
fashion company and lives 
with her boyfriend, Miguel, 33, 
says their mother-daughter 
bond does sometimes cause 
tension.

 “[Miguel and I] both work 
full time, and we don’t get too 
many days off together,” says 
Sarah. 

“So on a lot of my days off, I 
go spend time with her.”Ta
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By LAUREN SARNER

MOST people find a 
partner before they 
think about having a 
baby,  but former 

“Bachelor” contestant Kristy 
Katzmann is going through 
the process backward. 

“Labor of Love” (Thurs-
days at 9 p.m. on Fox) is a 
new reality series hosted by 
Kristin Davis (“Sex and the 
City”) that follows Katz-
mann as she dates and chal-
lenges a group of 15 hopeful 
baby-daddies, eliminating 
them along the way until 
she whittles the group down 
to the one she wants. This 
woman wants a baby — love 
and marriage are ideal, but 
optional. 

“When this [show] came 
about for me, I had just 
turned 40,” Katzmann, now 
41, tells The Post. “I had just 
gotten out of a relationship, 
and I was sort of faced with 
trying to navigate dating 
knowing that I still wanted to 
start a family, and obviously 
not having time on my side.”

In the eight-episode show, 
Katzmann puts the men 
through various challenges 
(called “drills”) to test their 
nurturing side. At the end of 
each episode, she singles out 
which men she wants to stay 
and get to know, and which 
ones she’s sending away.

“In recent years, what I’m 
looking for in a man has [be-
come synonymous with] 
what I’m looking for in the 
father of my children. I can’t 
really separate those two 
anymore,” she says. “For me, 

what that really came down 
to was I wanted a hands-on 
dad. A man who was accom-
plished, secure and giving, 
and really ready to step up 
and be an equal partner.”

To search for these quali-
ties and bring them to the 
surface, one drill finds the 
potential dads debating kids 
— both to test their smarts 
and to see how they interact 
with children. Another chal-
lenge involves camping, as 
Katzmann observes how 
protective the men might be 
when something unexpected 
happens in the woods.

“A lot of times in the drills, 
I learned valuable informa-
tion about things not neces-
sarily related to the drill,” 
she says.

For instance, during the 
camping excursion, she over-
hears one man talk about 
how he’s not used to rough-
ing it in the great outdoors — 
because he’s used to staying 
at the Ritz.

“I’d love to stay at the Ritz; 
that sounds great!” she says. 
“But is that really practical 
when you’re talking about 
having a family? That was 
kind of a really good piece of 
information for me to have. 
If someone is stuck on that 
lifestyle, there’s not a lot of 
flexibility there.”

She still values romance 
in a relationship, she says, 
but her emphasis on looking 
for a dad who would be 
hands-on causes her to 
eliminate some surprising 
men who otherwise seem 
like catches.

“Dating with [kids] in 

mind is going to be different 
than dating for the sake of 
dating, so I think you have 
to be really clear on that and 
stick to it,” she says. “You’ll 
see along the way I elimi-
nate men that I would never 
eliminate if this was just a 
dating show.”

That turned out to be the 
main difference between her 
experience on ABC’s “The 
Bachelor” in 2007 and her 
experience this year on “La-
bor of Love” at age 41.

“I still wanted love and ro-
mance, but it wasn’t my No. 1 
priority, whereas on ‘The 
Bachelor,’ it was all about the 
romance and fairy tale, with 
the assumption that [kids] 
would come later,” she says. 
“So there was definitely a 
priority shift between the 
two [shows]. Here, this was 
right in front of my face. It 
really was my No. 1 driver in 
everything that I was doing, 
so that’s a huge difference.”

Katzmann is aware that the 
premise of the show might 
raise eyebrows,  but she says 
she wants viewers to watch 
before they judge.

“I really just want to en-
courage people to have an 
open mind to this and really 
understand what we’re try-
ing to do here before they 
make assumptions,” she says. 
“I think this is a really special 
show, a really modern story, 
and this is a situation a lot of 
women are facing today. I 
hope people can really see 
that in this process and see 
not only how sincere I am, 
but how sincere all of the 
men are in this journey, too.”

Love is optional, but labor is mandatory in a 
new reality show that tests men’s parenting 

skills while the biological clock is ticking

True LivesKristy Katzmann 
wants to be a mom. 

She’ll entertain baby- 
daddy hopefuls on 
“Labor of Love.”

By HANA R. ALBERTS, LAUREN STEUSSY and ZACHARY KUSSIN

ONE of the many things the coronavirus pandemic has taken from us is the 
chance to comfort the grieving. In time, we’ll be able to hug one another again. 
For now, all we can do is recall their lives through the eyes of those who’ve 
known them best: family, friends and colleagues. May their good works live 

after them, inspiring us all to be our best, most compassionate selves in their honor.

we reMeMber

James Mahoney, 62
Freeport, LI

A pulmonary and critical-care doctor 
who worked in Brooklyn hospitals for 40 
years, James Mahoney was beloved. 

“He was like the mayor, walking the 
halls of our medical center,” says Dr. 
Robert Foronjy, Mahoney’s boss at 
SUNY Downstate Health Sciences Uni-
versity. “Everyone 
knew him. He 
treated everyone 
equally. He didn’t 
care for hierarchies 
or titles.”

Mahoney, who 
died on April 27, 
doted on his patients 
at the University 
Hospital of Brooklyn 
and Kings County Hospital Center. He 
even gave out his cellphone number.

“He was still working from home, tell-
ing patients to wash their hands, even as 
he was getting sicker,” says Natasha Ed-
wards of SUNY Downstate.

The father of three also trained resi-
dents and other junior doctors, who 
adored him, dubbing him “our Jay-Z.” 

“Even if it were 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing, he would spend an hour training 
someone else to do a procedure he could 
do in 10 minutes,” Foronjy says.

That kind of dedication was evident 
from childhood. “Any endeavor, he went 
all-out for it,” says his father, Oscar Ma-
honey. “He put his all into it — he didn’t 
hold back.” 

 Mahoney “was humble and spoke to 
you with respect,” says  Olu Akindutire, 
30, who worked with Mahoney as a resi-
dent from 2014 to 2018. “He really made 
you feel like your opinion mattered. He 
was a true superhero to young physi-
cians of color.”

Those he mentored  have started a 
scholarship fund to help African-
American students attend 
SUNY Downstate med school.

After he had to be admitted 
to the hospital, visitors were 
banned. But doctors from 
across the institution stopped 
by the ICU to visit.

“I told him how much I loved 
him, and how much everyone 
loved him,” says Foronjy, who 
accompanied Mahoney, along 
with four other colleagues, 
when he had to be rushed from 
University Hospital to NYU 
via ambulance for special 
treatment. They were with 

him when he passed. “Unlike so many 
patients during the pandemic, he died 
with people who loved him at his bed-
side. It’s the only consolation we have.”

Suzannah Chandler, 81
Upper East Side

As head of Search and Care, a non-
profit pairing home-
bound elderly with 
services, Suzannah 
Chandler planned 
many funerals.

Trained in social 
work, she helped oth-
ers come up with 
end-of-life plans, ac-
cording to friend 
Molly Parkinson, 
who was, with Chan-
dler, an active member of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity on East 88th Street.

“For the last 20 or so years, as a kind of 
philosophical comment, she’s been plan-
ning her own funeral,” says Gretchen 
Buchenholz, another congregant and 
friend. “But in the last five years, she 
was doing it earnestly, as if each service 
were her own. She chose the hymns. She 
critiqued every sermon — chose some 
readings and discarded others — and 
she laughed at herself for all this!”

“Having done all that, I think when the 
time came, she was ready,” Buchenholz 
says. Chandler passed away on May 4.

Chandler hunted down folks who 
needed assistance by asking area supers 
and shopkeepers about their older resi-
dents and customers, Parkinson says.

“She was a pioneering visionary in ag-
ing,” says Brian Kravitz, executive di-
rector of Search and Care, which Chan-
dler helmed from 1972 to 2006. “All 
throughout Yorkville and Carnegie Hill, 
she made sure people aged in place 
gracefully, had a good quality of life and 
peace of mind.”

An avid and attentive gar-
dener, Chandler took pride in 
hosting dear ones in the 
backyard oasis she cultivated 
outside her first-floor apart-
ment, Parkinson recalls.

“There are so many people 
whose lives Sue touched — 
people she loved, and trav-
eled with, and gossiped with 
(and about), and made music 
with, and talked politics with  
and dined with,” says Bu-
chenholz. “And so many peo-
ple whose lives were made 
richer and even possible.”

IN
LOVING

MEMORY
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 tAuruS
(April 21-May 21)

Good fortune will be coming your 
way in one form or another over 
the next few days but it won't seem 
so good if you allow negative 
thoughts to take root in your mind. 
What have you got to worry about? 
Very little, so get your act together. 

 geMiNi
(May 22-June 21)

A few weeks from now you will 
probably look back and wonder 
why you ever doubted your 
ability to get to the top and stay 
there. This is your time of year 
Gemini, so believe you can 
climb mountains, taking it a 
confident step at a time. 

 cANcer
(June 22-July 23)

It may seem as if you are not 
doing much at the moment but 
your mind is a frenzy of activity. 
The more ideas you allow to 
bubble into your brain the more 
options you will have a month 
from now when the Sun moves 
in your favor again. 

 leO
(July 24-Aug. 23)

Life will speed up quite 
dramatically over the next 48 
hours, so prepare yourself. The 
good news is you have a lot of 
physical and mental energy to 
burn, so it's unlikely you won't 
be able to last the pace - more 
likely you will be setting it. 

 virgO
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23)

There is no point sitting back 
and waiting to see what fate has 
in store for you, not when there 
are so many things you can do to 
set the agenda. On the work 
front, especially, don't be afraid 
to take the lead. Others will 
happily follow you. 

 liBrA
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23)

It may seem as if you have too 
many balls in the air at the moment 

but don't worry - you will be able 
to control them quite easily. The 
Sun in the flexible sign of Gemini 
will do wonders for your juggling 
skills, both at home and at work. 

 ScOrpiO
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

The message of the stars for you 
today Scorpio is that if you think 
wealthy you will be wealthy. Your 
mind is a powerful tool and if you 
apply it to problems of a financial 
and business nature you are sure 
to boost your earning power. 

 SAgittAriuS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

It will pay you to be nice to 
people, even people who are not 
always nice to you. The Sun in 
your opposite sign will help you 
to recognize that it is by reaching 
out to others that you do the best 
for yourself. Everything and 
everyone is connected. 

 cApricOrN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

A friend or family member will 
ask you to do something you 
think is unethical today and you 
must have the strength of mind 
to refuse. It may put a strain on 
your relationship but rather that 
than you can't look yourself in 
the mirror in the morning. 

 AquAriuS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

The Sun is now firmly placed in 
the most dynamic area of your 
chart, and tomorrow's new 
moon will nudge you to get 
started on some new and 
exciting project. Don't waste 
time getting other people's 
approval, because the only 
approval you need is your own. 

 piSceS
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)

You may be tempted to make 

changes just for the sake of it 
today but you would be wise to 
think again. If something isn't 
broken then why bother 
"fixing" it? If you're in a 
meddling sort of mood then 
meddle with something that 
isn't important.

 ArieS
(March 21-April 20)

Why are you trying so hard to 
conform to an image which 
others have of you but which in 
no way reflects who you really 
are? It's not like you to want to 
please everyone else at your 
own expense, so take a step back 
and start again. 

BirthDAy thurSDAy
Try not to tie yourself down 
with set aims and detailed 

plans over the coming year. 
You will do best if you allow 
each day to unfold and then 
go where your instincts take 

you. The universe knows 
what you need, so allow it to 

guide you.

Sally Brompton Daily Horoscope
DiScOver MOre ABOut yOurSelF AND whAt the Future hOlDS At 

SAllyBrOMptON.cOM
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her books, plants and  East River 
views. Everyone is sweating out 
the coronavirus storm together, 
from the safety of their homes.

“I’m on my bike, looking at my 
kitchen, and there’s 7,000 people 
riding along with me,” King says.

Broker Karen Burman called a corner of a $565,000 Upper West Side 
co-op a “Peloton area” (inset), while the windowless office of a $2.29 

million East Village pad (above) is staged with the two-wheeler.

Though it’s labeled an office on 
the floor plan, listing photos 
show a Peloton set-up. 

“I was really leaning into the 
idea of the space being used as a 
home office, but inquiries really 
show how excited people are at 
the option of using that space for 
the Peloton,” says Susan Abrams. 

And that goes for instructors, 
too, who have begun filming 
rides from their homes, resulting 
in some strategic furniture shifts 
of their own. 

Jess King, who shares a Willi-
amsburg two-bedroom with her 
girlfriend, singer-songwriter So-
phia Urista, moved her bike from 
a second bedroom to beside their 
living room’s wall of windows. 
King’s dog Zeus sometimes curls 
up next to the bike; riders can see 

InsIde Adam Lindemann is quietly selling his Montauk estate, p.33

 Home 
By aNNa daViES

O
NE week into New 
York’s stay-at-home or-
der, Nicole Rosofsky 
couldn’t sleep. As her 
thoughts churned with 
coronavirus anxiety, the 

Upper East Sider focused on the 
one thing she could control: Her 
exercise routine.

“I’m a fitness fanatic, and was 
wondering how I would be able 
to function without a regular 
gym,” says Rosofsky, who is the 
strategic partnerships director at 
a marketing agency. “I had heard 
about Peloton, but I hadn’t com-
mitted before, partially because I 
lived in a small apartment. But 
then I thought, screw it, I’m buy-
ing one.” 

The 32 -year-old began rear-
ranging furniture in her studio, 
creating a small alley between 
her bed and the wall. By 4 a.m., 
the “Peloton nook” was ready for 
a bike — and she’s been riding 
high every day since.

Forget about shared building 
amenities. In pandemic times, as 
renters and buyers hunt for 
homes, they’re looking for a place 
to stash their Peloton — to work 
out, alone, within the germ-free 
confines of their own walls. The 
pricy piece of equipment, which 
retails for $2,245 and comes with 
a $39/month roster of video 
classes, has a  relatively compact 
2-by-4 footprint. So in New York 
City apartments, where every 
square inch is precious, brokers 
are finding ways to make space 
for the trendy wheels.

A one-bedroom co-op on the 
Upper West Side, listed for 
$565,000, has a “Peloton area” 
marked on the floor plan. (In the 
past, that corner might have been 
labeled a foyer, or nothing at all.) 

“I’m a cyclist myself,” says bro-
ker Karen Burman, of Douglas 
Elliman. “And when I saw the 
owners had a Peloton, I thought, 
that’s the dream, to have a Pelo-
ton and a functional space to 
place it.” So Burman called out 
the corner in the 622 West End 
Ave. unit online and in a video 
tour — which features her pedal-
ing energetically in place. 

Warburg agents Susan and 
Michael Abrams find that Pelo-
tons pique interest in their lis-
tings, too. The pair are repping a 
two-bedroom  at 70 E. 10th St. in 
the East Village, on the market 
for $2.29 million, that has a win-
dowless area with sliding doors. 

Nicole Rosofsky 
crammed a Peloton 
exercise bike into 
her Upper East Side 
studio after one 
week of lockdown.

THE WHEEL DEAL

Peloton bikes take up 
precious square footage 
as locals seek to sweat 
safely under lockdown

Tamara Beckwith/NY Post (above); Insets: Warburg Realty; Douglas Elliman
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Writer John 
Newton bought 
two pricey air 

purifiers for his 
Brooklyn pad.

Clear the air 
Brooklyn-based writer and editor John 

Newton (above) and his architect hus-
band splurged on two sleek Blueair Blue 
Pure 211+ air purifiers ($300, right) for 
their living room and home office. “Be-
fore the pandemic, we thought we knew 
how much dust and pollution you get in 
Williamsburg,” says Newton. “But being 
home all of the time, we became even 
more aware of the layer of dust every-
where.” The device lowers virus, bacteria 
and  particle levels. “We are hoping to not be 
suffering from allergies and worrying about whether it’s 
COVID,” Newton adds. “We’ve been in the apartment for 
four years with no problem, but after spending 24 hours a 
day here for weeks, buying these filters seemed worth it.”

Music to their ears 
For her apartment in the East Village, artist Shan-

non Curry Hartmann recently bought Como Audio’s 
Duetto. It allows Curry Hartmann, along with her 
equally music-loving husband and their 12 year-old 
daughter to stream music and podcasts from around 
the world. “We have music on all day long, and are 
very eclectic in our tastes. This radio, and my 
Christmas cactus, which was blooming at the peak 
of the crisis, have gotten me through some tough 
hours,” says Curry Hartmann, who’s been playing ev-
erything from BBC broadcasts to David Bowie playlists to a favorite 
radio station from Martha’s Vineyard. “I don’t think it’s frivolous at all,” she 
adds, “the role that music plays in healing or just to distract us.”

 Bubbles and yolks
In Greenpoint, communications consultant El-

ena Gaudino has turned quarantine into a crea-
tive exercise, creating a YouTube series called 
“Corona Chronicles: ’Rona Essentials,” where she 
highlights “the little things in life that make a dif-
ference.” Among her favorite purchases: a Soda 
Stream Fizzi Classic ($89.99) and the Eggsact Egg 
Timer ($5). “Sipping on seltzer with a slice of 
lemon during the day takes me back to the pre-
COVID days of business lunches, while adding 
fresh-squeezed lime juice and ample splashes of 
tequila helps wash away thoughts of powerless 
uncertainty,” she says. The red timer, Gaudino 
adds, help her boil perfect eggs. “There’s some-
thing extremely satisfying about cracking open a 
boiled egg and seeing a perfectly consistent, yel-
low yolk without the tell-tale gray coating indi-
cating it’s been overcooked,” she says.

By JacKIe coopermaN

A
S the COVID-19 crisis drags into 
week 10, cooped-up New Yorkers 
are finding joy where they can. 
For those financially able, new 
purchases are creating great op-
portunities for retail therapy. 

While suburbanites may revel in pizza ov-
ens, fire pits and trampolines, scrappy city 
dwellers seek some solace in smaller — but 
no less treasured — objects. From practical 
cleaning tools to ingenious kitchen extras, 
here’s how some locals light up their small 
spaces during dark times.

Hanger stake 
Teacher Kim Steinhorn was looking for a 

way to reduce the clutter and chaos that 
have inevitably crept into the Upper West 
Side apartment she shares with her hus-
band and two school-aged sons. The sur-
prisingly affordable solution came to her 
via an Instagram post: white wooden Ikea 
hangers ($5.49 for eight). “When I open my 
closet now, everything is in order. It’s a 
much happier place,” she says. “I can’t con-
trol much right now, but I can control my 
closet. And unlike the rest of the apart-
ment, it’s my own private place.”

From big splurges to cheap thrills, 
New Yorkers share the pandemic 
purchases easing life in lockdown

Kim Steinhorn found order in 
chaos by switching all of her 

family’s clothes onto the 
same white Ikea hangers 

($5.49 for eight). 

limbo 
shoppi
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B ILLIONAIRE art collector and gallerist Adam Lindemann (inset) is shop-
ping his Montauk compound off-market for $65 million. The oceanfront es-
tate is known as Eothen, which famously  belonged to Andy Warhol. A main 

house and six cottages are set on 5.7 acres. We hear celebrities are 
circling. A rep for Lindemann did not return requests for on-the-

record comment. Lindemann and his art dealer wife Amalia 
Dayan bought Eothen in 2015 for $50 million. The seller was 
former J. Crew CEO Mickey Drexler, who had initially 
listed it for $85 million. The property is made up of two par-
cels, but only the one at 8 Old Montauk Highway is publicly 
for sale. Built in the 1930s as a fishing camp for the Church 

family whose holdings included Arm & Hammer baking soda, 
it eventually came into the hands of Warhol and filmmaker 

Paul Morrissey, who bought it in 1972 for $225,000. They enter-
tained boldface guests including  Mick Jagger.

THAT Fashion mogul Elie Tahari (right) bought a one-
bedroom pad at 211 Elizabeth St. for $3.25 million. The 
building, designed by Roman and Williams, features  a 
common roof deck. A source says Tahari purchased the 
apartment for one of his children. Reached for comment, 
Tahari tells The Post, “I bought it because I still think 

[New York] real estate is a great investment and I have 
always loved Roman & Williams’ design. So when it 
came up for sale, I thought it would be a good oppor-
tunity.” The  brokers were Nest Seekers Interna-
tional’s Ryan Serhant and Bradley Mohr.

Jackie O-asis
A Hamptons home where 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
summered as a child is on 
the market for $7.5 million. 
Wildmoor, at 55 La Forest 
Lane in East Hampton, has 
six bedrooms over 4,291 
square feet. The Wall Street 
Journal first reported the 
listing. Built in 1895, the  
home sits on 1 acre. In the 
early 1900s, the spread be-
longed to Onassis’s grandfa-
ther, John Vernou Bouvier 
Jr. By 1960, abstract expres-
sionist Adolph Gottlieb 
bought the property to be 
near the ocean. Inside, large 
rooms let in light through 
large windows. The shin-
gled home features a gabled 
roof, a wraparound porch 
and an atrium. There’s also 
an art studio in a converted 
barn. The listing broker is 
Sotheby’s International Re-
alty’s Paula Butler.

Isle be alone
FOR city residents look-

ing for the ultimate quaran-
tine, the answer could lie on 
your own private island. 
Part of Connecticut’s Thim-
ble Islands, Jepson Island 
(below) can be yours for 
$800,000. This rocky spread 
on almost one-third of an 
acre comes with views of 
the Nutmeg State’s stunning 
coast. There is a beach, a 
dock and mooring — along 
with a two-bedroom con-
temporary home that’s 962 
square feet. Built in 1980, 
the home features glass 
walls, exposed beams, sky-
lights and cathedral ceil-
ings. And, hey, within 10 
minutes from the onshore 
dock, you can be on 1-95 to 
get back to New York City, 
according to the listing — 
from Margaret Muir, of 
William Pitt Julia B Fee So-
theby’s International Realty.

Wei cool!
FOR $125,000, you 

can spend the summer 
in a work of art. Up-
state, in Ancram, NY, 
America’s only resi-
dence designed by 
famed Chinese artist 
and activist Ai Wei-
wei, in collaboration 
with Swiss firm HHF 
Architects, is up for grabs. Known as 
the Tsai Residence, the home dates to 
2006 — and was commissioned as a 
vacation home for one of Ai’s collec-
tors,  businessman Christopher Tsai. 
It’s available for rent from June 4 to 
Sept. 7. The property is also still on the 
market for $5.25 million. The Tsai Res-
idence sits on 37 acres. The 3,500-
square-foot spread has three bed-

rooms and three bathrooms. It fea-
tures exotic wood details, window 
walls, a chef’s kitchen and three fire-
places. There’s also a Y-shaped guest 
house (above), with exteriors that 
complement the corrugated metal of 
local farm sheds. Outside, there’s a 50-
foot-long pool overlooking the Cat-
skills. The listing broker is Graham 
Klemm, of Klemm Real Estate.

JENNIFER GOULD KEIL
Gimme Shelter

Suck it up 
Like a lot of privileged New Yorkers, re-

tired Upper East Side travel marketing ex-
ecutive Nancy Friedman has had to adjust 
to cleaning her own apartment. “I didn’t 
know what my house cleaner was using, 
so I had to experiment,” she says. Fried-
man’s forays into tidying led her to buy 
two vacuums: the Roomba-like Eufy 

RoboVac 11S ($160) and the “wonder-
fully light” Dyson V 11 Animal ($500). 
“This has made me much more sensi-

tive to what my housekeeper goes 
through,” she says. “When she 

comes back, I’m giving her 
a raise!”

Hot seat 
In the Bronx neighborhood of 

Marble Hill, writer Chantal McLaughlin has made work-
ing from home more bearable with her new Ergo Ergo Ac-
tive Stool ($110) in a “bright, happy orange” shade. “This 
chair is really fun. There’s a mild swaying so you can sub-
tly feel your core working, or you can make a circle and 
exercise your core while you’re talking or typing. It’s fun 
and it gets the blood flowing,” she says. “I had my eye on it 
before the whole 
pandemic hit. When 
I started working 
from home, I knew I 
had to get it.” For an 
extra cardio boost, 
McLaughlin, who 
has also recently 
adopted a cat, sits on 
the stool and pedals 
her feet on her Stam-
ina InMotion Ellipti-
cal machine ($120). 
It fits under her 
workspace and 
comes in a similarly 
peppy orange hue, 
too. “It’s almost like 
it’s a recumbent 
bike,” she observes. 
“I just have to be 
careful because I 
have long legs and 
they sometimes hit 
the keyboard.”

Panning out
With his wife and two chil-

dren, chef Ned Baldwin, who 
runs beloved Soho restaurant 
Houseman and has just pub-
lished the cookbook “How To 
Dress an Egg,” has relocated 

from his Spring Street apart-
ment to the North Fork. His 

newest cooking acquisition, a 
Smithey 8-inch cast iron pan ($100), 

“is blowing my mind,” he exclaims. “It’s 
crazy multipurpose: you can fry an egg or 
roast meat, and I even made chick pea stew 
in it.” Baldwin’s also taking advantage of the 
abundance of local shellfish, particularly 
the Peconic Gold Oysters from farmer Matt 
Ketcham. “I love big oysters,” Baldwin says. 
“The shells are super hard, which makes 
them so easy to open. These are huge, 
meaty, delicious oysters.” (The farm delivers 
to Long Island and ships to NYC via FedEx.)

Eothen
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nypost.com
212-930-8100

REAL ESTATE

Room & Studio Rentals Bklyn,
Queens, Bronx, Manhattan Rooms
$150wk+ : Studios $900mo+ nyc
rentals 212-210-0094 No texting

MANHATTAN
FURNISHED ROOMS

Kitchenette & Studio Rentals Bklyn,
Queens, Bronx, Manhattan Single
$800mo + Couple $900mo+ nyc

rentals. 212-210-0094 No texti

MANHATTAN APTS
FURNISHED

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act of 1968 as amended in 1988 which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicapped, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination.” To complain of discriminiation, call HUD
toll free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll free telephone for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. Or, call the Anti Discrimination of New York (the Fair Housing
Agency for the 5 Boros of New York) at 718-422-0066, or The New York City
Commission of Human Rights hotline at 212-306-7500.

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL

Chief Construction Executive sought
by Ant Yapi NY LLC in New York, NY
to oversee large scale construction
projects; evaluate feasibility,
performance, productivity & risk; &
manage costs. Occasional travel to
Miami, FL required. Must have
relevant education & experience.
Send 2 resumes & cover letter to
31-01 Vernon Blvd, Suite 2, Astoria,
NY 11106 REF#8775.022
China Planning and Operations Ana-
lyst (New York, New York) Analyze
China-based campuses’ financial
projections and work with vendors
on prospective business procedures.
Develop and implement the campus
investment review process and
coordinate across functional teams
to develop an effective launch plan
for new campuses. Develop detailed
student enrollment projects and
perform detailed financial analyses
on the value of campus opportuni-
ties. Develop and continually
refine highly accurate core financial
models. Evaluate and implement
planning procedures and process
improvements. Minimum of a Mas-
ter’s degree or foreign equivalent in
Industrial Engineering, Operations
Research or a related field and two
years of experience performing
market research and analysis for
educational institutions in China.
Must read, write and speak Mandar-
in Chinese. Please apply by mail to
Avenues World Holdings LLC Human
Resources at 11 East 26th Street,
17th Floor, New York, NY 10010 and
reference #192030.

HISTOIRE DES LETTRES LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY
2/18/20. Off. Loc. : New York Co.
United States Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as agent upon
whom process may be served &
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th
Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.

PET PLACE

DOGS

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES
Beautiful Males & Females

Price to $ell
Call 718-887-5433

YORKIE PUPPIES
ADORABLE, pure bred,
toy & teacup sizes.
Call 718-306-4136

Need a tax
deduction?
Donate your car!

Check out your
options daily in the

Classified
Autos Wanted
Listings
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FIRST-4 ¹/₂ fur; $79,000; md sp wt; 2YO(f)
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
2 Mad Maddy ,119 RSntnJr x-x-x 3-1
3  HopefulPrincess119 CLaneri x-x-x 6-1
1  a-Summer War ,119 AGomz x-x-x 20-1
4  Tequila Queen ,119 TGaffln x-x-x 2-1
5  Prettyhappy ,119 ABschz x-x-x 15-1
6  ShakeItOutWest112 KKlnbr x-x-x 15-1
7  Cool Enough ,119 EGnzlz x-x-x 6-1
8  Longdrinkofwtr119 JTalam x-x-x 15-1
9  Youawakemysol119 DCnnn x-x-x 20-1
10 Seguro ,119 AJimnz x-x-x 12-1
11 MyMargaretAnn119 DParkr x-x-x 30-1
12 DoubleWhopper109 DGarci x-x-x 30-1
1   a-Tiz a BitLucky,112 KKlnbr x-x-x 20-1
a-Coupled
SECOND-6 fur; $34,000; st op cl; 4up
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  Barry Lee(L),118 MMena 1-8-4 20-1
2  Sharp Art(L),118 BHrnnJ 7-8-8 20-1
3  Zaevion(L),113 JRamos 4-1-4 12-1
4  Mannford(L),118 SBrdg 11-1-10 20-1
5  TLovesaFight(L)118 JRosari 6-2-3 2-1
6  SplashforGold(L118 CEmigh 1-1-2 10-1
7  RuleroftheNile(L118 RSntnJr 3-5-4 3-1
8  Big Thicket(L),118 JCstlln 2-8-8 9-2
9  I'm Corfu(L),118 CLaneri 3-2-3 5-1
10 Stay Home(L),118 JLeparx 7-4-3 12-1
THIRD-1 mile; $28,000; md cl($20,000); 
3up(f&m)
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  EnglishEscort(L)118 JTalam 9-3-3 8-1
2  Stylish Ash(L),125 CLaneri 5-x-x 5-1
3  Strong Work(L),118 RBejrn x-x-x 12-1
4  RevealingQultyL125 J Ortiz 2-7-2 4-1
5  Union Song ,125 T Baze 3-9-x 20-1
6  Rozafa(L),118 JGrahm 4-4-3 12-1
7  NessumDormaL125 ASerpa 6-10-3 15-1
8  Lavalier(L),118 MPedrz 3-9-3 15-1
9  Gypsy Wife(L),118 MMena 5-6-x 5-1
10 MagicallyHnrdL118 ABschz 5-3-6 10-1
11 Beauty Day(L),118 BHrnnJ 5-x-x 8-1
12 DropDeadGrgsL125 RSntnJr 2-4-3 3-1
FOURTH-1 mile; $25,000; cl($8,000); 4up
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  SpatetacularJoL118 S Leon 3-8-1 15-1
2  Spikes Shirl(L),118 BHrnnJ 11-4-10 5-1
3  GetEmUpScoutL113 JRamos 2-6-5 30-1
4  Obtained(L),118 C Orm 4-2-4 30-1
5  Sun Brown(L),118 CEmigh 2-4-7 6-1
6  JuniorGilliam(L)118 CLaneri 2-3-8 6-1
7  Senor Friday(L),118 ABschz 5-2-2 8-1
8  Ernie Banks(L),118 MMena 6-5-1 6-1
9  SummerRevltnL118 DCohn 1-2-2 5-2
10 Solo Drink(L),118 JMcKee 1-5-2 20-1
11 Bootlegger(L),118 MFranc 4-4-4 8-1
12 Hyndford(L),118 G Saez 5-2-5 20-1
13 Kristo(L),118 T Baze 3-10-5 20-1
14 AllAboutAshlyL118 MMena 6-6-3 10-1
15 TooFasttoPassL118 TGaffln 5-4-2 8-1
16 Yes I See(L),120 RSntnJr 1-3-3 5-2
FIFTH-6 fur; $26,000; cl($10,000); 3up
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  Southsider(L),123 CLndrs 4-2-3 15-1
2  Big Iron(L),123 JMcKee 2-8-3 15-1
3  StayonthegrndL116 KKlnbr 9-6-7 50-1
4  Feeling It(L),118 J Court 7-1-4 9-2
5  JerseyAgenda(L123 MMena 10-9-7 8-1
6  His Giant(L),123 JTalam 1-2-6 5-2
7  Felipe(L),123 AJimnz 10-7-5 20-1
8  Intonation(L),123 S Leon 7-4-1 15-1
9  QuestforFire(L),123 ABschz 5-4-1 6-1
10 Horsefeathers(L123 C Borel 7-4-1 10-1
11 Vineyard(L),123 DCnnn 5-8-5 6-1
12 Grade(L),123 T Baze 1-3-3 12-1
13 ComeOnVenezlL123 RBejrn 7-11-1 6-1
14 Firehorn(L),123 MMena 5-4-2 10-1
15 Cadron Flats(L),123 JTalam 3-9-8 12-1
SIXTH-1 1/16 miles; $26,000; st op cl; 4up
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  HoorayforHrvyL118 MFrnkl 1-4-1 12-1

2  MineyerwnmlnL118 JLeparx 10-3-6 8-1
3  FrostOrFrippryL120 FGerox 1-2-1 5-2
4  CalculatedRskrL118 MFranc 3-5-6 15-1
5  United Stand(L),118 LMchd 5-10-5 30-1
6  Overzealous(L),118 CLaneri 1-2-1 7-2
7  El Rubio(L),113 JRamos 1-6-3 20-1
8  Valycove(L),118 S Doyle 3-3-4 20-1
9  Curlin Grey(L),118 ABschz 4-4-3 8-1
10 HighRiskStrtgyL118 G Saez 2-1-9 15-1
11 ItalianCharm(L),118 MMena 7-8-3 15-1
12 Blue Steel(L),118 MMrrll 2-1-2 9-2
13 Roaring Fork(L),118 PLopez 8-8-2 8-1
14 Candy Asset(L),118 EGnzlz 3-1-1 10-1
15 On Patrol(L),118 CLaneri 9-3-3 20-1
SEVENTH-5 1/2 fur(T); $83,000; alw op cl; 
3up(f&m)
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  V J's Bet(L),121 TGaffln 6-2-6 15-1
2  Reenie D(L),121 JGrahm 7-1-1 15-1
3  Dalika(L),121 JRosari 4-2-5 5-2
4  Mentality(L),121 JGarcia 7-1-3 4-1
5  WinandyornGnL121 FGerox 8-6-5 12-1
6  Devant(L),121 JVelzqz 5-7-3 4-1
7  Harmless(L),121 JLeparx 3-3-8 6-1
8  Stylishly(L),121 BHrnnJ 7-4-1 20-1
9  More(L),121 DCarrll 1-1-3 12-1
10 Devils Dance(L),121 PLopez 2-3-1 5-1
11 Lesley'sSong(L),121 C Orm 9-1-6 30-1
12 FameFeather(L)121 S Doyle 3-10-4 12-1
13 IllhandalthcshL121 MFranc 6-4-2 8-1
14 HolidayTime(L),121 RSntnJr 3-1-5 12-1
EIGHTH-1 mile; $34,000; cl($30,000); 3up(f&m)
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  Addison(L),118 JTalam 4-2-2 9-2
2  ClassyJustice(L)124 MMena 1-2-2 15-1
3  ChannelPrncssL124 RAragn 2-2-3 15-1
4  Spun Eazy(L),118 T Baze 3-6-8 7-2
5  Moorac(L),118 MGarci 3-6-10 8-1
6  PrincessPhoneL124 CLaneri 2-4-3 9-2
7  Complete(L),124 JCstlln 1-2-6 5-1
8  La Negrita(L),118 MFranc 3-1-2 12-1
9  B Sky High(L),124 S Doyle 1-3-5 15-1
10 LadyMcKenzieL118 J Court 7-1-2 5-1
NINTH-1 mile(T); $85,000; alw op cl; 3up
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  Royal Mesa(L),122 CLndrs 9-1-2 15-1
2  Alkhaatam(L),122 DCnnn 1-9-4 20-1
3  Journeyman(L),122 JRosari 1-4-8 15-1
4  Ivar(L),122 JLeparx 1-1-1 12-1
5  FrontRuntheFdL122 JCstlln 2-1-1 8-5
6  Ritzy A. P.(L),122 J Ortiz 8-2-5 6-1
7  MoonColony(L),122 DCarrll 7-7-11 10-1
8  Clint Maroon(L),122 JLezcn 3-9-3 10-1
9  Mr Dumas(L),122 MGarci 8-7-10 9-2
10 Casa Creed(L),122 JVelzqz 1-3-2 9-2
11 Jais'sSolitude(L)122 CLaneri 1-9-8 12-1
12 Vanbrugh(L),122 FGerox 6-3-23 5-1
13 Federal Law(L),122 DCarrll 7-2-1 10-1
14 LoudrThnBmbsL122 RSntnJr 10-3-4 15-1
15 Lone Sailor(L),122 JTalam 3-8-1 7-2
16 K J's Nobility(L),122 C Borel 2-1-1 5-1
TENTH-1 1/16 miles; $35,000; md 
cl($50,000); 3up(f&m)
PN Horse,Wt. Jockey Last 3 Odds
1  SenseYouLeft(L118 MGarci 4-10-5 6-1
2  Joker Lady(L),118 JRosari 3-6-x 10-1
3  Eden(L),118 J Ortiz 6-2-4 12-1
4  Soothing(L),125 TGaffln 5-2-3 5-1
5  SacredUnion(L),118 T Baze 2-6-7 12-1
6  Thomasville(L),118 JGrahm 6-x-x 12-1
7  WrinklesYorNsL118 DCnnn x-x-x 30-1
8  Flashing Red(L),118 FGerox 2-2-3 9-2
9  She's a Deal(L),118 JLeparx 11-2-x 6-1
10 HashtagWinnrL118 CLndrs 7-5-5 20-1
11 GardenAffair(L),125 CLaneri 3-8-2 4-1
12 Bless Em(L),118 BHrnnJ 9-x-x 12-1

Churchill Downs Entries                        Post Time: 1 p.m.

Today's Sports on the Air
Korean 
Baseball

5:25 a.m. 
(Friday) KT Wiz at LG Twins ESPN2

Horse 
Racing 3 p.m. Racing Coast to Coast TVG

 Auto 
Racing Noon NASCAR Xfinity Series: Toyota 200 FS1

NFL: Cowboys’ Smith reinstated
Aldon Smith, who hasn’t played in an 

NFL game since 2015, will be able to take 
part in team activities with the Cowboys 
after the NFL on Wednesday conditionally 
reinstated the pass-rusher from an indefi-
nite suspension for off-field issues.
 The Patriots signed safety Patrick 

Chung to a two-year contract extension 
through 2023.

etc.: Hamlin wins rain-shortened race
Denny Hamlin won NASCAR’s first 

Wednesday race since 1984 when rain 
stopped the event with 20 laps remaining 
at Darlington Raceway. 
 The head of the agency that oversees 

the Oakland Coliseum says the A’s have in-
formed him they had “no ability to pay” 
the annual $1.2 million rent on the facility. 
  The LPGA Tour will not have its 

qualifying events at the end of the year, 
deciding Wednesday to keep the same 
roster of players it has on all of its tours.

  The NCAA Division I Council voted 
to lift a moratorium on voluntary workouts 
by football and basketball players effective 
June 1 as a growing number of college lead-
ers expressed confidence that fall sports 
will be possible in some form despite con-
cerns about the coronavirus pandemic.
  Nelson Cruz of the Twins, Kevin 

Love of the Cavaliers, and brothers Devin
and Jason McCourty of the Patriots are 
among the nominees for the Muhammad 
Ali Sports Humanitarian Award. The other 
finalists are Maya Moore of the Minnesota 
Lynx and WWE wrestler Titus O’Neil.
Ohio State athletic director Gene 

Smith says he thinks football games can 
be played in Ohio Stadium this fall with 
20,000 to 30,000 fans in the stands. Smith 
thinks that number of fans could be kept at 
a safe distance from one another in the 
stadium, which seats about 105,000. 
 Former Seton Hall point guard An-

thony Nelson, a Harlem native,  commit-
ted to transfer to play for Steve Masiello
at Manhattan over Long Beach State.

SportS ShortS

By Paul Schwartz

Embrace the awkward.
That was part of Eli Manning’s message to 

the Class of 2020 in a sincere and heartfelt 
commencement speech to graduates who 
did not experience an on-site ceremony 
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

“You see, I don’t mind being in awkward 
situations or doing things I don’t necessa-
rily want to do,’’ Manning said. 
“Like becoming the Giants 
backup quarterback after win-
ning two Super Bowls and walk-
ing away with the MVP. Embrac-
ing awkward is worth cultivating, 
because life, like this graduation, 
rarely goes as planned.’’

Manning, recently retired after 
16 years as the Giants quarter-
back, spoke as part of iHeartMe-
dia’s campaign “Commencement 
Speeches for the Class of 2020.’’ 
Other celebrities to participate 
include John Legend, Hillary 
Clinton, Tim McGraw and Bill and Melinda 
Gates. 

Manning’s 11-minute address was filled 
with self-deprecation, words of inspiration 
and his acknowledging his own failings and 
fears. 

“Am I the only one that thinks this is kinda 
weird?’’ he asked. “Virtual graduations?’’

Manning took a trip down memory lane, 
to his years in college at Ole Miss, alluding 
to something he almost never addresses — 
an arrest for public drunkenness as a 19-
year old freshman.

“The dreaded 8 a.m. classes,’’ he said. 
“Then there were Scantrons. I still have a 
recurring nightmare where I show up to 
take a test and I don’t have a freaking Scan-
tron and nobody will give me one. I remem-
ber the first time I saw my future wife. And 

I remember the first time being in the back 
of a cop car. 

“There were group study sessions and of 
course the Sunday scaries after the week-
end without getting any work done and 
facing that stressful 12-hour window to 
complete assignments before Monday. And 
yeah, I remember trying to remember how 
long it has been since the last time I 
washed my sheets.’’

A lyric by country singer Jason 
Bolin, Manning said, could have 
been written for him: “I have a 
harmless habit of being fine wher-
ever I am.’’

Manning spoke about situations 
that were difficult for him to navi-
gate, such as his many, many visits 
to visit sick kids in hospitals.

“At some point everybody 
should walk into a hospital’s pedi-
atric cancer floor,’’ he said. “It cer-
tainly puts life in perspective. Be-
lieve me, I’ve squirmed through 
these situations more times than I 

can count and despite my own discomfort it 
lifted their spirits and put a smile on their 
face just because I was there for them.’’

Manning admitted he had difficulties in 
school.

“I’m not the smartest person you’ve ever 
met, not by a longshot,’’ he said. “School 
was hard for me all my life, from elemen-
tary through college. But I showed up and I 
was present. That doesn’t take skill. It takes 
commitment.’’ 

With his avoidance of social media, it 
came as no surprise Manning challenged 
the graduates to thank anyone who helped 
them get this far with a personal touch.

“I don’t mean sending out a mass tweet, to 
me that seems insincere and much too easy,’’ 
he said. “There are people in your life who 
simply deserve to get a personal thank you.’’

Eli to grads: Life 
is unpredictable

eli manning

Odds & Ends
NASCAR

Odds to win
 Toyota 200

Thursday, 
Darlington, S.C.

DRIVER  ODDS

Kyle Busch  -145

Chase Brisco  6/1

Brandon Jones  15/2

Harris Burton  10/1

Ross Chastain  10/1

Justin Allgaier  14/1

Noah Gragson  17/1

Austin Cindric  17/1

Daniel Hemric  25/1

Riley Herbst  50/1

Michael Annett  100/1

Justin Haley  100/1

Ryan Sieg  100/1

Anthony Alfredo  200/1

Myatt Snider  300/1

Timmy Hill  1,000/1

Jeremy Clements  1,000/1

Brandon Brown  1,500/1

Joe Graf Jr.  1,500/1

Race rescheduled from Tuesday 
(inclement weather)

NFL
Odds to win 

2020 division title
AFC EAST  ODDS

Patriots  +120

Bills  +130

Jets  15/2

Dolphins  15/2

AFC NORTH  ODDS

Ravens  -260

Steelers  +370

Browns  5/1

Bengals  30/1

AFC SOUTH  ODDS

Colts  +140

Titans  +175

Texans  3/1

Jaguars  12/1

AFC WEST  ODDS

Chiefs   -450

Raiders  17/2

Chargers  10/1

Broncos  10/1

NFC EAST  ODDS

Cowboys  +110

Eagles  +135

Giants  15/2

Redskins  11/1

NFC NORTH  ODDS

Packers  +140

Vikings  +150

Bears  9/2

Lions  17/2

NFC SOUTH  ODDS

Saints  Even

Buccaneers  +140

Falcons  6/1

Panthers   14/1

NFC WEST  ODDS

49ers  -115

Seahawks  +230

Rams  9/2

Cardinals  8/1

(All odds from William Hill)
Solution to Very Easy #5,094 Solution to Difficult #4,884

7 9 6 1 3 4 8 2 5
3 1 4 8 5 2 6 9 7
8 2 5 6 9 7 3 1 4
5 8 2 7 6 9 1 4 3
6 3 7 4 2 1 9 5 8
9 4 1 3 8 5 7 6 2
4 7 9 2 1 8 5 3 6
1 6 8 5 4 3 2 7 9
2 5 3 9 7 6 4 8 1

6 9 8 7 1 3 5 2 4
3 4 2 5 8 6 1 9 7
5 1 7 9 4 2 8 3 6
1 8 4 6 9 7 2 5 3
2 7 5 1 3 8 6 4 9
9 6 3 2 5 4 7 8 1
4 3 6 8 7 5 9 1 2
7 5 9 4 2 1 3 6 8
8 2 1 3 6 9 4 7 5

Puzzles on Page 22
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By Mike PuMa

One in a series.
The biggest winner 

among Mets pitchers during 
baseball’s shutdown might 
be Michael Wacha.

No longer facing the grind 
of a six-month season, the 
right-hander, who has a his-
tory of shoulder issues, 
might have a better chance of 
reaching the finish line dur-
ing an abbreviated schedule. 
Wacha incurred shoulder 
discomfort as recently as last 
September, precluding him 

from pitching in the postsea-
son for the Cardinals.

“You don’t want to pencil 
him in for 25-30 starts,” said 
a talent evaluator from a 
National League club. “But 
more like 12-15 might be in 
his wheelhouse better, so I 
think a shortened season 
helps a guy like him a lot.”

Wacha, 28, went 6-7 with a 
4.76 ERA and 1.563 WHIP in 
29 appearances last season 
for the Cardinals. Of those ap-
pearances, five came as a re-
liever, putting him in the con-
versation for a swingman role 

when spring training began 
this season with the Mets.

But since camp was sus-
pended for the COVID-19 
outbreak, the dynamic 
within the Mets pitching 
staff has changed: Noah 
Syndergaard underwent 
Tommy John surgery on 
March 26 that will sideline 
him into 2021, leaving Wa-
cha as the likely fifth starter, 
behind Jacob deGrom, Mar-
cus Stroman, Steven Matz 
and Rick Porcello.

But if the Mets wanted to 
get creative, they could 

move Seth Lugo into the ro-
tation, albeit at the bullpen’s 
expense. Lugo last season 
was the Mets’ best reliever, 
but perhaps the team would 
be willing to experiment 
with Wacha in that multi-in-
ning role.

“Wacha, I think it’s a reach 
to think he can be a big fac-
tor this year,” the talent 
evaluator said. “Obviously, 
he is going to get an oppor-
tunity, but maybe he takes 
over that role Lugo has. 
Maybe you can give Lugo 
more of a break and they 

both could kind of handle 
that spot start, long relief, 
middle relief role.

“I see that more of [Wa-
cha’s] role than trying to 
start him, because even with 
the shortened season he’s a 
guy that I think is not going 
to be able to sustain his ef-
fort over time because of the 
shoulder. I think in shorter 
spurts, and not that he can’t 
be extended over three or 
four innings at times, but I 
see him more in a Lugo role 
than a rotation role.”

Wacha was an All-Star for 

Mets’ injury-prone Wacha should benefit Post Player Profile

Michael Wacha
Position: Right-handed pitcher
Age: 28
Contract status: One-year deal
worth a guaranteed $3 million.
He can earn an additional $7
million in incentives.
2019 stats:Went 6-7 with a
4.76 ERA with 105 Ks, 55
BBs and 1.563 WHIP in
29 appearances for the
Cardinals. He made five relief
appearances, going 1-0 with
a 5.68 ERA.

A DAILY ASSESSMENT
OF THE METS ROSTER

IT MADE sense from the beginning.
When the two-man teams were 

formed for “The Match: Champions 
for Charity” and then announced for 
public consumption, 
there was little question 
about whom was going 
to partner with whom.

Sunday’s golf exhibi-
tion to raise some $10 
million for COVID-19 re-
lief, to be played at Med-
alist Golf Club in Hobe 
Sound, Fla., all along was going to pair 
Phil Mickelson and Tom Brady to take 
on the team of Tiger Woods and Peyton 
Manning.

Woods and Manning, both repre-
sented by the same high-profile shoe 
brand, have played in a couple pro-am 
tournaments together at PGA Tour 
events. 

The genesis of the Mickelson-Brady 
partnership was a bit more or-
ganic, and it’s highlighted by one 

particular “cool life moment’’ as 
Mickelson puts it.

In advance of the 2017 
Masters, Mickelson, 
Brady and Jimmy 
Dunne, one of the big 
business power bro-
kers in golf, were on a 
golf hang together at 
Augusta National. 
They were staying in 

the member cabins, 
getting in a workout 

early in the morning, playing 36 holes 

and then enjoying some exquisite wine 
over a good dinner at night. 

The next day, they’d wake up and re-
peat that routine.

One morning on that 
buddies’ trip, Brady 
asked Mickelson some-
thing that turned into 
one of Lefty’s most cher-
ished moments — out-
side of family and the 
amazing things he’s ac-
complished on the golf 

course.
“We all went and worked out in the 

morning and Brady said, ‘Hey listen, 
I’ve got to go throw to [Patriots 
receiver Julian] Edelman 
next week and I always 
like to throw a little 
bit and keep my arm 
sharp … do you 
mind catching a few 
passes?’ ’’ Mickelson 
told The Post in ad-
vance of this week-
end’s charity match.

Mickelson said he took 
exactly zero time to 
think about Brady’s 
request.

“I was like, 
‘Hell yeah, 
let’s do this,’ 
’’ Mickel-
son said. 
“We were 
down to 
the left of 

the 10th hole in the cottages over there 
where there’s a little gym by the cabins. 
It’s 7:20 in the morning and half dark 
out and [Brady] is throwing these 
passes to me and I’ve never seen a foot-
ball come in this hard. 

“He threw with such velocity and 
heat that I was a worried about busting 
a finger, to be honest. I’ve got my fin-
gers bent because I don’t want them to 
hyperextend. But yet, it wasn’t going to 
stop me from catching passes from one 
of the greatest quarterbacks who ever 
lived … if not the greatest.’’

Wouldn’t it have been so very Mickel-
son had he injured a finger and was 
forced to withdraw from that 2017 Mas-
ters as a result of an innocent football 

toss with Tom Brady? 
Mickelson, after all, always 

has been known to walk to his 
own beat, taking ski vacations with 
his family in the middle of golf sea-
son with no worry about breaking 
a limb and causing him to miss val-
uable time on the golf course.
Mickelson’s mantra in life has 

always been about living it, not 
carefully managing it. He and his 

wife, Amy, always have 
made it a point to in-

clude their three 
children in 

those special 
kinds of life 
experiences 

that they’ll 
not only 

learn 

One ‘cool life moment’ helped 
form Brady-Mickelson tandem

greatest team: Phil Mickelson (right) and 
Tom Brady will take on Tiger Woods (inset) and 
Peyton Manning in a golf exhibition on Sunday to 
raise some $10 million for COVID-19 relief, but his 
partnership with the former Patriots quarterback 
started before the 2017 Masters. Getty Images (3)

Mark
Cannizzaro
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You ask, we answer. The Post is field-
ing questions from readers about New 
York’s biggest pro sports teams and get-
ting our beat writers to answer them in 
a series of regularly published mail-
bags. In today’s installment: the Jets.

Why haven’t the Jets signed Lo-
gan Ryan yet? They have a need 
and cap space. — Davey Cooks 

Is there a realistic sce-
nario where the Jets can 
sign both Logan Ryan and 
Larry Warford? Does it en-
tail cutting [Brian] Win-
ters? — Michael 

Let’s take these two to-
gether. The Jets have 
talked to Ryan’s repre-
sentatives. That does not 
mean they are on the 
brink of signing him, 
though. I think some 
people got carried 
away last week believ-
ing a signing was immi-

nent. From my under-
standing, Ryan’s asking 

price is still very high, around $10 
million. The Jets are not doing that. 

Warford is a similar situation. He re-
portedly is asking for $7 million. 
Those are prices the Jets are not pay-
ing at this point in the offseason. Right 
now, GM Joe Douglas is shopping for 
value. Fans often equate big names 
with good signings, but those signings 
don’t usually work out. There are rea-
sons these two players are still free 
agents right now — a mix of declining 
skills and asking for too much money. 
To answer the second question, yes 
the Jets could sign both (and yes, Win-
ters would be the likely cap casualty) 
but don’t count on it happening. 

How are these Jet players react-
ing to coach [Adam] Gase? Re-

member, they said he lost the 
Dolphin team.  — Doug from 
Mahopac 
Let’s take a few parts of this ques-

tion apart. Right now, the players are 
only interacting with Gase virtually. 

I don’t imagine that is leading to 
many problems. 

But the second part of your 
question is something I hear some-

times, and I’m not sure where this 
perception comes from. I have not 

heard that he lost the team in Miami. 
He had a few disagreements with play-

ers. Most coaches do. But there are a 
lot of players from the Dolphins 
who liked playing for Gase. The 

sense I got last year in the Jets’ locker 
room was that most players appreci-
ated Gase’s intensity and dedication. 
Does he rub some people the wrong 
way? Surely. But think about the best 
coaches in the league. How many of 
them are universally loved by their 

players? This is not a popularity con-
test. If players feel Gase is putting 
them in the best position to win, they 
will respect him. 

Do you think this will be Marcus 
Maye’s last season with the Jets 
since they drafted Ashtyn Davis? 
— Jake Spriggs

Yes, I think this is probably it for 
Maye. I believe the Jets are going to get 
a contract done with Jamal Adams 
eventually. It will be hard to make a ma-
jor financial commitment to two safe-
ties, even though Maye’s deal would be 
much less than Adams’. If Davis im-
presses the coaches this year, he can 
slide into Maye’s spot in 2021. All signs 
point to Maye being gone by 2021. 

With no real training camp on 
the horizon, how long will it take 
for the offensive line to jell consid-
ering it looks like there will be 
new starters in every position on 
the line? — Dan 

This is going to be the biggest chal-
lenge the Jets face, in my opinion. We 
saw last year what a line with bad 
chemistry looks like, after the starting 
line did not play together at all in the 
preseason. I’m not sure how long it will 
take or if there are things they can do to 
speed things up. It will be critical, 
though, that they get on the same page. 

We know the Jets could use an-
other quality wideout. Do you 
know if they have inquired about 
Keke Coutee or Dante Pettis, two 
players that would seem to fit 
better than the remaining crop of 
unappealing free agent receivers?  
— Jetstream

I have not heard those names, but 
that does not mean they have not ex-
plored them. Douglas has shown he 
does his due diligence in every situa-
tion. It would not surprise me if De-
maryius Thomas is re-signed at some 
point. He remains a free agent. He is a 
favorite of Gase and could be a posi-
tive influence on the young receivers. 

Do you think Hines Ward proved 
valuable in his 1st year [as an offen-
sive assistant], and how do you 
think he may help Shawn Jefferson 
influence a raw WR room? — Dave 

The receivers last year praised the 
work Ward did, and I know he drew 
some interest from other teams this 
offseason. He worked closely with 
Robby Anderson last year, and I 
thought Anderson improved late in 
the season. I think Ward has instant 
credibility with players because of his 
playing career. That always helps. 

Jets unlikely to 
spend big bucks 

on big names

the Cardinals in 2015, when 
he went 17-7 with a 3.38 
ERA, but three of the past 
four seasons were a struggle 
for him. In 2018 he posted 
some of his best numbers — 
a 3.20 ERA and 1.233 WHIP, 
but that came over just 15 
starts, as he was sidelined 
by multiple oblique strains.

Wacha arrived to the Mets 
last winter on an incentive-
laden one-year contract that 
guarantees him $3 million. 
Wacha’s contract can max 
out at $10 million based on 
starts and relief appearan-

ces. The contract has a 
“points” system built into it 
that would reward Wacha 
even if he’s not a full-time 
starting pitcher. Under the 
arrangement, Wacha re-
ceives one point for a start 
or each relief appearance of 
at least three innings. Bo-
nuses begin accumulating 
once he reaches 10 points.

The Mets also signed Por-
cello last winter, but the 
former Cy Young Award 
winner is viewed as a lower 
risk than Wacha.

“Anything I get from [Wa-

cha] would be gravy be-
cause I think he’s not the 
same guy and hopefully 
he is healthier,” the tal-
ent evaluator said. 
“This rest is a big thing 
for the shoulder be-
cause the healing as-
pect of it is really 
good and that might 
help him, plus his ex-
perience being on 
championship-cali-
ber teams and know-
ing how to pitch and 
all of that stuff.”

mpuma@nypost.com

from abbreviated sked

from but never forget.
So, there was Mickelson, with a Mas-

ters to play in less than two months, 
standing in the dim dawn light trying to 
catch Brady’s passes without hurting 
himself because it was a cool experi-
ence that he knew he’d never forget.

Sometimes in life, it’s about the sto-
ries you get to tell over dinner and a 
good bottle of Cabernet, and that hap-
pens to be one of Mickelson’s favorite 
things to do — other than drop un-
thinkably difficult flop shots to 
within inches of the hole.

“I’ve played catch with some guys 
with good arms and stuff, but this 
ball is whistling at me and I’m only 
catching the last half of it,’’ Mick-
elson recalled. “He’s got such 
ground force with his feet and 
his shoulder and the ball just 
comes in 25 yards away and 
there’s just no drop. It had an 
impact on me, because I didn’t 
realize how hard those balls are 
coming in and how good those 
receivers are to catch those 
things.

“I was really focused, but 
those balls were hard to catch. 
There were three times the ball 
hit my palm and all three times I 
had a nerve that shot right 
through my arm all the way 
throughout my body. And 
yet, it’s one of my fa-
vorite moments, be-
cause who gets to 
catch passes from 
the freaking greatest 
quarterback of all 
time?’’

On Sunday, Mickelson and 
Brady get the chance to take down one 
of the greatest golfers of all time in 
Woods. And they’ll do it for a good 
cause. That’s called a win-win.

mcannizzaro@nypost.com

JETS
MAILBAG
By Brian
Costello
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By Paul SChwartz

One in a series.
That the Giants picked up the fifth-year op-

tion on Evan Engram in no way means they 
are fully committed to him. It was a no-
brainer financial move to secure him con-
tractually through the 2021 season. 

This is a huge year ahead for Engram, who 
delights and frustrates the team and its fans, 
and needs to stabilize his career by staying on 
the field.

It is too harsh to sug-
gest it is always some-
thing with Engram, but 
is often something with 
him. He played in 15 
games as a rookie, just 11 
in 2018 and a career-low 
eight games last season, 
missing time with a 
knee issue then going 
down with a mid-foot 
sprain in Week 9 against 
the Cowboys on “Mon-
day Night Football.’’ 

That was it for En-
gram. He underwent surgery Dec. 20 to re-
pair a partial Lisfranc tear, a procedure that 
needs plenty of time to heal and is never wel-
come for a pass-catching tight end who relies 
on speed and quickness to make a living.

Availability is crucial to stamp a player as re-
liable, and Engram has been unavailable for 29 
percent (14 out of 48) of his NFL games. He is 
a finely tuned athlete susceptible to strains 
and pulls and nagging issues that limit his time 
on the practice field and in games. It is a prob-
lem and with a new coaching regime in place, 
this is in some ways a new start for Engram. 

You can bet coach Joe Judge and especially 
offensive coordinator Jason Garrett are eager 

to check up on Engram’s rehab progress and 
get him immersed in the passing game. En-
gram gets a chance to make a first impression 
with this group, and staying healthy is his 

first order of business. 
He was the final first-

round pick of former 
general manager Jerry 
Reese, meaning he is not 
on Dave Gettleman’s 
ledger if things go south.

This is a heap of nega-
tivity for a player with 
legitimate disruptive 
skills and a person who 
enhances any locker 
room he enters. Engram 
showed himself to be a 
straight-shooter as a 

rookie and is earnest in everything he does 
while in the building. He had a problem with 
drops earlier in his career, but the main con-
cern with him is maintaining his body. He has 
the distinction of hauling in Daniel Jones’ 
first NFL touchdown pass, and the way En-
gram turned on the jets on the 75-yard scor-
ing play at Tampa Bay showed exactly what 
he is capable of doing.

“I want to be part of the turnaround here,” 
Engram said. “I want to be part of the turn-
around that’s coming.”

He will be, if he can stay on the field.
To balance out the position, the Giants 

signed veteran Levine Toilolo, essentially to 

replace retired Rhett Ellison as a blocker 
and jack-of-all-trades. The towering 6-foot-8 
Toilolo has 97 career receptions in seven 
years for three different teams and should be 
a “throw it up there’’ target for Jones in the 
red zone, as well as a capable in-line blocker.

“I think for me being a little biased, I al-
ways think the more tight ends on the field, 
the better,’’ Toilolo said. “The tight end posi-
tion is a unique one in terms of you can have 
so many different body types and different 
athletes out there. You can ask them to do a 
wide range of things.’’

It will be interesting to see what comes next 
for Kaden Smith. He was a sixth-round pick of 
the 49ers but got waived and picked up by the 
Giants. He ended up catching 31 passes for 
268 yards and three touchdowns, including 
the game-winner in overtime in Week 16 
against the Redskins — so blame him for the 
Giants missing out on Chase Young in the 
2020 draft. Smith showed a knack for getting 
open, and that could prove useful.

Garrett Dickerson,  from Bergen Catholic 
High School, has been on the scene for two 
years, mostly on the practice squad, and will 
try to stick around once again. The most in-
triguing newcomer might be Rysen John 
from Simon Fraser University in British Co-
lumbia. John is 6-7 and he caught 10 touch-
down passes in 10 games last season. At the 
very least, he will be noticeable on the field 
in training camp.

paul.schwartz@nypost.com

Giants aim for Engram 
flashes to become norm

By Brian CoStello

One in a series.
The Jets had high expectations 

for Chris Herndon entering last 
season. Herndon was coming off 
a strong rookie season when he 
showed strong chemistry with 
fellow rookie Sam Darnold. Jets 
coach Adam Gase called him a 
“unicorn” because of all the 
things he could do.

Then, he played in just one 
game and had one catch. 

A suspension followed by a 
hamstring injury then a season-
ending broken rib led to a lost 
year for Herndon. Now, those 
expectations have returned. 
Herndon is healthy and expected 
to contribute as soon as the sea-
son starts. He could be a key cog 
in the offense in 2020.

“I think everyone can agree 
that we were all excited to see 
what he could do going into last 
year,” Gase said recently. “We 
felt good about so many things, 

and it just didn’t work out with 
the suspension and the injury. 
Then we finally get him on the 
field and he played like [18] 
plays. He’s a guy that we’re ex-
cited to get back and can’t really  
wait to get going. And see how 
he’ll fit in with everything.”

Herndon could be a major ad-
dition for Darnold. When people 
talk about the Jets’ weapons, 
they often focus on the wide re-
ceivers, where there are holes. 
But the tight ends could be a 

strength of this team.
The benefit of Herndon miss-

ing time was it created opportu-
nities for the other tight ends on 
the roster. Ryan Griffin took ad-
vantage of his chance. Signed 
just before training camp, Griffin 
became Darnold’s favorite target 
for a stretch in the middle of the 
season. He had 34 catches for 
320 yards and five touchdowns 
before his season ended in De-
cember with an ankle injury that 
required surgery. 

Before the injury, the Jets 
signed Griffin to a three-year ex-
tension, a sign of how pleased 
they were with his play. Now, 
they hope Herndon and Griffin 
can form a 1-2 punch for Darnold 
and open things up for others in 
the offense.

The Jets brought back Daniel 
Brown and Trevon Wesco is en-
tering his second season in the 
NFL — both can be strong back-
ups to Herndon and Griffin and 
are strong blockers. Wesco made 
a few key plays late last season, 
including running for a first 
down as a fullback.

Expect to see Wesco used 
more as a fullback in 2020. It 
seemed to be something that 
worked late in the year and 
might be a way to get more pro-
duction out of Le’Veon Bell. 
Gase is not a coach who believes 
in carrying a fullback on the ros-
ter, but Wesco’s versatility can 
help him get playing time. 

brian.costello@nypost.com

Jets have Herndon faith despite lost 2019

Position group analysis

Signed
Player Age through
Evan Engram 25 2021
Levine Toilolo 28 2021
Kaden Smith 23 2022
Eric Tomlinson 28 2021

A look at notable tight ends on the
Giants’ roster:

Position group analysis

Signed
Player Age through

Chris Herndon 24 2021
Ryan Griffin 30 2022
Daniel Brown 28 2020
TrevonWesco 25 2022

A look at the notable tight ends
on the Jets’ roster:

Signed
ough

2021
2022
2020
2022

endsends

AP

By Paul SChwartz

A photo and text message posted on 
Twitter on Wednesday by the attorney 
representing Seahawks cornerback Quin-
ton Dunbar could be construed as damag-
ing to DeAndre Baker as Baker’s name is 
in the text and there is a tacit suggestion 
Baker is pictured in the photo, the 22-year-
old Giants cornerback’s attorney says.

This is not only false, says Patrick Patel — 
one of the lawyers for Baker — but it is de-
ceitful, sparking an avalanche of accusations 
against Dunbar’s lawyer, Michael Grieco.

“Baker is going to immediately file a 
lawsuit against Grieco for libel and slan-
der, making everybody believe that Baker 
is in that picture, because his name is in 
the text,’’ Patel told The Post.

Baker is facing four counts of armed rob-
bery with a firearm and four counts of ag-
gravated assault stemming from an alleged 
incident last Wednesday night in Miramar, 
Fla. Dunbar is facing four counts of armed 
robbery. The arrest warrant stated Baker 

replace retired Rhett Ellison as a blocker 
and jack-of-all-trades. The towering 6-foot-8 
Toilolo has 97 career receptions in seven 
years for three different teams and should be 
a “throw it up there’’ target for Jones in the 
red zone, as well as a capable in-line blocker.

“I think for me being a little biased, I al-
ways think the more tight ends on the field, 
the better,’’ Toilolo said. “The tight end posi-
tion is a unique one in terms of you can have 
so many different body types and different 
athletes out there. You can ask them to do a 

It will be interesting to see what comes next 
for Kaden Smith. He was a sixth-round pick of 
the 49ers but got waived and picked up by the 
Giants. He ended up catching 31 passes for 
268 yards and three touchdowns, including 

Giants aim for Engram 
flashes to become norm
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Giant to ever lead the NFL in
receiving yards: Ray Flaherty

THETIME 1932

THE BACKGROUND Flaherty was a
fleet-footed

6-foot, 190-pounder who played his
college ball at Gonzaga (and later
interrupted his career with the Giants
to coach there for the 1930 season).
He was a three-time All-Pro, in 1928
(with the old New York Yankees), 1929
(when he joined the Giants after the
Yankees folded) and 1932, when he
not only led the league in receiving
yards (350) but also catches (21) and
touchdowns catches (5).

THE SKINNY Jack McBride and
Jack Haggerty were

the prime throwers out of the Giants’
backfield and Flaherty was their
favorite — and oftentimes only —
target. Their best moment came Nov.
27, when a pair of McBride-to-
Flaherty TD tosses beat the rival
Dodgers at the Polo Grounds, 13-7.

THE OTHERSWHO CAME CLOSEST
Tod Goodwin finished second in 1935,
1 yard behind Charlie Malone. Homer
Jones finished second in 1967 behind
Ben Hawkins. Del Shofner finished
second in 1961, just 19 yards behind
TommyMcDonald. Bill Swiacki
(1948), Amani Toomer (2002), Victor
Cruz (2009) and Odell Beckham Jr.
(2016) all finished third.

THE QUOTE Flaherty is credited
with igniting the

Giants-Redskins rivalry thanks to a
pregame talk he gave asWashington’s
coach in 1937, highlighted by: “You’re
gonna kick the hell out of those
Giants. You’ve got to. The future of pro
football inWashington depends on
this game. I want 60minutes of the
best that’s in you. Those Giants are
going to be tough tonight. You know
how they hate us.”

THEAFTERMATH Flaherty earned
induction into the

Hall of Fame in 1976 thanks to his
coaching career, which included two
championships with the Redskins, in
1937 and 1942, and after serving in
WorldWar II he won two division titles
with the New York Yankees in the
AAFC. His all-time record was 87-37-5.

THE LEGACY Flaherty is credited
with inventing the

screen pass in 1937. His number, 1, was
the first taken out of circulation by the
Giants; we call that “retiring the
number” today. —Mike Vaccaro

THE 1 AND ONLY

NY Post file photo

and Dunbar may have lost $70,000 in a 
dice game two night earlier, suggesting 
that was motivation for the incident.

Baker entered a plea of not guilty to all 
eight counts. Dunbar also pled not guilty 
to the charges against him.

This latest development is clear indica-
tion there is a schism between the Baker 
and Dunbar camps, which bears watch-
ing, as one player could turn against the 
other.

Grieco tweeted a text from someone he 
claims was at a gambling party a few days 
before the alleged incident, a text suppos-
edly sent to Dunbar that read, “You missed 
some good money yesterday bro dolphin 
players Dre baker even beat him we beat 
him out of 10k on the game and then it’s 
was shooting dice bout another 60k out 
there.’’ Grieco wrote this proves Dunbar 
was not at the gambling get-together, but 
did not say anything about the fact Baker’s 
name was mentioned. 

“The text is complete bulls--t,’’ Patel 
said. “Read the text. You can say anybody 

is that person. Wasn’t it everybody’s 
bulls--t at the beginning that my client 
Baker lost $70,000? Now go read the text. 
The text is saying Baker won $10,000. So 
what are we doing?’’

Patel said he has a video from that gam-
bling party that shows Baker was not in at-
tendance.

The picture posted in the text shows one 
larger man sitting at a table and another 
man standing nearby, with one high stack 
of cash and a smaller stack of cash on the 
table. The man standing up, wearing a 
short-sleeve red shirt with tattoos on his 
right arm and possibly on his left arm, 
could be seen as possibly being Baker. The 
faces of both men are concealed by yellow 
smiley-faces, although it’s not clear when 
those smiley-faces were added.

“Look at the size of the arms and the 
tats,’’ Patel said. “It’s not him.’’

In other words, if the tats are amiss you 
must dismiss.

Baker and Dunbar are accused of steal-
ing more than $12,000 in cash and expen-

sive designer watches. The arrest warrant 
said Baker pointed a gun at a victim and 
told an unidentified masked assailant to 
shoot someone walking into the party. Pa-
tel previously told The Post Baker was 
playing the “Madden” video game at the 
house party and left after he heard a 
“ruckus’’ in the other room.

“DeAndre has no knowledge of anybody 
in those texts, who sent it, to who,’’ Patel 
said. “Let the guy come forward. I cannot 
wait to get Grieco on the stand and cross-
examine him on how he got that text, who 
he got the text from.’’

Patel also pointed out Grieco has a his-
tory of troubling conduct. Grieco was ac-
cused of using his prosecution of an as-
sault case against Sean Taylor, the now de-
ceased Redskins safety, to promote his 
work as a nightclub disc jockey in Miami 
Beach. Patel also mentioned Grieco in 
2017 resigned as Miami Beach commis-
sioner after facing charges of accepting an 
illegal campaign contribution. 

paul.schwartz@nypost.com

legal battle: The attorney for Giants 
cornerback DeAndre Baker says they will sue 
counsel for Seahawks safety Quinton Dunbar, 
who posted a photo on Twitter (inset left) that 
suggests Baker is in the photo. Baker and 
Dunbar (inset right) have been charged with 
armed robbery, and Baker additional counts of 
armed assault. AP; Twitter/@Mike_Grieco; Getty Images
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THEBESTOFST.
By ZACH BRAZILLER

IT WAS February 2019 and Ann Sealy
was back at the Garden, back in the arena
she spent so many nights watching her
youngest son dazzle capacity crowds.

A friend had wanted to see the Red Storm
play, and Villanova was in town. Former St.
John’s assistant coach Ron Rutledge set them
up with tickets and it was now halftime.

Soon, she was swarmed, one fan after
another approaching her. University presi-
dent Conrado Gempesaw came down to
shake her hand. People in the sections above
waved to her. They all wanted to say a nice
word about her son, to meet the woman who
raised the St. John’s legend.

“Oh, my goodness,” she thought to herself
then.

Two decades after his tragic passing at the
age of 30, Malik Sealy’s legacy lives on. His
impact remains. Talk to coaches, friends,
family members, teammates, adversaries —
anyone who crossed paths with the 6-foot-8
Bronx native — and there are so many fond
memories, sadness he was taken so young,
killed by a drunk driver in a car accident
on May 20, 2000, and a sense of privilege to
have known the former St. John’s star and
first-round pick of the Pacers.

“When you lose [someone] special like
that, you don’t ever not think about them,”
said Sam Mitchell, a teammate in two spots
during Sealy’s eight-year NBA career and a
close friend. “You can’t pull them out of your
heart.”

n n n
ON MAY 20 every year, Malik’s wife, Lisa

Sealy, marks the solemn occasion by “remem-
bering to breathe.” Ann simply tries to get
through the day. Amir Sealy celebrates his
brother by thinking of the good times they
had. Twenty years ago Wednesday, Sealy
was driving home from Kevin Garnett’s 24th
birthday in St. Louis Park, Minn., when his
car was hit by a pickup truck going the wrong
way on a divided highway. Souksangouane
Phengsene, the truck’s driver, was intoxicated
and served four years in prison. By the early
morning hours, the Timberwolves had found
out the grim news: Sealy was gone.

“It’s like time stood still,” Mitchell
recalled.

Mitchell broke the news to Lisa, accom-
panying police to make sure she didn’t hear
it from a stranger. When Ann was told,
her brain couldn’t process it initially. She
informed her husband, Sidney, who started
violently coughing. People all over The
Bronx who knew Sealy — from the Fulton
Towers to Twin Parks Apartments — broke
down.

His funeral was held at Riverside Church.
The building was full, 3,000 mourners
packed in, and people were lined up across
the street to pay their respects. Representa-
tives from three different religious groups
spoke.

“All his school teachers [were there].
I couldn’t breathe. His team came in. I
couldn’t breathe,” Ann recalled. “For my
baby boy? And then we got a police escort to
the cemetery by state troopers.”

n n n
SEALY became a star because of his

ability with a basketball, his success from
high school through the NBA, but the sto-
ries people share rarely include his on-
court achievements.

In Minnesota, then-Timberwolves vice
president of marketing Chris Wright
remembered him as a
go-to guy for commu-
nity events, particularly
for young children.
Years after he gradu-
ated from St. John’s,
he would return to
mentor younger play-
ers. When the 1998-99
St. John’s team lost in
the Elite Eight to Ohio
State, Sealy helped ease
the pain with words of
encouragement. When
the Johnnies won the
Big East Tournament
the following year, he
was the first one to
offer congratulations.
He routinely visited
his junior high school
to speak to kids, would
help pay for young men
to attend prep schools
and once paid for a
friend’s cancer treat-
ment.

Amir heard a story
recently from a woman
who knew his brother.
Malik was in his truck
and she waved to him one day. He pulled
the car over and they began chatting. Her
son was having trouble in school and
Malik spent 90 minutes offering him life
lessons. In high school, he played in the
famed Wheelchair Classic, which raised
money for Coler-Goldwater Hospital. He
kept going back to play chess with patients
there. As a freshman at St. John’s, he was
the team’s designated driver, always the
one to convince his teammates to call it
a night early. He frequently left tickets
for kids to attend NBA games. Legendary
local scout Tom Konchalski described him
as a “prince” who had “regal character.”

“He was like Derek Jeter before Derek
Jeter in his own way,” said Alex Evans, who

coached Sealy on the renowned Riverside
Church AAU team and at St. John’s.

“He was kind to everyone. He had the
ability to make everyone from the board-
room to the mailroom feel seen and
heard,” said Lisa, who created Hello Heal-
ing, a company that helps women deal
with many levels of loss, after her experi-

ence with such trauma.
Her son, Malik Rem-
ington Sealy, recently
turned 23 and just
graduated from Rhode
Island School of Design
with a degree in ani-
mation. He inherited
his father’s creativity,
having worked on two
shows that are stream-
ing, “Midnight Gospel”
on Netflix and “Toon-
ing out the News” on
CBS All Access.

“I pray he is pleased
with the job I did with-
out him,” Lisa said.

After a star-stud-
ded career for St.
Nicholas of Tolen-
tine, which he capped
with a 30-1 record,
city and state cham-
pionship his senior
year, Sealy developed
into a superstar at St.
John’s, playing in three
NCAA Tournaments
and reaching the Elite
Eight his junior year.

He finished as the school’s second all-time
leading scorer (2,401), behind only Chris
Mullin, and was a two-time All-Big East
first team selection and two-time Hag-
gerty Award winner, given to the area’s
top player. Jayson Williams could tell right
away Sealy was unique. In his first game,
he scored 15 points, including four dunks.

That was only part of his legacy at the
Queens school. He was an exceptional stu-
dent, earned a management degree and
was well-liked by seemingly everyone.

“As far as the perfect student-athlete for
the St. John’s Redmen, it’s Malik Sealy,”
said Williams, a former NBA All-Star. “As
far as getting an education and showing
what St. John’s was all about and the way

he carried himself on and off the court.”
The Pacers drafted Sealy 14th overall in

the 1992 NBA Draft, adding him to a vet-
eran contender. He didn’t play much in his
two years there, starting just seven games.
When he was on the floor, Sealy didn’t
hold back. During one game his rookie
year back home at the Garden against the
Knicks, on three consecutive trips down
the floor, he tried to dunk on Patrick Ewing
and couldn’t finish off any of the drives.
During a timeout, coach Larry Brown
ripped into him.

“How many more f---ing times does this
guy have to block your shot until you have
to do something else?” Brown fumed.

“As long as I’m in the game, I’m going to
keep trying,” Sealy responded.

Everyone laughed.
“That was Malik’s mentality,” Mitch-

ell remembered. “He wasn’t going to back
down and quit.”

Former Pacers [and later Knicks] general
manager Donnie Walsh, who drafted Sealy,
told The Post: “I think he would’ve devel-
oped into a pro’s pro type of player. He was
the kind of guy you wanted on your team.”

After bouncing around, from the Pac-
ers to the Clippers to the Pistons, he found
a home in Minnesota, enjoying one of the
best seasons of his career in 1999-2000,
averaging 11.3 points and career-bests of
4.3 rebounds, 2.4 assists and 47.6 percent
shooting from the field. His biggest impact,
though, was the bond he created with Gar-
nett, the future Hall of Famer.

Garnett had gone from high school
to the NBA and Sealy helped immeas-
surably to get him to come out of his shell.
He introduced Garnett to people in New
York City and Los Angeles. He got him to
embrace his abilities, not let them be an
albatross.

“He made him comfortable,” Mitchell
said. “They had so much fun together.”

Garnett idolized Sealy when he was
young and wore No. 21 with the Timber-
wolves in response to Sealy wearing the
same number at St. John’s. When Garnett
was traded from the Celtics to the Nets in
2013, he wore No. 2, Sealy’s number with
the Timberwolves. After his death, Garnett
got a tattoo with Sealy’s name on his right
arm.

“Great man, great person, great friend,”
Garnett told The Post via email. “That’s
how I will always remember Malik. …
GREAT.”

n n n
THERE’S no telling where exactly

Sealy’s life was headed at the time of his
death, other than upward. He had dabbled
in acting, appearing in the movie “Eddie;”
had his own tie and clothing line, Malik
Sealy XXI; and opened a recording studio,
Baseline Recording. He had learned to sew
from his mother and designed the Pacers
dancers’ uniforms. As a rookie, he left his
playbook at the airport during a playoff
series against the Knicks and it was deliv-
ered to WFAN’s “Imus in the Morning”
show. It was read over the radio and Sealy

20 years ago Wednesday,
Malik Sealy was killed by
drunk driver, ending a life of
accomplishment & promise

FAMILY LEGACY: Malik
Remington Sealy, with his mom,
Lisa, was two when his father
was killed by a drunk driver in
Minnesota. Courtesy Lisa Sealy

QUITE THE CAREER:
Malik Sealy sits second
on St. John’s all-time
scoring list and helped
the Johnnies reach the
NCAA Tournament three
times, but he is revered
more for the man he
was off the court than
on it. Getty Images (2)
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JOHN’S
was ripped for losing it. He created new
ties featuring pages from the playbook
that became a top seller.

“As Malik would say, he turned lemons
into lemonade,” Evans said.

Mitchell saw a career for him in Hol-
lywood. Williams believes he would be
helping run St. John’s now as a member of
its board, because of how much he cared
for the school.

“If you told me he was the Mayor of
New York City, it wouldn’t shock me,”
Evans said. “He was in his element in Hol-
lywood, on Madison Avenue, on the Grand
Concourse, and on Union Turnpike.”

It’s uncertain what avenue he would
have taken in life after basketball. That
answer, of course, will sadly never be
known. Instead, there are memories — so
many memories — that are still shared to
this day. For his wife, for his mom and
his siblings, that matters.

“The biggest thing is just the fact
his legacy lives on through people
and they have such beautiful mem-
ories or beautiful ways of speaking
about him,” Amir said. “You can’t
ask for anything better than that I
don’t think.”

zbraziller@nypost.com

QUITE THE CAREER:
Malik Sealy sits second
on St. John’s all-time
scoring list and helped
the Johnnies reach the
NCAA Tournament three
times, but he is revered
more for the man he
was off the court than
on it. Getty Images (2)

Nets stat guy’s 
virus victory
By Zach BraZiller

On Monday, Herb Tu-
retzky took a significant 
step forward in  his bout 
with novel coronavirus. 
With the help of his wife 
Jane, he was able to get out 
of bed and sit in his wheel-
chair. Next week, he hopes 
to be able to sit in the chair 
on his porch and possibly 
take a ride in the car.

“I feel thrilled — very, 
very lucky,” the Nets’ long-
standing official scorer and 
member of the New York 
City Basketball Hall of Fame 
told The Post.

The 74-year-old Turetzky 
is a survivor of the pan-
demic, overcoming the vi-
rus that landed him in the 
hospital April 11-14. Though 
the Queens native has long 
needed a wheelchair to get 
around — Turetzky suffers 
from spastic paraparisis, in 
which his brain and the 
nerves to his legs don’t 
communicate properly — 
he was fortunate not to have 
any underlying conditions. 
Still, it was a scary time, 
with so many people his age 
losing their lives.

“I saw the numbers — I 
see them now, 91,000 people 
dead. I never had to get up 
on the ventilators,” he said. 
“They said that 80 percent 
of people that went on ven-
tilators never came off of it. 
That number stuck in my 
head — 80 percent on venti-
lators never came off of it. 
That means they’re going to 
die or live on ventilators the 
rest of their life.”

On April 11, Turetzky felt 
weak and was unable to do 
his normal upper-body ex-
ercises from his wheelchair. 
He had a temperature of 
102.5 degrees, and Jane im-
mediately took him to St. 
Francis Hospital on Long Is-
land. She didn’t waste 
any time.

“She was very vigilant and 
forceful, and it worked,” 
said Turetzky, who is uncer-
tain how he contracted the 
virus, since he hasn’t left his 
home other than going to 
and from the hospital in 
more than two months. “I 
would imagine [it was] very 
important. If my tempera-
ture went from 102 to 104 
and I had more problems 
from that, I would’ve been 
in worse shape.”

He was diagnosed with 
coronavirus and kept there 
for four days, unable to see 
anyone. Fortunately, the 
only symptoms he had were 
a high fever and general 
malaise. His hunger has 
gone away, and he has lost 
20 pounds.

“Other than that, there 
was nothing major,” he said. 
“I just couldn’t do anything. 
… I watched TV and slept.”

Turetzky kept score of 
1,437 consecutive Nets 
home games, before missing 
a loss to the Warriors on 
Oct. 28, 2018, due to a fever 
of over 103 degrees caused 
by an infection. In 1967, as a 
senior at LIU, he began 
keeping score of Nets games 
and became a constant, go-
ing with them from the ABA 
to the NBA and following 
them from New Jersey to 
Long Island, back to New 
Jersey and then to his home 
borough of Brooklyn.

It remains uncertain when 
the 2020-21 NBA season will 
begin, depending on 
whether the league  finishes 
the current postponed sea-
son and, if so, how long that 
goes. But once the Nets re-
turn to Barclays Center next 
season, Turetzky said he 
plans to be there in his fa-
miliar spot.

“I’ll be ready for the sea-
son whenever it comes,” he 
said. “Absolutely no ques-

tion about it. None at 
all.”

score the win: Longtime Nets official scorer Herb Tu-
retzky won his battle with COVID-19 and plans to return 
next season, whenever it begins. Paul J. Bereswill
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HAPPIEST 
PLACE ON 
EARTH: When 
NBA stars such 
as LeBron James 
and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo 
(below) finally 
return to the 
court, it could be 
at Walt Disney 
Resort in 
Orlando, Fla. 

Getty Images (3)

THIS may all be a tease, sure. Every nugget 
of news hatched by any of the sports lea-
gues is hungrily devoured and digested 

these days, even though we are surely a week or 
two away, at the earliest, from any of the abbre-
viations that define our sporting lives and our 
sporting calendars — NBA, NHL, MLB, NFL — 
declaring, Michael Jordan-style: “We’re back.”

So this could all be a mi-
rage, a puddle of nonexistent 
spring water anchored in the 
middle of our shared sport-
ing Sahara, at once seductive 
and sadistic. All of that is fair.

Still, it feels like it’s the 
NBA that sustains our opti-
mism bit-by-bit, morsel by 
morsel. Wednesday’s news, 
first reported by ESPN, was that NBA teams ex-
pect the league office to issue guidelines 
around June 1 that will allow teams to recall 
players who’ve left their home markets during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

As always, it is a small step forward, same as 
the conference call held last week, conducted 
by Chris Paul and featuring such heavy-hitters 
as LeBron James, Giannis Antetokounmpo, Ste-
phen Curry and Russell Westbrook — the re-
sult of which was a virtually united front among 
the league’s top-line players that they favor 
some salvation of the 2019-20 season.

Same as the league’s aggressively figuring a 
way to make a single-site return — likely Or-
lando, Fla., maybe Vegas — work. All of this 
helped by the fact that there seems to be a leader 
in charge — Adam Silver — who all parties trust, 

certainly in relation to the way most of these re-
lationships have always been in pro sports.

Wednesday’s development is just phase one of 
a multiple-step plan to put the NBA in position 
to restart the league in some form or fashion by 
mid-July. Recalling the players — some of whom 
returned home to foreign countries — is impor-
tant, because that will allow phase two — quar-

antining — to begin. Then, a 
week or two of individual 
workouts followed, at last, by 
a multi-week minicamp.

There is no green light yet.
But even a yellow light feels 

like a beacon in a barren 
sports world right now. Also 
Wednesday, the NCAA an-
nounced that football and bas-

ketball players — both men and women — will be 
allowed to return to campus starting June 1 for in-
dividual workouts (assuming the states in which 
their campuses are located permit it). That isn’t 
exactly watching Ohio State-Michigan with 
105,000 folks in the Big House, but it’s a start.

So is this. It is a start. It is something. And all 
of these small steps mark a profound contrast 
to the way baseball is conducting its business. 
Silver and NBPA executive director Michele 
Roberts aren’t exactly in lockstep on all issues 
— she did, after all, say of the “hub-city” format 
on May 8: “It sounds like incarceration to me.” 
However, there is, for now, a far more tenable 
bond of trust between those two parties.

We can’t say that about baseball, and it’s too 
early to say that about football. Gary Bettman’s 
strong belief that the NHL can resume a 24-

team playoff tournament is hopeful. But there 
are issues: A report out of Canada on Wednes-
day said the league and its teams have con-
ducted social-distancing models indicating just 
2,000-2,500 fans could attend if allowed in for 
games. There still is nothing close to consen-
sus where these games would be played. 
And all of this is contingent on the 
border between the U.S. and Ca-
nada opening up again.

So it is the NBA for now 
leading the way, which is 
probably the way it should 
be. After all, back in 
March, it was the NBA that 
did the least amount of 
dawdling at the very start 
of the civic lockdown, that 
was first in line to halt, 
and then suspend, opera-
tion. It was  ahead of the 
curve then. It would make 
sense that it would take a 
similar path now.

Baby step by 
baby step.

mvaccaro
@nypost.

com

Mike Vaccaro

It’s no surprise which league leads the way
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By Marc BerMan

Iowa State point guard Tyrese 
Haliburton won’t be daunted if he 
winds up being drafted by the 
Knicks,  as some project.

“Being in New York, they always 
talk about the pressure of being a 
Knick,’’ Haliburton said Tuesday 
on ESPN’s “The Jump.” “I feel like 
no matter where I go, the pressure 
I put on myself is more than I’ll 
get from anywhere. No matter 
where I’m at, that pressure is 
prominent and it will be more 
from me. I’m ready to play any-
where.’’

Regarded as one of the top two 
point guards in the draft, Halibur-
ton is not the typical one-and-
done player. He finished his soph-
omore year at Iowa State and 
mostly flew under the radar until 
recently.

The NBA lottery was supposed 
to be staged Tuesday night, with 
the draft combine in Chicago fea-
turing player measurements and 
team interviews kicking off 
Wednesday. It’s all been post-
poned because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, however.

The Knicks, whom The Post re-
ported in February were seeking a 
scoring point guard in the draft, 
still stand at No. 6 in the lottery 
seedings.

“I think the Knicks are on the 
right track if they take him at 6,’’ 
one NBA executive said.

The draft is expected to be post-
poned from its scheduled June 25 
date.

“I know eventually it will all get 
handled and [we’ll] have an an-
swer soon,’’ Haliburton said. “Peo-
ple in this world, a lot of uncer-
tainty on what will happen in 

their life. I take it in stride. People 
have it worse than I do. I’ll be all 
right.”

The 6-foot-5 Haliburton checks 
a lot of boxes with his ability to 
run a team, high basketball IQ and 
length on defense. He weighs just 
175 pounds and his upside is not as 
high as LaMelo Ball, who is fa-
vored as the top point-guard pick. 

“I’m a fan of Haliburton,’’ one 
NBA scout told The Post. “I 
thought he really knew how to 
play. He has great height for the 
position and exceptional length. 
However, he is very thin. He also 
has to fix his shot because of a 
low release point. But he has 
touch and can shoot from dis-
tance. 

“He has knowledge and ability 
to defend, but needs to add 
strength. He leads and competes. 
He’s a very good prospect. Physi-
cality is a question, but otherwise 
one of better and more mature 
guards in a weak draft.”

Haliburton finished his career 
at Iowa State with a 42.6 3-point 
shooting percentage. As a sopho-
more he averaged 15.2 points, 6.5 
assists and 5.9 rebounds.

Haliburton flew under the radar 
coming out of high school as just a 
three-star recruit, he believes, be-
cause he didn’t join the Nike, Adi-
das or Under Armour youth cir-
cuit. Instead, Haliburton played 
for his high school in Oshkosh, 
Wis., and local youth programs. 

Asked on ESPN about his criti-
cized shooting mechanics, Hali-
burton said, “The most important 
part for me is it goes in and I think 
it goes in at a pretty high clip. I ex-
perimented from my freshman 
and sophomore year but my shot 
has only gotten better.”

Haliburton vows he’s 
ready for NYC glare

DOING IT ALL: Point guard Tyrese Haliburton averaged 15.2 points, 
6.5 assists and 5.9 rebounds as a sophomore at Iowa State. AP

By Marc BerMan

The Knicks and Nets might see their players re-
turn to train in New York as early as next month. 
They may also be going to Disney World to resume 
the NBA season. 

Orlando, Fla., has become the “clear frontrunner” 
to hold the resumption of the fan-less NBA season, 
according to a report by The Athletic, with Las Ve-
gas falling by the wayside.

In the last scenario presented in a conference call 
with players on May 12, NBA commissioner Adam 
Silver raised the possibility of resuming the seasons  
in two separate bubble sites — Las Vegas for the 
Western Conference and Orlando’s Disney World 
for the East.

Orlando, however, has been considered one of the 
safest coronavirus spots in Florida, which partially 
reopened May 4, and reportedly is now being 
viewed heavily as the solo site.

According to an ESPN report, sometime around 
June 1 Silver plans to issue guidelines for players to 
return to their team’s host cities to start more in-
volved workouts. Training camp is expected to re-
sume in mid-to-late June, according to sources.

As previously reported, the NBA has been hope-
ful of restarting the season in mid-July.

The reported dates for workouts and training 
camp may create issues for the Knicks and Nets, as 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has extended the state’s stay-

at-home order until at least June 13. Thus, if the or-
der isn’t lifted, Knicks and Nets players would 

not be able to gather for workouts or camp as 
early as other teams. The facilities for the 

two local teams are currently closed, per 
shutdown regulations.

By week’s end, 20 teams will have 
their practice facilities open for 

players to stage voluntary work-
outs, but in limited capacity 

with just four players allowed in at a time. 
Knicks players, most of whom are not in New 

York, are in daily communication with the coaching 
and medical staffs and working out in various pla-
ces. 

RJ Barrett, already in Orlando, said he’s working 
out on the basket he has at his home. Mitchell Rob-
inson and Damyean Dotson have posted videos 
working out in high school gyms in New Orleans 
and Houston, respectively. Kevin Knox is training at 
a gym in Tampa.

The NBA used to hold its draft combine on Dis-
ney grounds, playing games at the Milk House 
Gym. Presumably, the teams would stay on or near 
the grounds given Disney’s plentiful resort hotels.

One NBA source said a final decision on site and 
format probably will be rendered between June 1-10. 

“This isn’t about revenue,’’ one NBA person fa-
miliar with discussions said about the urgency to 
restart. “Like any business, you want to come back, 
finish what was started and provide entertainment 
and distraction — if it can be done with minimal 
risk.’’

The biggest question still unanswered  is format, 
including how many teams will be brought back to 
play.

The NBA has considered bringing in all 30 teams 
and staging a short regular season. There’s also talk 
of just the 16 teams currently in playoff position.

The compromise scenario, as The Post reported, 
is adding eight extra teams to the playoff clubs — 
four apiece from the East and West — to engage in a 
play-in tournament into the main event. That 
would provide incentive to teams out of the playoff 
race, such as the Knicks, who are in 12th place in the 
East. The Nets are in playoff position at No. 7.

Sources have indicated that teams out of the mix 
just want to prepare for next season and focus on 
the draft and free agency. 

marc.berman@nypost.com
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HAL STEINBRENNER and Jeff 
Wilpon DNA-ed their way 
into jobs. Whatever you think 

of Jacoby Ellsbury and Yoenis Ces-
pedes, they used talent to gain their 
contracts. There was no inherit-
ance, nepotism or being born on 
third base.

Players earn what franchises are 
willing to pay. 
Scott Boras, for 
example, has 
been accused of 
many tricks to 
get clients such 
as Ellsbury terri-
fic deals. But 
there has never 
been a report that he brought a gun 
to the proceedings. The owners 
give the contracts under free will.

So when I refer to a contract neg-
atively, it is always over what else it 
prevents a team from doing within 

its self-imposed budget. I never 
criticize the player for getting the 
money, just as I would not Jennifer 
Lawrence nor Adam Sandler if they 
were in a movie that bombs. These 

are big busi-
nesses paying 
what they can 
afford because 
fan appetite fills 
the coffers.

MLB was 
nearly an $11 bil-
lion business 

last year, and if all the players were 
paid $50,000 each, MLB still would 
have been an $11 billion business — 
just a greater share would have 
gone to the owners.

Of course, MLB will not be an $11 bil-

lion business this year. Like just 
about every corporation on the 
planet, MLB is being walloped by the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Even if somehow an 82-game regular 
season is played and a more lucra-
tive, expanded playoffs completed 
and corporate logos are put on uni-
forms and fans can return for a por-
tion of the schedule, MLB is going to 
take in a lot less dough than last year.

MLB’s view is it never would 
have given out the current player 
contracts if owners knew this was 
their revenue and, thus, players 
should accept less. Players argue 
that when owner revenue goes up 
in a particular season, players don’t 
suddenly receive larger checks, so 
why should they share the burden 

when the revenue goes down? Both 
claim the March 26 agreement vali-
dates their position. Players point 
to a portion of the document that 
says they will be paid a prorated 
portion of their 2020 salary based 
on how much of the season is 
played. The owners can cite a por-
tion that reads, “the Office of the 
Commissioner and Players Associ-
ation will discuss in good faith the 
economic feasibility of playing 
games in the absence of spectators.”

In general, when it comes to 
player pay, I see the March 26 
agreement as a Rorschach test — 
you can see what you want to see 
in the ink. If forced to pick, I would 
say the agreement calls for another 
negotiation to be had if games are 

to be played without fans, which 
will be the case at least to begin if 
there is a season. That was my lean 
even before The Post on Tuesday 
revealed a smoking gun email that 
seemed to corroborate that the 
Players Association understood 
that condition as well.

Still, that just means there needs 
to be a negotiation. It does not 
mean that the players have to ac-
cept what was floated by owner-
ship but never formally offered to 
players — a 50-50 revenue split for 
2020. Heck, if the players wanted 
more than the pro-rata salary for 
2020, go for it. They are going to be 
the ones taking the risks. I suspect 
Steinbrenner, Wilpon and Chris Il-
itch will not be in clubhouses. Nei-

Joel ShermanJoel Sherman

While trying to win latest battle, ballplayers and 

WHENEVER baseball begins 
again, and pitches hope to us, 
there will be no roll call from 

the Bleacher Creatures at Yankee Sta-
dium, and the 7 Line Army will not be 
wildly cheering a Pete Alonso moon-
shot or willing Jacob deGrom to a Cy 
Young masterpiece.

Whenever they play and wherever 
they play, they will play without fans 
in the stands — held hostage to this 
cruel, heartless pandemic and singing 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” in the 
solitude of their living rooms for no 
one knows how long.

“I’ll say this ’til the day I die — I 
don’t care how bad of a day you have. 
If you can stand on a bench, and 
scream your face off for five minutes 
— you will feel 
better. Guaran-
teed,” says Vinny 
Milano, aka Bald 
Vinny, a former 
Bleacher Creature 
fixture and cus-
tom-printed sports 
apparel company 
entrepreneur cur-
rently making Yankees masks.

Section 203 will be empty at the Sta-
dium. The Big Apple Reserved section 
will be empty at Citi Field. Darren 
Meenan started the 7 Line in 2012. This 
is what he says today to Mets fans:

“Everybody’s kind of rolling with 
the punches, doing what they can to 
stay safe. Everything gets so political, 
so people think one way or the other. 
Sports is supposed to be a release, an 
escape from all that stuff, from the ev-

eryday struggles of your job, or your 
family or your kids or your wife or 
whatever you deal with on a day-to-
day basis.

“Although it’s not ideal and you 
much prefer to be at the ballpark and 
so would I, this is better than nothing, 

and I’m really look-
ing forward to it. I 
hope they are, too.”

Bald Vinny, who 
hails from Bell-
more, L.I., was 8 or 9 
when he was taken 
to his first Yankees 
game by his Uncle 
Vinny. His favorite 

player growing up was Don Mattingly, 
and later it was Bernie Williams.

“Everybody is looking for some sort 
of distractions,” Bald Vinny said. “It’s 
been tough to be home and locked up 
and no live sports. Everybody is will-
ing to make a concession as long as 
everybody can stay safe, but I think 
everybody’s dying for something to 
watch.”

Meenan grew up a Mets fan in Doug-
laston before moving to Medford, L.I. 

His favorite player growing up was 
Darryl Strawberry. His grandfather ran 
the press gate at Shea Stadium.

“So I was going to games before I 
could even walk or talk or know what 
baseball was,” Meenan said. “Being a 
Mets fan just was ingrained in me 
from birth.”

Meenan launched the7line.com in 
2010, began group outings in 2012 and 
secured a licensing agreement with 
MLB and New Era Caps for his 
T-shirts, hats, outerwear and accesso-
ries in 2014. The 7 Line Army now has 
up to 20 group outings a year.

“The Bleacher Creatures, they’re 
well-known for many years, but they 
don’t leave The Bronx,” Meenan said. 
“When we go on the road, we’re go-
ing with thousands of people. For in-
stance, in L.A., we were gonna have 
2,000 people go to the game at 
Dodger Stadium on Aug. 8 — they’re 
not all New Yorkers. A lot of our road 
trips have upwards of two, three 
dozen states represented. So we’ll go 
to Kansas City, for instance, last sum-
mer, and I think it was 23 states were 
represented in Kansas City.

“Some people have gotten married 
because of the group, some people 
have become roommates ... it’s more 
than just baseball for us.”

Bald Vinny has not been back at the 
Stadium since midway through Alex 
Rodriguez’s last season in 2016, in 
part because he was not licensed for 
his tees by the MLBPA.

“My small business was being 
threatened by some of the bigger play-
ers in the game, and it made me evalu-

DARREN 
MEENAN

VINNY 
MILANO

Steve SerbySteve SerbySteve Serby
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Torres has case 
to be top priority

By GeorGe A. KInG III

One in a series.
Pretend you are Brian Cashman, 

and Hal Steinbrenner is on the 
phone. The owner tells you he 
wants to offer Gary Sanchez or 
Aaron Judge a multi-year deal. 
However, he only wants to make 
the offer to one of them.

Which one do you suggest to 
Steinbrenner? A catcher with raw 
power whose average since the 
beginning of 2018 has declined, is 
considered below-average defen-
sively and prone to lower-body 
injuries? Or a right fielder with 
even bigger right-handed power 
who has missed significant time 
during the past two years due to 
injuries?

Sanchez or Judge?
“Neither,’’ you tell Steinbrenner.
“Why not?’’ he asks.
“I would rather do that with 

Gleyber Torres,’’ is your reply.
“Tell me why?’’ says an in-

trigued Steinbrenner.
Don’t laugh.
Sanchez and Judge make sense, 

too, but in Torres the Yankees 
have a budding superstar who 
plays in the middle of the infield 
and hits with power. And he won’t 
be 24 until December. Judge 
turned 28 last month and Sanchez 
will be 28 in December.

Even if there are no games this 
season, players will be credited 
with service time. That means 
Sanchez and Judge will be free 
agents following the 2022 season.

Torres, who was scheduled to 
make $675,600 this year, can’t be a 
free agent until after the 2024 sea-
son, so he could be more willing 
to secure a long-term contract.

When Braves outfielder Ronald 
Acuna Jr. was 21, he agreed to an 
eight-year, $100 million deal that 
runs through the 2026 season, so 
there is a barometer about long-
term deals for young players. And 
the Yankees, to a degree, did it 
with Aaron Hicks (seven years for 
$70 million) and Luis Severino 
(four years at $40 million) and 
watched both get hurt.

So there is the risk factor to 
consider.

Despite Torres being an AL All-
Star in his first two seasons and 
slugging a team-leading 38 ho-
mers, driving in 90 runs and post-
ing a .853 OPS last year, there are 
questions about him.

Front and center is whether he 
can play shortstop on a full-time 
basis after the Yankees watched 
Didi Gregorius leave for Philadel-
phia as a free agent. Scouts got to 
watch Torres at short last year be-
fore Gregorius made it back from 
Tommy John surgery and noted 

Torres’ footwork wasn’t as 
smooth as it is at second base.

Torres committed 11 errors in 
77 games at short and nine in 65 
games at second.

And there are questions about 
his range, though that might be 
overrated considering how many 
times the Yankees have three in-
fielders on the same side of the 
infield when they shift. Five er-
rors in 10 spring training games 
raised eyebrows, too.

“Not really good right now,’’ 
Torres told The Post’s Ken David-
off on March 11 about his defense. 
That was one day before the coro-
navirus ended spring training and 
led to the regular season being 
put on hold.

“He is Gleyber Torres. I don’t 
see anything different,’’ Cashman 
said the same week when asked 
about Torres’ defense, but the GM 
did admit he had been tied up 
with administrative work which 
cut into his live looks at games.

Yet, there is no denying the bat 
is legitimate. Yes, last year’s ball 
was likely constructed with lower 
laces and wound tighter, which 
helped hitters set a major league 
record for homers with 6,776.

In 267 big league games, Torres 
is hitting .275 with 62 homers, 167 
RBIs and a .849 OPS. In the same 
two-year period, Judge has played 
214 games and Sanchez 195. Judge 
has hit .276 with 54 homers, 
driven in 122 runs and posted a 
.920 OPS. Sanchez’s average is .211 
with 52 homers with 130 RBIs and 
a .776 OPS.

So who gets the offer?
george.king@nypost.com

ther will Bruce Sherman, John 
Sherman or Joel Sherman — at 
least in 2020, I assume no club-
house access for reporters.

Even in a pandemic, I will never 
criticize what players negotiate to 
receive. But I do think rather than 
stating the issue already is re-
solved, the players should negoti-
ate — and come with ideas.

The union, if it allows itself, 
could actually be in a position of 
leverage. It is clear how desperate 
MLB is to want to play some form 
of a season and, especially, postsea-
son. Perhaps so desperate that all 
the union has to do is keep saying 
“no” to everything and eventually 
MLB will cave and give the pro-
rata salaries to save the season.

But that is risky. There are own-
ers who would rather not play than 
add to their 2020 losses. If MLB 
doesn’t blink, then the staredown 
becomes mutual suicide. Should 
the sport somehow receive the 
governmental and medical bless-
ings to play then doesn’t due to a fi-
nancial stalemate, then the reputa-
tions of leadership on both sides 
will be destroyed forever, and the 
damage to the game will register 
between immense and irreparable, 
a result ruinous to both sides.

Thus, the players also have to be 
in the solution business. Perhaps, 
as I have written previously, take 
the prorated contracts over several 
years so they are made whole and 
the owners are helped with present 

cash flow. And definitely extract 
some guarantees for the future, 
maybe around the manipulation of 
service time or better compensa-
tion for free agents beyond the star 
level. After all, this is not a one-
year problem.

The losses incurred by owners 
now and the debt taken on will be 
felt in player salaries in the near fu-
ture regardless of how this year is 
settled (or not settled). Thus, the 
Players Association should be us-
ing this moment to not myopically 
look at just getting every penny in 
2020. This is a chance to see a big-
ger picture, to maybe trade some 
now for later and — vitally — help 
save the status of the sport.

Whatever the players fight for 
and receive, no qualms, no criti-
cism. Now, just get in a room and 
negotiate.

joel.sherman@nypost.com

owners risk losing war

 Post Player Profile

Gleyber Torres
Position: 2B/SS
Age: 23
Contract status: Will earn 
$675,000 in final season 
before arbitration
2019 stats: Hit .278 with 38 
HR and 90 RBI in 144 games 
with an .871 OPS
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PLAY BALL! Mets and Yankees fans won’t be packing Citi 
Field and Yankee Stadium to start the season, but that isn’t 
dampening their enthusiasm for the return of baseball, 
writes The Post’s Steve Serby. Anthony J. Causi; Robert Sabo

ate whether or not my time up there 
was worth it for the reward,” he said.

But COVID-19 has gotten Bald 
Vinny to reflect wistfully about some 
of his old Bleacher Creature friends 
and a possible return to the Stadium.

“The climate of life is different 
now,” he says. “Some of this online 
Zoom stuff has made me very nostal-
gic for things of the past and some of 
the people I haven’t seen, or hung out 
with in a very long time, so I would 
not rule anything out. I never say 
never for the future.”

The natives are restless. Meenan, who 
stays connected to the 7 Line Army via 
Zoom and the Houseparty app, excit-
edly mentions pop-up drive-ins playing 
old movies in Suffolk County.

“My plan for the group, at least lo-
cally, if we can figure out a way to do 
it safely and legally, is to start plan-
ning drive-in watch parties once this 
starts up again,” Meenan said. 
“Granted, we’ll have to be separated 
from the distance of our cars, but if 
we could figure out a way to do it 
where there could be bathrooms 
there, or so on and so forth, I’d love to 
be able to plan at least once a week or 
so for us to meet up and throw up a 
big projector and some speakers and 
everyone kind of just either sits on 
the roof of their car or whatever, and 
watch a baseball game together.”

The sounds of silence will be deaf-
ening for the players. They should at 
least know that their fans will be 
there in spirit. For now, that will have 
to be enough for all of them.

steve.serby@nypost.com
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By michael starr

A
NNA Kendrick has “absolutely no 
guilt in the guilty pleasure” of her 
new HBO Max series “Love Life,” 
which marks her first dive into epi-
sodic TV.

“[Series creator] Sam Boyd and I are both 
fans of romantic comedies and we both love 
[’Four Weddings and a Funeral’ screen-
writer] Richard Curtis,” Kendrick tells The 
Post. “We wanted [’Love Life’] to be a ro-
mantic show and we felt like we could do 
that without . . . compromising in any way.

“You get a little sense of when people say 
‘romantic comedy’ it’s in a pejorative way -- 
but I feel that romantic comedy is an inspira-
tion. It’s really transcendent. Not all the 
time, but sometimes life is pretty damn ro-
mantic and that should be onscreen.”

Kendrick, 34, stars as Darby Carter who, 
when “Love Life” begins in 2012, is a young 
single woman living with two roommates 
(Zoe Chao, Sasha Compere) in Manhattan.  
She meets and falls in love with journalist 
Augie Jeong  (Jin Ha); the rest of the 10-epi-

“I’m watching a lot of thriller 
movies, and ‘Damages’ with 
Rose Byrne and Glenn Close 
and Ted Danson. I love that.”

— Demetriou (above)  plays 
Nadja on  “What We Do in the 

Shadows” (FX) and co-hosts 
“The Big Flower Fight” (Netflix).

WHAT I’M 
WATCHING:
Natasia 

Demetriou

on “Love Life” as her entree into the TV 
world.

“I just felt immediately sucked in and drawn 
to it,” she says. “There are so many relatable 
elements — ‘relatable’ is kind of a dirty word 
at this point because of overuse — but I had 
such an uncanny sense that, ‘Oh my God, 
they’ve captured this feeling so perfectly, I 
know exactly what [Darby] is going through.’ 
And as the episodes started coming together I 
was adding a lot of stuff that came from my 
real life, from something that happened to 
people I know, and we put it in the show.

“Everything felt so specific and universal,” 
she says. “It’s so honest and just almost eerie 
how relatable it is. That was a big draw for me.”

Each episode of the series, roughly 30 min-
utes long (give or take), is narrated by Oscar-
nominated British actress Lesley Manville.

“We did that because Brits always sound 
more intelligent, and [the narrator] is like an 
omnipotent scientist who’s doing research 
on Darby,” Kendrick says. “More impor-
tantly, we wanted to make it clear that the 
narrator wasn’t the future Darby or wasn’t 
Darby’s future love.”

TV Thursday
ONE AND DONE Fox has 
dropped the cancellation hammer on 
family comedy “Outmatched” after one 
season with stars Jason Biggs and 
Maggie Lawson (left).

Discovery and Science 
Channel will air the NASA 
launch of SpaceX’s Crew 
Dragon capsule (left) live 
next Wednesday at 11 a.m. 

‘Life’ in pieces
It’s ‘Love’ for 
Anna Kendrick  
in her new 
romantic 
comedy on  
HBO Max

Jin Ha and Anna 
Kendrick in the 

opening episode of 
“Love Life” on HBO 

Max.

sode series, premiering May 27, tracks 
Darby’s twisty journey through romance 
over the course of a decade. Co-stars include 
Scoot McNairy (“Narcos: Mexico,” “True 
Detective”), Peter Vack and Maureen Se-
bastian.

“It’s funny, because when we were filming 
[’Love Life’] I did a few interviews about the 
show and started to feel really insecure 
about the fact that I couldn’t describe Darby 
and felt maybe I hadn’t fleshed her out 
enough,” Kendrick says. “I didn’t really know 
her. How do you describe a really grounded, 
three-dimensional woman who changes so 
much over the course of 10 years?

“We had the beautiful opportunity, and I 
think the best thing we came up with, was that 
when we meet Darby, I was really pushing 
myself to not shy away from the natural ele-
ments of being young and insecure — how we 
embarrass ourselves and let ourselves down. I 
was  playing her as the woman she hopes to 
become — having her priorities straight, 
knowing her boundaries, people she wants to 
allow into her life . . . and doing her best.”

Kendrick says there’s a reason she decided 

‘IDOL’ JULIA 
IS BACK

“American Idol” finalist Julia 
Gargano (above), who hails from 
Staten Island, will be featured on 
Thursday’s “Live with Kelly and 
Ryan” (9 a.m./Ch. 7). She was the 
contestant chosen by “Live” 
viewers and “Idol” fans to return 
to national TV.

18
Number of weeks that CBS was TV’s 
most-watched broadcast network 
this season. It will finish the 2019-

2020 season topping its competition 
for the 17th time in 18 years.
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Best Bets
What’s on Today

This Means War: 4:45 p.m. 
on HBO. Chris Pine, Reese 
Witherspoon (pictured.)   
Two top CIA operatives 
learn that they are dating 
the same woman.

movie

Red Nose Day Special: 9 p.m. 
on WNBC 4. Children and 
young people who live in 
poverty discuss  how Red 
Nose Day has  affected 
them; Mandy Moore hosts.

special

To Tell the Truth: 10 p.m. on 
WABC 7.   Three people  all 
claim to be the same 
person with an amazing 
talent, skill or job; Anthony 
Anderson (photo)  hosts.

game

Thursday May 21, 2020
Evening SP C F 6:30pm 7:00pm 7:30pm 8:00pm 8:30pm 9:00pm 9:30pm 10:00pm 10:30pm 11:00pm 11:30pm
2 WCBS 2 2 2 CBS News

Norah
Inside Edition Entertainment

Tonight
Young
Sheldon (R)

(8:31)Manwith
aPlan

Mom:
Tammy’saunt.

Broke:Coach
Javier.

S.W.A.T.: Teamfacesan
undercover operation. (R)

CBS2Newsat
11PM

(11:35) Late
Show

4 WNBC 4 4 4 NBCNightly
News

Access
Hollywood

All Access Celebrity Escape Room: An
escape.

(9:01) Red Nose Day Special: Help for underprivileged
kids.

News4New
Yorkat 11

(11:35)Tonight
Show

5 WNYW 5 5 5 TMZ (R) Extra TheBigBang
Theory

Celebrity Watch Party: Tyra
Banks.

Labor of Love: Journey of
love.

FOX 5 News at 10: Nightly
news report.

TheBigBang
Theory

TheBigBang
Theory

7 WABC 7 7 7 ABCWorld
News

Jeopardy! Wheel of
Fortune

WhoWants toBea
Millionaire?: Triviaquestions.

HoleyMoley: Twozip-line
mishapsare featured.

(10:01) To Tell the Truth:
Guessing game.

News (11:35)Kimmel
Live

9 WWOR 9 9 9 25Wordsor
Less (R)

Family Feud
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

Law&Order:Criminal Intent:
Rock ‘n’ roll death.

Law &Order: Criminal
Intent: Student killed.

Family Feud
(R)

Family Feud
(R)

Chasing
News

The
Simpsons

11 WPIX 11 11 11 The
Goldbergs

black-ish black-ish Burden of Truth: High
school reunion.

In the Dark: Jess is in Nia’s
crosshairs.

PIX11 News at Ten with
Fadal and Chambers

Seinfeld Seinfeld

13 WNET 13 13 13 BBCWorld
News

The PBS NewsHour NYC Arts MyMusic: Aretha Franklin’s greatest
performances. (R)

The Registry Amanpour and Company

21 WLIW 21 21 21 (6:00) News Metro Jim Zirin Somewhere South (R) Spy in theWild: Nature NOVA Metro BBCWorld
25 WNYE 25 22 25 Report Great Conversations Food. Potluck Actors Feet Global Health Frontiers Artbound: Art culture.
31 WPXN 31 3 531 Chicago PD Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D.
41 WXTV 41 6 41 Noticiero La rosa de Guadalupe Te doy la vida Amor eterno Como tú no hay 2 Noticias 41 Noticiero
47 WNJU 47 16 12 Noticias Minuto para ganar Cennet 100 Días para La Reina del Sur 2 - Edic Noticiero Noticias
55 WLNY 55 10 10 Queens Girls Girls Dr. Phil WLNY News at 9PM Judge Judy Judge Judy Mike Mike
A&E 46 46 181 First 48 (R) The First 48 (R) The First 48 (R) The First 48 (R) The First 48 (R) The First 48 (R)
AMC 54 43 231 Tombstone (1993): No peace for Earp. R Fury (2014): Soldiers risk lives in enemy territory. Brad Pitt, Shia LaBeouf. Raaac Hitman (2007) Raac

BET 37 54 270New Jack City (1991): Two cops target a gang of drug dealers.aaa Takers (2010): Five bank robbers do one last job. Matt Dillon, PaulWalker.aac

BBCAM 71 101 189 Trek: TNG Star Trek: TNG Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves (1991): Warriors rise to fight evil sheriff.aaa Robin Hood (2010)aaa

BRAVO 18 44 185 Housewives Real Housewives N.Y. (R) Real Housewives N.Y. (R) Real Housewives N.Y. Top Chef WatchWhat Housewives
CNBC 15 24 102Money CNBC Special Report Shark Tank: Tree rental. Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank: Tree rental.
CNN 78 25 100 Situation Erin Burnett OutFront Coronavirus: Facts and Fears: A CNN Global Town Cuomo Prime Time CNN Tonight with Don
COM 45 50 190 The Office Daily Show The Office The Office The Office RENO 911! RENO 911! RENO 911! RENO 911! Daily Show The Office
DIS 49 31 250Raven (R) BUNK’D (R) BUNK’D (R) Big City (R) BUNK’D (R) Raven (R) Raven (R) Unsittable Coop & Cam BUNK’D (R) BUNK’D (R)
DSC 66 27 120 Nkd & Afrd Naked and Afraid (R) Naked and Afraid: Uncensored Naked and Afraid (R)
E! 24 51 196 Chrisley Chrisley Chrisley Total Bellas (R) Total Bellas Botched: Missing breast. Nightly Pop Bellas (R)
ESPN 28 36 70 Sports CFP National Championship: Clemson Tigers vs Alabama Crimson Tide. Replay. SportsCenter with Scott
ESPN2 29 35 74 (6:40) Horn The Last Dance The Last Dance The Last Dance The Last Dance NFL Live
FBN 43 106 117 Evening Ed Lou Dobbs Tonight (R) The Evening Edit (R) Inheritance Inheritance Lou Dobbs Tonight (R) The Evening Edit (R)
FNC 44 26 118 Spc. Rpt. The Story Tucker Carlson Tonight Hannity The Ingraham Angle News@Night
FOOD 50 97 164 Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Restaurant: Impossible Opening Night (R) Restaurant (R)
FREFRM 38 49 199 Serendipity The Blind Side (2009): A family takes a boy into their home. Sandra Bullock.aaac Siren: Tia attacks Cove. The 700 Club (R)
FS1 400 99 83 NASCAR Race Hub FOX Sports NFL Football: Seattle Seahawks at Dallas Cowboys. Replay. FOX Sports Ultimate Tag
FX 10 40 53 (5:30) Pacific Rim: Uprising (2018)aac Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (2017): Trapped in game.aaa Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (2017)
HALL 191 240 (6:00) AMan for Every Month (2017) Once Upon a Prince (2018): Unexpected royal.aaa Golden Golden Golden Golden
HGTV 64 98 165 Fabulous Fixer to Fabulous (R) Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flipping Flipping (R) Hunters Hunters Hunters (R) Hunters (R)
HIST 40 47 128 Alone (R) Alone: Winter looms. (R) Alone: Fight starvation. Alone: Basic resources. Alone: Freeze lake. (R) (11:05) Alone: Final three.
ID 23 171 123 Joe Kenda Homicide Hunter (R) Homicide Hunter (R) 48 Hours on ID Predator at Large AmericanMonster (R)
LIFE 62 45 140Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens Queens
MeTV 33 33 3 Flintstones M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Andy Andy Pyle Acres Hogan Hogan Burnett P. Mason
MSG 27 87 78 NHL Hockey Replay. MSG 150 NBA Basketball Replay. MSG 150 NHL Hockey Replay.
MSG Plus 48 88 80 (5:00) NHL NHL Hockey Replay. MSG 150 NHL Hockey Replay. MSG 150
MSNBC 14 23 103 Ari Melber Decision 2020 All in with Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Lawrence O’Donnell The 11th Hour
MTV 20 53 210 Jersey (R) Jersey Shore: Family (R) Jersey Shore: Family (R) Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous
NATGEO 65 162 121 (6:00) Hitler’s Final Days: World War II. WWII in Europe: Voices Heroes of the Sky: TheMighty Eighth Air Force (11:03) Battle of Britain (R)
NICK 6 121 252 Loud House SpongeBob SpongeBob Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel (2009)ac Friends Friends Friends Friends
OWN 173 180 145 (6:00) 20/20 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R) 20/20 on OWN (R)
PARMT 36 56 54 Men Men The Karate Kid (2010): Boy learns how to defeat a school bully. Jaden Smith.aac Creed (2015): Boxer’s son. PG-13aaaa

SNY 26 60 77 Mets Clscs Baseball Mets Classics: 1986World Series Game 4: New York Mets at Boston Red Sox. Baseball Mets Clscs
SYFY 17 48 180 (5:45) TheMummy Returns (2001): A clash of deities. TheMummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor (2008) Brendan Fraser. Vagrant Queen
TBS 8 39 52 Family Guy Bang Bang Bang Bang Bang Bang Bang TheMisery Conan (R) TheMisery
TCM 82 41 230 (6:00) Lady in the Lake (1947) NRaac Kid Galahad (1937): A fight manager trains a bellhop. Smart Money (1931) NRaaa Indemnity
TLC 52 28 139 (6:00) My 600-lb Life: Weight struggles. My 600-lb Life: A woman struggles to move. Dr. Pimple Popper (R) My Feet Are (R)
TNT 3 37 51 50 First Dates (2004): Memory loss.aaa We’re the Millers (2013): Drug dealer hires fake family as cover. R Snowpiercer (R) Life asWe
TVLAND 85 34 241 Andy Andy (7:35) Andy Loves Ray. Loves Ray. (9:20) Loves Raymond (9:55) Men Men Queens Queens
USA 16 38 50 (6:00) SVU Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU Law &Order: SVU Family Family Family Family
VH1 19 52 217 (5:30) All Eyez onMe (2017): Rapper Tupac Shakur rises to fame. Wild ‘N Out Wild ‘N Out Wild ‘N Out Wild ‘N Out Wild ‘N Out Wild ‘N Out
WE 59 42 149 Order: CI Growing Up Hip Hop (R) Growing Up Hip Hop (R) Growing Up Hip Hop (10:11) Growing Up Hip (11:11) Love After Lockup
YES 53 89 76 To Be Announced: Info unavailable. To Be Announced: Info unavailable. To Be Announced: Info unavailable.
EPIX 595 395 (5:55) Walking Tall (1973) Raaa Easy Rider (1969): Hippie road trip.aaa (9:45) Gator (1976): Duo fights vice. Burt Reynolds. PG Standaaac

HBO 511 301 400 (6:25) Run (6:55) Crazy Rich Asians (2018): Wealthy family.aaa We’re Here: Straight ally. Insecure Betty (R) We’re Here: Straight ally.
MAX 531 371 420The Shadow (1994): An invisible hero. Final Destination 5 (2011) Raac (9:35) The Dead Don’t Die (2019) Raac (11:20) See No Evil (2006)
SHO 551 321 365 (6:05) Under the Tuscan Sun (2003)aaa Shameless (R) Billions (R) DESUS & Calif. DESUS & VICE (R)

Movies Sports NewSP = Spectrum, C = Cablevision, F = FiOS
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The attorney for DeAndre Baker says his client will sue the attorney for Quinton Dunbar for “libel and slander” after the latter posted a text message and photo
he claims implies Baker is one of the men pictured. Baker’s attorney says the tattoos on the man in the photo prove it’s not Baker. SCHWARTZ / PAGES 38-39
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NBA GETTING CLOSER
TO RETURN TO COURT IN
JUNE, GAMES IN JULY

Baker lawyer
attacks Dunbar
rep over Twitter
gambling posts
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